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“Financially, there’s a crunch coming. The 


money coming in now isn’t going to be 
Coming in over 20 years.” —Jaisel 
Vadgama, Pembina Institute analyst 
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‘ “One of the things Shakespeare does, 
and j think one of the best parts, is letting 
the audience know the truth of things 
while they watch the characters mess 
things up and spin into oblivion. | mean, 
that's fun, right?” —John Kirkpatrick, 
artistic director 
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“People change their behaviours, and the 
robots do too. Viewers are, in a sense, 
the ultimate determiners of the manifes- 
tation and evolution of behaviours. Chaos 
is lifelike.” —Ken Rinaldo, robot artist 
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MARK DAVIS / 33 

“| try not to scrutinize my lyrics the way 
that | used to. The shift towards a greater 
level of fiction has also made sangwriting 
easier. | think the two years away from 
Old Reliable and sort of just working in 
my living room and laying low, not playing 
too many shows and just working on 
these records, have made me grow huge- 
ly as a musician.” —Mark Davis, solo but 
still reliable 
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What are they smoking 
over at the Globe? 


BRYAN BIRTLES / brysn@voeweekly.com =~ 
fter doing independent research on marijuana !5-year-old 
Asses Grade 10 student Kieran King told his friends that, in his 
opinion, marijuana was less harmful than either alcohol or tobacco. 
Expressing this opinion, unfortunately, put him at odds with his principal— 
who, King alleges, threatened to call the police if he discussed marijuana 
again. When King protested, he was suspended from school for three days. 

Even more ridiculous than punishing a 15-year-old for voicing such an 
opinion—one backed up by an avalanche of scientific research and a Cana- 
dian Senate Committee—is some of the debate that has erupted in the wake 
of the incident. 

Since 1923—the year marijuana was criminalized in Canada—the justifica- 
tion for its vilification has been based on scientific fallacies and a not insignifi- 
cant amount of racism. Instead of undertaking any scientific studies of the 
drug, the Canadian government outlawed the use of marijuana primarily 
because it was associated with the Chinese workers who built the Canadian 
Pacific Railway and were seen as a problem after the CPR was finished using 
them as cheap labour. Public opinion in the matter was swayed by a series of 
articles by Emily Murphy—yeah, that Emily Murphy, writing under the name 
Janey Canuck—that appeared in Maclean's. 

This week the Globe and Mail's Margaret Wente took a similar tack while 
applauding the school's position. Claiming the potency of marijuana has sky- 
rocketed, making today’s marijuana as addictive as cocaine, Wente cited no 
scientific sources and cloaked herself in smug boomer hypocrisy when she 
opined that it was just fine for her and her friends to smoke a little pot back in 
the ‘60s but, because marijuana is “many times more powerful” than it used to 
be, it is now causing disastrous social problems in Canada. And, in a style 
eerily reminiscent of Emily Murphy's racist ravings against the Chinese, Wente 
goes on to claim that the new super weed is causing absolute reefer madness 
amongst “certain ethnic minorities,“ mentioning native reservations. 

Taking a position that was unsupported by any scientific evidence nearly a 
century ago is laughable, but taking one based on racist rhetoric is pathetic. v 
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Whyte, Jasper bike racks disappear 
HAPPY BIKE MONTH! UNLESS YOU WANT TO LOCK IT UP! 


AOSS MOROZ / ross@vueweek!y.com 

une is “bike month” in Edmonton, 

with events including repair 

workshops, a bike-in movie and a 
ree breakfast. But as the month 
draws to a close, local cyclists are 
probably a bit perplexed by the dis- 
appearance of a much more basic 
part of a city’s bike infrastructure. 

Many of the racks that provide 
bike parking in Edmonton’s most 
heavily cycled areas began disap- 
pearing from streets early this week. 
The green, triangular, free-standing 
racks that line Jasper and Whyte 
Avenues, among others, are the 
property of Street Talk, Inc, a private 
company whose long-running con- 
tract with the City of Edmonton has 
ended and was not renewed. 

“For more than a decade, the City 
has had a contract with a private 
advertiser [to put bike racks} on City 
right-of-way—it was an agreement 
that we had that they would provide 
the racks and could then sell advertis- 
ing on them.” explained Claire Ellick, 
a transportation engineer in the City 
of Edmonton's sustainable transporta- 
tion group. “That contract ended last 
Monday, so he's in the process of 
picking up all of those racks.” 


2 BIKING 


ACCORDING TO ELLICK, the parting 
“was a little bit mutual” (‘I think they 
were having trouble selling [ads] 
and it wasn’t generating as much 
revenue as it had,” she speculated), 
but she could not explain why the 
City of Edmonton had not arranged 
to replace vital bike parking spots, 
even though their removal has long 


update happening this year and 
maybe a change of direction in poli- 
cy with that, the timing isl guess 
something that we can move for- 
ward with,” she insisted, acknowl- 
edging that the need to replace 
parking facilities along major Toutes 
like Whyte Avenue is a more imme- 
diate issue. 

“But in the shorter term, the city is 
going to have to look at getting 
some racks installed,” Ellick said, “so 
we're going to be sitting down with 


“The contract actually ended last year, 
and it is something that we were trying 
to renew and it didn’t work out.” 


been clearly imminent. 

“The contract actually ended last 
year, and it is something that we 
were trying to renew and it didn’t 
work out,” Ellick admitted, pointing 
to the City’s ongoing Bicycle Trans- 
portation Plan (BTP) update process, 
which included public consultations 
held in conjunction with other bike 
month events. 

“As well as part of the bike plan 


our maintenance and right-of-way 
people and kind of coming up with a 
standard that will be appropriate.” 

Any sort of deadline, however, 
remains elusive. 

"| don’t have a definite date for 
you because this is very recent,” 
Ellick said. “Again, we will sit down 
and have a meeting and hopefully 
we can start getting stuff installed as 
early as possible.” w 
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Hey, mister, can you spare $10 000? 
CITY MULLS NEW BYLAWS AS HOMELESS POPULATION GROWS 


CHLOE FEDIO / chloé@vucwaekty.com 


alking along Jasper Avenue 
at night, you're bound to 
cross paths with Mike Hol- 


loway. With a grin on his face and a 
hat at his feet, he'll whistle you a tune 
for some spare change. But the Nova 
Scotia native doesn’t consider himself 
to be a panhandler—he’s a street per- 
former, a busker. 

“Everybody knows me as ’the 
whistler,’” Holloway said. “I do over 
200 songs, and I can go four hours 
non-stop and not repeat one song 
twice.” 

Holloway is a chronic alcoholic. 
For two years, he lived on the streets 
of Edmonton, but he’s since man- 
aged to find a place to live. It’s noth- 
ing fancy, he insists. He doesn’t have 
a room with a view—but it’s a roof 
over his head. 

“I’m gonna tell you something 
right now, and this is very scary: I 
know more than you do right now. 
Why’s that? I lived the street,” he 
said, his usual impish smile replaced 
with a dark expression. “There's 
things about me that I would never 
let you see.” 

His words float from coherent to 
senseless babble; the stench of alco- 
hol is rich on his breath. He admits 
he's lonely. Whistling gives him a 
sense of purpose, so he strives to 
follow the guidelines for panhan- 
dling set out by the city. 

“The bylaw said as tong as I don't 
interfere with traffic or pedestrians, 
I'm good to go,” he recited. 

But while Holloway is a stickler 
for the rules, this isn’t the case for all 
the individuals who extend their 
hand, requesting coins. Some pan- 
handlers can be quite aggressive, 
even intimidating. 

According to section 402 of the 
City of Edmonton's traffic bylaws, 
“No person shall crowd, jostle or 
harass pedestrians in such a manner 
as to create or cause discomfort, dis- 
turbance or confusion.” 

The restrictions are broad, 
explained Sgt Steve Young, but they 
help officers deal with aggressive 
panhandlers. Young is the supervisor 
of the community service officers 
that patrol the streets of Edmonton 
during the summer months in an 
effort to curb criminal activity. The 
program began in the downtown 
core in 2005, but this year it has 
expanded to include the Old Strath- 
cona area. Contracted by the 
Edmonton Police Service, these offi- 
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cers patrol the streets seven days a 
week, from 8 am to 5 pm, taking 
some pressure off of police officers 
during the busy summer months. 

Part of the officers’ mandate is to 
make sure that panhandlers are 
obeying the bylaws. Young said that 
the goal is to achieve compliance to 
the rules, rather than the more puni- 
tive approach of handing out tickets. 

“In the case of our program, it's 
not a case of fining people,” he said. 
"You can’t sleep in the Ave~—you 
can’t sleep if you're in a suit or if 
you're a homeless person in less 
than a suit. It’s about a certain 
behaviour. 

“We're not saying they're bad peo- 
ple,” he continued. “it’s just this is 
what you can and cannot do.” 


BUT THIS MIGHT CHANGE, as pressure 


is growing to do something about an 
increased number of panhandlers on 
the street. Numerous complaints to 
City Hail have led Mayor Stephen 
Mandel to propose more aggressive 
laws to deal with coercive begging 
One model, based on a bylaw in 
Saskatoon, would see forceful pan- 
handlers face fines up to $10 000 for 
repeated offences. The idea is to 
prevent individuals from asking for 
money from anyone stopped in a 
vehicle, or within 10 metres of a bus 
stop, bank or ATM. 
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However, for Earl Sidney Paul, 
more rules are unnecessary. He sits 
quietly in a nook on 103 Street and 
102 Avenue, his head slouched 
down and his shopping cart at his 
side. He has an old green hat at his 
feet, but he’s not heckling anyone; 
he’s just waiting until nightfall so he 
can head down to the Hope Mission. 
“ESP” admits that there are some 
aggressive panhandlers on Jasper 
Avenue, but calls them ignorant. 

“Right now, I’ve got 20 bucks to 
my name, but I go to work tomor- 
row, I'll get another 20, so! don’t 
have to be aggressive,” he said, “I 
got my beer here, I got my cans 
there, | got my clothes there. | can 
sleep in a shelter tonight.” 

The 54-year-old works five days a 
week as a labourer. He’s proud of 
the fact that he’s never received a 
welfare cheque in his life. He worked 
the rigs for 25 years before hitting a 
bout of bad luck and ending up on 
the street. 

Now, the Thorsby native is part of 
anew community. He waves at a 
bearded man pushing his own shop- 
ping cart down the street. He shares 
leftovers handed to him by a passer- 
by with another homeless man 
who's wanting for food. 


BUT WHILE ESP IS busy minding his 
own business as the homeless com- 
munity in Edmonton grows, the 
aggressive nature of some panhan- 
dlers is an ongoing source of concern 

The issue is nothing new. Back in 
2003, the Old Strathcona Area Com- 
munity Council was particularly con- 
cerned about the state of the 
community, so they contracted the 
Boyle Street Community Services to 
provide some personnel to work 
with the panhandlers in the area. 
Terry Kettleson is one of these adult 
outreach workers; she said she has 
been instructing street people in 
proper panhandling etiquette 

"Be polite, be presentable, if some- 
body doesn't give you any money 
then thank them, and then the next 
day they may remember who you are 
and they may give some change,” 
Kettleson said, repeating her advice. 
“{t’s like a mother bear type of syn- 
drome that | have with the individu- 
als. If somebody's acting up, then | 
will tell them.” 

While Kettleson‘s main role is to 
work with panhandlers, she also 
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MS sufferers are still 
enduring reefer madness 


= | WELL, WELL, WELL 


= CONIC KOWARDG 
== | heath@weweekly.com 


News that medical marijuana user and 
activist Grant Krieger has been sent to 
prison on a trafficking charge is no real 
surprise, but it is profoundly disappoint- 
ing. Krieger has a marijuana licence for 
his multiple sclerosis (MS), and in 
March of this year the judge had ruled 
his sentence be delayed until details 
around access to his medicine behind 
bars was ironed out. But as of last 
week, Alberta's solicitor has general 
tumed down the judge's earlier request 
that Krieger have access to marijuana 
while serving his sentence, even 
though he has legal permission to use 
pot as medicine. 

He'll be in agony without his medicine 
and in a wheelchair because of his pain. 

A study published earlier this year in 
Neurology found smoked marijuana to 
be a safe and effective medicine for the 
very treatment-resistant kind of pain 
caused by damage to nerves (the kind 
found in HIV and MS patients.) The 
biggest drawback is smoke inhalation, 
one which is easily rectified with vapor- 
ization options. 

So why is this still a big deal for the 
severe my-legs-are-on-fire kind of pain 
many MS sufferers talk about? Why do 
activists and compassion clubs still need 
to worry about prison sentences? 

Not that access to government pot, in 
or out of prison, is anything to cheer 
about, from what users and others in the 
know say. According to research done by 
Canadians for Safe Access a few years 
ago, the pot provided by Health Canada 
is of pretty pathetic quality. 


FOR ONE THING, IT’S weak—three per 
cent tetrahydrocannabinol (THC) com- 
pared to over 12 per cant for the sam- 
ples from the Vancouver Island 
Compassion Club Society, which means 
much more needs to be used to gain 
medicinal effect. Levels of arsenic were 
more than double that found in compas- 
sion club supply {a little detail that 
might just explain the headaches users 
complain of), and while compassion 
club pot is grown organically, govern- 
ment pot is irradiated and grown with 
phosphate-based chemical fertilizers, 
exposing those already ili to yet anoth- 
er carcinogen. 

There are, of course, sanctioned phar- 
maceutical remedies for MS pain, but 
they are, according to many MS 
patients, not anywhere near as desirable 
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as high quality marijuana is 

Neuropathic of nerve pain, the kind 
of MS pain most resistant to treat 
ment, is often treated with tricyclic 
antidepressants (a class of antidepres. 
Sants now fargely replaced by newer 
ones), They're used for this kind of pain 
because they're sedating, which means 
fife must be put on hold, someth 
Sufferers are often unwilling to do any- 
more than they've already had to 
Other options include muscle relaxants 
and antispasmodic drugs such as 
baclofen (Lioresol), but baclofen affects 
muscle tone and balance and comes 
with a risk of withdrawal symptom 
that include seizures, hallucinations 
high fevers and extreme rebound spas- 
ticity and muscle rigidity. 

And there is Marinol, a synthetic form 
of THC that has been available by pre- 
Scription for a Jong time but isn’t very 
popular with patients either. They insis 
that it isn’t nearly as effective or side 
effect free as marijuana and is difficult 
to keep down when severe chemo 
induced nausea is the reason for treat 
ment. Inhalation of marijuana, on the 
other hand, provides immediate relief 
and a growing collection of scientific lit- 
erature confirms that inhaled marijuana 
does in fact work better and with fewer 
side effects. 

Narcotics such as codeine and Ocy- 
Contin are often used for severe pain 
also, but marijuana is infinitely less 
addictive than these. Long-acting formu- 
lations of OcyContin provide sustained 
pain relief when properly used, but if 
chewed or snorted or injected, they pro- 
duce a fast and potentially lethal high, 
and have consequently been linked to 
many deaths. 

The best of the pharmaceutical option 
for MS pain seems to be Sativex, a close 
cousin of pot. Approved by Health ¢ Cana- 
da in 2005 and applauded by the MS 
society, it is an extract of cannabis com 
pounds from the marijuana plant, mak- 
ing it chemically very similar. | 
sprayed under the tongue and its medici- 
nal effects are more rapid than those of 
a pill (though not as rapid as those of 
inhaled cannabis). Side effects such as 
dizziness are fairly common, possibly 
because higher doses are used in the 
desperation for fast relief 

But if Sativex, which contains the 
chemical essence of marijuana, is con- 
sidered safe, why the tight regulation 
around marijuana? Maybe it has some- 
thing to do with the power of Big Phar- 
ma, with their very marketable, very 
patentabie and very profitable offerings 
of pain relief? v 
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Life after oil is coming ... but will we be ready? 
THE COMING ‘POST-CARBON’ ECONOMY DOESN'T HAVE TO BE THE END OF ALBERTA’S PROSPERITY 


MURRAY SINCLAIR / marray@vueweekty.com 


The year is 2040. Symbolic of Edmon- 
ton’s rust-belt economy, electric cars 
whiz by an abandoned, derelict Refinery 
Row, although there are plans to turn 
part of the old complex into a petrole- 
um heritage site. In a nearby run-down 
café, Chad and john talk about the 
boom years of their youth. They recall 
the time before Alberta got left behind, 
as governments and consumers world- 
wide tumed away from dwindling oil 
and coal energy sources in a mass 
response to global warming and other 
environmental concems. They discuss 
the time before downtown Calgary 
became an abandoned shell of empyy 
buildings, before Fort McMurray turned 
into a ghost town, before so many of 
Alberta's youth moved to Allantic Cana- 
da to take plentiful jobs in the red-hot 
tidal-power industry. “We never thought 
Alberta‘’s boom would end,” says John 
“Yeah,” replies Chad, looking philo- 
sophical. “But the Stone Age didn't end 
because we ran out of stones.” 


his future shock scenario may 

sound far-fetched, especially 

with all the hype about Alber- 

ta's current petroleum-driven boom 

and seemingly unending supply 
promised by the province's oil sands 

But environmentalists are predict- 
ing a post-carbon or “carbon-con- 
strained” future, when the world will 
use significantly less fossil fuels to the 
point where they will no longer be a 
main source of energy. 

“We're at the very beginning of the 
end of the oi] age,” said Lindsay Telfer, 
director of the Sierra Club of Canada’s 
prairie chapter. “Our own govern- 
ment’s trying to struggle with it.” 

After hearing the fictional dystopia 
described above, an analyst with the 
Pembina Institute replied “I don’t 
know if things would happen that dra- 
matically.” 

Jaisel Vadgama said the more likely 
conversation would be “if we had 
started planning, we could still have a 
vibrant economy, or a boom based on 
something else 

‘We are certainly at risk of being 
left behind on new technologies 
Vadgama admitted. “Alberta could 
shoot itself in the foot.” 

Carbon-based fuel sources like oil 
and coal are fingered for warming the 
climate when they are burned and 
release greenhouse gases, named for 
their environmental effect on the 
atmosphere 


MUCH OF THE DISCUSSION about dealing 


with global warming has centred 
around 199 yoto Protocol, ratified 
by 173 countries, which commits Cana- 
da to cull its greenhouse-gas emissions 
to six per cent below 1990 levels. 

Telfer said many European coun- 
tries are well ahead of that goal, with 
the UK exceeding its Kyoto target and 
Sweden massively investing in alter- 
native fuels 

"There's an acknowledgement of 
serious problems and repercussions” 


=| THE FUTURE 


related to global warming, she said. 

But Kyoto is considered just a first 
step, and many US states and Euro- 
pean Union countries are targeting 
greenhouse-gas emission cuts of 60 
to 80 per cent from current levels in 
the next 40 years. 

“By 2050, global emissions must be 
reduced by up to 50 per cent compared 
to 1990, implying reductions in devel- 
oped countries of 60 to 80 per cent by 
2050,” specifies a document approved 
in January from the EU, which cites 
“considerable scientific evidence from 
the Intergovernmental Panel on Cli- 
mate Change” to back this goal. 

“Many developing countries will 
also need to significantly reduce their 
emissions,” Telfer said. “It’s critical 
that the quickly developing countries 
of india and China start to face reduc- 
tions for the post-Kyoto period of 
2012-20, which will be globally nego- 
tiated next.” 

The Europeans have backed the cuts 
scientists have said are a needed step 
to stabilize the climate at two degrees 
Celsius above pre-industrial levels, to 
ultimately deal with global warming. 

"Now people are thinking more 
long-term,” said Vadgama. “It’s cer- 
tainly not too late to be doing some- 
thing about it.” 

Japan is also asking the world to 
take its lead on the Cool Earth 50 plan, 
which aims to halve the country’s 
greenhouse gases by 2050, but from 
current instead of Kyoto’s 1990 levels. 

“The 50 per cent off 1990 works out 
about the same as 60 per cent off 
2006," explained Lynn Brunette, a 
spokeswoman’s for Canada’s environ- 
ment ministry. 

in this country, greenhouse-gas 
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cuts have continued to be a hot politi- 
cal potato, with the former Liberal 
government that signed Kyoto 
accused of doing nothing to imple- 
ment it, while the country's emissions 
grew to the current 30 per cent above 
1990 levels. 

Prime Minister Stephen Harper's 
minority Conservative government 
pulled out of Kyoto, but in its Clean Air 
Act targeted greenhouse emissions 
cuts between 45 and 65 per cent by 
2050, using 2003 levels as a baseline. 

The act was heavily rewritten by 
the opposition parties, which have a 
majority in the House of Commons, 
while an opposition bill asking the 
government to implement Kyoto 
became law last week. 

But the Tories say the law lacks 
teeth, as it prescribes no funding, and 
the government has not acted on the 
rewritten Clean Air and Climate 
Change Act that sets 60 to 80 per cent 
reductions by 2050, based on Kyoto’s 
1990 levels. 

Harper has instead introduced a 
set of regulations, which are silent 
on the 2050 target, but aim to cut 
Canada's greenhouse gases by 20 per 
cent by 2020, this time compared to 
2006 levels. 


WHILE PARLIAMENT PLAYS with the 
numbers, the City of Toronto 
announced in March it was going 
much further, targeting an 80 per cent 
reduction from the 1990 emission 
level by 2050. 

This month, the Saskatchewan 
government said it will cut the 
province's greenhouse gas emissions 
80 per cent by 2050, using a 2004 
baseline instead. 

But the biggest obstacle worldwide 
to greenhouse-gas cuts has been the 
administration of American President 
George W Bush, who pulled his coun- 
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try out of Kyoto and rejected firm tar- 
gets proposed at this month’s G8 
summit of industrialized countries. 

Still, the US's largest state, Califor- 
nia, has announced plans to reduce 
the emissions to 80 per cent below 
1990 levels by 2050, while New Jersey 
passed a law to cut emissions by the 
same amount by then, using a 2006 
baseline instead. 

Telfer said even presidential candi- 
dates for 2008 from Bush’s Republican 
party, like John McCain, are talking 
about firm targets restricting green- 
house-gas emissions. 

“Carbon will likely be capped glob- 
ally,” she predicted. “Ultimately, it’s 
going to be inevitable. These 60 to 80 
per cent caps are going to be strin- 
gent, and should send a clear signal 
to energy companies and consumers.” 

But consumers have already been 
buying gas-electrical hybrid and 
hydrogen-powered vehicles, which 
have emerged on the market with lit- 
tle of no government incentives. 

“In many respects, consumers are 
going ahead,” said Telfer, who noted 
declining SUV sales but still predicted 
that politically imposed carbon caps 
will come first. 

"Citizens are making demands to 
step up (government action on cli- 
mate change),” she continued. “You 
need government to send the signal 
and significant consumer demand.” 

Automotive observers anticipate 
that hydrogen vehicles will be com- 
mercially available within a decade, 
while a “hydrogen highway” of filling 
stations has been planned from Cali- 
fornia to British Columbia. 

Bio-fuels like ethanol made from 
farm crops and fat from livestock and 
restaurant waste are other emerging 
oil alternatives to power future vehi- 
cles and industry. In April two giants 

in the oil and meat production fields, 
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ConocoPhillips and Tyson food, 
announced a joint venture to produce 
fuel from beef, pork and poultry fat to 
market to American trucking fleets. 

Vehicles running on alternative 
fuels would have a significant impact, 
as transportation accounts for 20 per 
cent of all greenhouse emissions in 
Canada, while an equal amount is ~ 
spewed out for fossil fuel production. 

Telfer said transportation uses up 
75 per cent of the oil derived from the 
oil sands, which themselves produce 
85 tonnes of carbon dioxide per barrel 
during extraction, three times the 
amount from conventional oil devel- 
opment. 

Globally, fuel oil and gasoline gob- 
ble up 84 per cent of petroleum pro- 
duction, with other petrochemical 
products like plastics using the rest. 

But scientists are also seeking alter- 
native feedstock sources for plastic, 
with one company genetically modify- 
ing canola to produce a natural plastic. 

Another sign pointing to a post-car- 
bon economy is “peak oil,” referring to 
the time when all the world's available 
oil will be discovered, leading to a 
gradual fall in petro-production. 

The CEO of Calgary’s Talisman 
Energy recently predicted that global 
oi! production had already peaked, 
meaning that prices of the non-renew- 
able resource will inevitably climb. 

Telfer agrees, but noted that some 
feel production peaked as far back as 
1990, while others say it will arrive 
later. 

"We need to use less carbon. That's . 
going to hit us” before peak oil 
arrives, predicted Vadgama. 

Conventional wisdom suggests that 
the post-carbon economy is slated to 
hit Alberta hard, as Canada’s largest 
producer of both oil, and coal for elec- 
tricity. 

"It’s a central part of the Alberta 
economy,” said Alberta Energy 
spokesman Jason Chance, confirming 
that one in six Albertans work for the 
industry directly or indirectly. 

He noted the $14.7 billion paid to 
the treasury for 2005-06 in oil and gas 
royalties and taxes, a figure that does- 
n't include income tax or other eco- 
nomic spin-off effects. 

University of Alberta economist 
Andre Plourde said roughly a third of 
provincial government revenues 
come directly from the industry. The 
sector makes up between 15 to 40 per 
cent of Alberta’s economy, the profes- 
sor said, depending on what factors 
are measured. 

“We're big producers and con- 
sumers of hydrocarbons,” said Plourde. 

Alberta was a lot less dependent on 
fossil fuels in the 1980s and ‘90s, he 
said, speculating that the province is 
now at roughly the same point it was 
in the early ‘70s. 


ALBERTA 1S RESPONSIBLE FOR around 


40 per cent of Canada’s emissions, 
with oil and gas spewing 33 per cent 
of the provincial total, and our mostly 
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Honesty is the best policy— 
especially for governments 


DUFF CONACHER / dwateh.ca 

Canadian politicians of all types have bro- 
ken election promises and, along with 
government officials, misled the public in 
between elections too many times to list. 
Given the number of people hurt by this 
dishonesty, you would think that passing 
laws requiring honesty in politics would 
be a top priority. 

After all, politicians have passed many 
laws requiring many Canadians to be 
honest. From welfare applicants to tax- 
payers to corporate executives, it is itle- 
gal for Canadians to lie—high penalties 
are in place to discourage dishonesty, 

It's even illegal for anyone anywhere in 
Canada to make a false claim about elec- 
tion candidates. 

. But when it comes to candidates lying 
to voters, and politicians and government 
officials misleading the public, almost 
anything goes. in fact, it is actually ille- 
gal under most election laws for candi- 
dates to make a written pledge to do 
something specific if elected. 

Judges have ruled in lawsuits filed 
against promise-breaking politicians that 
voters are naive to believe election prom- 
ises, so no one has been penalized. And 
the federal ethics commissioner has so 
far refused to enforce the ethics rule 
requiring honesty, making the unsupport- 
able claim that it isn't a rule. 


A FEW RIDICULOUS REASONS are usual- 
ly given for not requiring honesty in poli- 
tics and not penalizing misleaders. 

Some say that when candidates make 
promises, they don't know what changes 
might occur if they win, and therefore 
shouldn't be penalized if they break prom- 
ises. The simple solution is for candidates 
to make promises that honestly set out 
the circumstances under which they 
would change direction (instead of the 
usually dishonest iron-clad promises they 
currently make). 

If honesty was required, some candi- 
dates and parties may try to get away 
with making only vague promises—but 
they would likely lose to those willing to 
set out a well-defined platform that tells 
voters exactly what they will receive. 

In any case, politicians could be 
allowed to cite truly unforeseeable 
changes as a justifjable reason for break- 
ing a promise. 

Some say that politicians do face a 
penalty for breaking promises or being 
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dishonest, the penalty of losing the next 
election. However, promise-breaking 
politicians often don't lose the next elec- 
tion, especially when their broken promise 
only affects a minority of the population. 
Some say that there would be a flood 
of lawsuits if dishonesty in politics was 


" made illegal. While it may be that, as in 


war, the first casualty of politics currently 
is truth, very likely fewer politicians and 
government officials would be dishonest 
if they faced significant penalties, which 
would greatly reduce the number of 
cases, As well, fear of many court cases 
didn't stop politicians from making dis- 
honesty illegal for 500 000 Canadian cor- 
porations and millions of Canadians. 

In addition, if honesty-in-politics Jaws 
gave the public the right to complain to 
ethics watchdog agencies, and the agen- 
cies the power to dismiss frivolous com- 
plaints, and to penalize misleaders only 
with high fines, even if complaints were 
humerous they could be dealt with fairly 
quickly, easily and inexpensively. 

So while the fundamental right to 
vote is guaranteed under the Charter of 
Rights and Freedoms, it is violated 
across the country on a regular basis 
No wonder the number one reason non- 
voters give for failing to cast a ballot is 
lack of honesty in politics, and dishon- 
esty is the top government accountabili- 
ty concern for voters. 

This summer, tell your municipal, 
provincial and federal politicians that you 
want them to pass a law giving the public 
an easy, low-cost way to file complaints 
about broken promises, party-switching 
and false claims, with high penalties for 
violations, and do the same with candi- 
dates in every election. 

To be honest, you may not like the 
answer you receive. But you will find aut 
which of them want to make politics an 
honest living, and which are leaders as 
opposed to misleaders. 

And, if we're all lucky, that will eventu- 
ally lead to a critical mass of politicians 
across Canada finally respecting voters 
wishes and rights, and passing the 
strong, strict honesty-in-politics laws all 
Canadians deserve. w 


Duff Conacher is the coordinator of 
Democracy Watch, an Ottawa-based citi- 
zen group advocating democratic reforms, 
government accountability and corporate 
responsibility. 
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Can the West cure China’s 
industrial disease? 


& | DYER STRAIGHT 


= BWYANE DYER 
gwynne @vueweekly.com 


The United States is off the hook: last 
year China overtook the Americans to 
become the world’s biggest emitter of 
carbon dioxide. “The tall tree attracts the 
wind,” and from now on China will be the 
main target of the criticism that used to 
be directed at the United States for refus- 
ing to accept binding limits on its green- 
house gas emissions. 

What is particularly striking is the 
speed with which China has passed the 
United States. in 2005 its CO2 emissions 
were two per cent lower than those of 
the US; in 2006 they were eight per cent 
higher. Yet China only has four times the 
population of the United States, and the 
average Chinese in nothing like a quarter 
as rich as the average American. !n fact, 
the vast majority of Chinese don’t even 
own cars. So why does China produce so 
much C02? 

One reason is cement. The pace of 
building in China is so intense that the 
country produces 44 per cent of the 
world’s cement (the US produces 4 per 
cent), and cement production is a major 
source of greenhouse gases. The main 
culprit, however, is coal, which accounts 
for 70 per cent of China’s energy con- 
sumption. 

China already burns more than twice 
as much coal as the United States, and 
almost as much as everybody else in the 
world combined. In the race to keep up 
with soaring energy demand, it is building 
550 new coal-fired power plants (they are 
currently opening at the rate of two a 
week), and nobody has the time to experi- 
ment with clean-burning coal technolo- 
gies that are still new even in the West. 
So China’s emissions will continue to race 
ahead of everybody else's. 

How can they let this happen? Don’t 


they understand that emissions growing 
at this pace will pitch the world into run- 
away climate change, and that they will 
be among the worst sufferers if that hap- 
pens? Well, yes and no. The Chinese pub- 
lic mostly does not understand where this 
is leading, because there has been little 
discussion of climate change in their 
media, but also because their attention is 
focused closer to home. 

“China’s position today is similar to 
that of the US or Europe during the ‘70s, 
when people first started to be concerned 
about pollution and the destruction of 
ecosystems,” explained climate change 
expert Zou Ji of Renmin University in Bei- 
jing. “We have only just started being 
concerned about local environmental 
issues. When we become richer and rich- 

Tr... people will have more time and 
More resources to pay attention to some- 
thing not directly linked to themselves.” 

But climate change will affect the lives 
of ordinary Chinese people, and the gov- 
ernment and the experts know it. One 
government study last year predicted a 37 
per cent fall in crop yields within the next 
50 years if current trends persist. Since 
we may assume that climate change will 
be having comparable effects elsewhere 
and that even a rich China will be unable 
to make up the shortfall by importing 
food, that prediction implies mass starva- 
tion. Don’t they care? 

Of course they care, but they are in a 
high-stakes poker game and they cannot 
afford to blink. There is going to have te 
be a global agreement on curbing green- 
house gas emissions within the next five 
to 10 years or the world faces runaway 
climate change, but countries like China 
and India must get special terms or their 
hopes of a prosperous future are doomed. 


PUT YOURSELF IN CHINA'S shoes. Five 
centuries ago average incomes in Europe, 
India and China were about the same. 
Then the Europeans got the jump on 
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everybody else technologically, grew 
unimaginably rich and powerful and con- 
quered practically the whole world, They 
also industrialized, so for two hundred 
years it was their industries, their cities 
and their vehicles that poured excess CO2 
and other greenhouse gases into the 
atmosphere. 

Now the rich countries are concerned 
about the consequences. Now they are 
even willing to curb their emissions 
{though some rich countries less so than 
others}—but they can easily afford to, 
because they are already rich and are 
bound to remain so. 

Whereas if China imposes the same 
kind of curbs on its emissions, then it will 
not become a country where most people 
are prosperous and secure in this genefa- 
tion, or perhaps ever. The same goes for 
India and all the other once-poor coun- 
tries that are now experiencing very rapid 
economic growth. So the deal must be 
that they get to keep on growing fast, and 
the rich countries take the strain. 

There are two main ways for the 
developed countries to proceed. One is to 
cut their own emissions very deeply, leav- 
ing some room for the developing coun- 
tries to expand theirs. The other way is to 
pay directly for cuts in the emissions of 
the developing countries: pay them to 
adopt clean-burning coal technologies, 
pay them to build renewable energy 
sources, pay them not to cut the rain- 
forests down. Pay them quite a jot, in 
fact, because otherwise we all suffer. 

The developing countries will never get 
that deal unless they demonstrate that 
they are unwilling to curb their emissions 
without it. That is what they are doing at 
the moment, and it's not actually a poker 
game at all. It is a game of chicken. v 


Gwynne Dyer is a London-based inde- 
pendent journalist whose articles are 
published in 45 countries. His column 
appears regularly in Jue Weekly. 


No dummies (and 


few ladies) allowed 
MENSA NATIONAL CONFERENCE HITS TOWN 


JOEL KELLY / jos!@vueweekly.com 
ensa: a society for brainiacs, rocket 
Me ... and sex toy enthusiasts? 

If that mental image doesn’t quite fit with 
your perception of the world’s largest and 
best-known high-IQ society, you may be sur- 
prised by some of the activities planned for 
this weekend's Mensa Canada 2007 Annual 
General Gathering, which is being held in 
Edmonton for the first time in 20 years. 
According to the conference’s website, Men- 
sans will spend their wild E-town weekend 
taking in some improv, watching the Canada 
Day fireworks, participating in a scavenger 
hunt and throwing parties—of the "Mild to 
Wild Sex Toy,” “self DJ dance” and “pizza” vari- 
eties, respectively. 

"It's a fairly open-minded group—people 
aren't afraid to talk about things,” explained 
conference chair Hal Simonson. 

Members of the club don’t think the rest of us 
ought to be too shocked by the weekend's fes- 
tivities: not only do Mensans say that their 
large, geeky brains helps them get Jaid in all 
sorts of kinky ways, they even argue that they 
make better lovers than your average pool 
boy—and they aren't afraid to brag about it. 

Rodrigo de Ja Jara, a local Mensa member, is 
happy to point out statistics that support the 
above claim, along with a long list of others: 
high IQ people are less likely to get divorced, 
have car accidents, end up incarcerated or live 
in poverty. 

Another statistic (one that de la Jara admits 
he has always found a bit troubling) is that card- 
carrying Mensans are generally, well, other 
dudes like him: Mensa‘s membership is over 
two-thirds male. 

“| basically joined to meet women,” he said. 
“That didn’t really work out.” 

However, de la Jara does say that joining the 
organization has introduced him to people who 
understand the difficulties of, say, being able to 
recite the first 1000 digits of pi, something that 


2 SMARTYPANTS 


the outside world doesn't really get. 

“I've always had feelings of being different 
and outside of regular society,” de la Jara said. 
“It’s pretty typical in school that the smartest 
kids are often ostracized.” 

Simonson echoes this sentiment, saying that 
being part of Mensa is more about camaraderie 
than intellectualism. 

“When I go to our monthly lunches or for a 
beer with other members, other than the fact 
that everyone is Mensa, it’s just a random group 
of people BSing,” he admitted. “It’s not as high- 
falutin as you might think.” 


EDMONTONIANS INTERESTED in joining Mensa 
can show up at the conference on Friday after- 
noon to take an official Mensa IQ test (for more 
information, visit mensaedmonton.ca). Accord- 
ing to the organization, hopefuls will be invited 
to join if they “attain a score within the upper 
two per cent of the general population” (“mean- 
ing that their score is better than 98 per cent of 
the others who took it," the press release added 
for us regular folk). 

Criticisms of IQ testing—that it is inaccurate, 
fallible and culturally biased, for example—don't 
faze Mensans. 

“IQ testing] is completely unbiased,” said 
Simonson. De la Jara agreed: "The media has a 
very distorted view of what IQ testing is. It is not 
biased against racial groups or sex groups or 
whatever you might want to discriminate about. 
It's the best measure of anything we have on 
how well you'll do in school.” 

Simonson thinks that Mensa could be a very 
powerful force, even locally. 

“We're supposed to represent two per cent of 
the population—so that's 20 000 people in 
Edmonton," he noted. “We've got about 80 peo- 
ple in the organization, so there's a lot of oppor- 
tunity for growth.” w 
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coal-based electricity production con- 
tributing another 22 per cent. 

Nationwide, about 85 per cent of 
total Canadian greenhouse-gas emis- 
sions are “associated with energy 
consumption, production and distri- 
bution,” reads a federal government 
energy outlook. 

In February, former oilfteld busi- 
nessman and provincial Energy Minis- 
ter Mel Knight said he didn’t see 
worldwide environmental pressure 
shaking Alberta's link to an industry 

. that has provided so much wealth. 

Chance said the provincial govern- 
ment does not think a post-carbon 
economy is imminent, calling the 
concept speculative, and saying the 
industry will remain a key part of 
Alberta’s economy, which he noted 
benefits Canada as a whole. 

Like the spokesman, Plourde 
rejects the view that peak oil has hap- 
pened or will soon, arguing there's 
“all kinds of places that have not been 
explored” worldwide. 

High gasoline prices equaling*more 
than $1 at the pumps may be attrib- 

* uted to bottlenecks in refining, he said. 

The economist agrees with Vadga- 

* ma that governments should start to 
put a price on carbon that factors in 
the environmental harm inherent in 
its production 

But he noted that the 2050 date for 
‘mass greenhouse-gas cuts is far 
away, leaving much time for a gradual 
transition. 

No government would legislate an 
abrupt change away from fossil fuels, 
Plourde predicted, and he doesn’t 
foresee a similar shock from any sud- 
den shift in consumer preferences. 

When asked about the post-carbon 
economy, Canadian Association of 
Petroleum Producers (CAPP) president 
Pierre Alvarez warned to “be careful 
to say things are necessarily over.” 

While hard emission caps “clearly 
will have an impact if they come,” he 
pointed to a Shell study showing fos- 
sil-fuel production stabilizing due to 
new demand coming from the devel- 
oping world, and then declining 
slightly. 

Sure, the day will come when 
there’s a transition towards more 
alternative fuels, said Alvarez, but he 
wondered how ready these alterna- 
tives will be for the market in today's 
“energy-intensive economy.” 

Saying there's a “great debate” over 
peak oi}, Alvarez admitted conven- 
tional oil extraction has “certainly” 


peaked, leaving harder-to-extract oil * 


like that found in Alberta’s oil sands. 
The techriology and labour intensi- 
ty needed to get this oil can drive up 
the price, making alternative fuels 
more attractive to develop, and 
Alvarez acknowledged oil could start 
to price itself out of the market. 
“That's what markets do,” he said, 
noting how the oil industry has a long 
history of weathering upheavals. 
"Everybody has to adapt to this.” 
Alvarez added that the province is 


aware of the changing dollar figures * 


and related royalties involved as the 
ways of getting fossil fuels out of the 
ground change. 

“Financially, there’s a crunch com- 
ing,” warned Vadgama, who lamented 


Alberta’s lack of a long-term energy 
strategy in favour of mass extraction 
as soon as possible. “The money com- 
ing in (now) isn’t going to be coming 
in over 20 years.” 

Earlier this month, Alberta's Energy 
and Utilities Board announced its 
belief that the province's production 
of natural gas, a top government roy- 
alty-earner, peaked in 2001 and will 
continue to drop. 

Chance acknowledged Alberta's 
need to take into account the chang- 
ing landscape. 

"We're also looking to the future,” 
the spokesman said. 

He called Alberta a national leader 
by producing Canada’s highest 
amount of wind power per capita, 
while the province is supporting bio- 
fuels and more efficient coal plants. 

Chance also touted Alberta’s cli- 
mate-change legislation, which 
includes a carbon-trading system but 
has been panned by opponents for 
being “intensity-based,” meaning 
greenhouse emissions could go up as 
companies expand their output. 

“The government is trying to shel- 
ter the industry from the world mar- 
ket,” said Vadgama, , 

He said when the government, 
which rallied hard against Kyoto, sets 
up a doom-and-gloom scenario wam- 
ing that new green laws will destroy 
the economy, environmentalism gets 
blamed when there’s an economic 
downtum. 

“People have a vested interest in a 
global economy that requires a lot of 
petroleum,” said the analyst, adding 
that dealing with a post-carbon econ- 
omy is an interesting question in 


. Alberta. 


"Does Alberta say ‘let’s get ready, 
and make sure it’s not a sudden shift 
that takes us by surprise?,” he asked. 
"It makes more sense to adapt to 
change than plugging our ears. 

“In Alberta, there’s a lot of poten- 
tial to decouple economic growth and 
greenhouse-gas intensity,” he contin- 
ued. “Alberta is energy-rich in fossil 
fuels, but also abundant in solar and 
wind resources. Everyone can have 
solar panels on their houses.” 

Conservation and efficiency can be 
tied-in to better design of communi- 
ties, Telfer added, to make them less 
vehicle-dependent. 

Vadgama agreed with Alvarez that 
wind-power reliability is literally 
linked to how often the wind blows, 
but he said better battery technology 
could solve this problem. 

“There are these major technolo- 
gies that will come over the next 40 
years,” predicted the analyst. “We 
could put into place ail of [these tech- 
nologies}].” ’ 

In line with the idea of putting eggs 
in different baskets, Vadgama listed 
knowledge as a new technology 
Alberta could develop, perhaps with 
money saved from the present petro- 
based boom. ¥ 

“tt doesn’t happen overnight,” he 
warned, “and it’s going to be more 
expensive.” — 

New environmental technologies 
developed in Alberta could be export- 
ed, he said, noting Denmark’s indus- 
try spreading the nation’s know-how 
from its well-developed wind-power 
industry. 

Economic diversification has jong 
been a political dream in Alberta, but 


Plourde watned that developing an 
alternative economy isn’t as simple as 
having some sort of Plan B to be easi- 
ly pulled out when Plan A fizzles. 

CAPP wants developing new tech- 
nology instead of a carbon-trading 
system, but Alvarez said the new 
technology could be combined with 
fossil-fuel extraction, suggesting the 
oil sands could be tapped to heip-pro- 
duce hydrogen. 

He pointed out that his associa- 
tion’s energy companies are the 
biggest users of solar, wind and 
ethanol fuel, for example with solar 
panels powering remote wells. 


ENVIRONMENTALISTS ARE WARY of 
clinging on to old technologies, with 
Telfer warning that powering electric 
vehicles with coal would cut into their 
ecological benefit. 

But Vadgama still foresees a role for 
some fossil fuels, pointing out how it 
may be hard to power an airplane 
with sources other than oil-based fuel. 

As supply and demand for oil 
shrinks, he said Alberta would remain 


in a good market position as a politi- 
cally stable supplier that is close to 
the United States. 

But the analyst said the remaining 
oil produced here would have to be 
extracted in an environmentally 
sound way, for instance by capturing 
and storing the carbon released by the 
oil sands, at a cost Pembina estimates 
to be £2 to $3 per barrel. 

Even Alvarez speaks about Alberta’s 
ultimate transition to an “energy econ- 
omy from an oil-and-gas economy.” 

But he said it's very unlikely that 
the revenues generated from fossil 
fuels will be replaced dollar per dollar 
by what will come in from less lucra 
tive wind or solar power, 

The province will remain an energy 
superpower, the president predicted, 
but “it won't be the same superpower.” 

Regardless of what happens to the 


provincial economy, environmental- . 


ists say the fight against global warm- 
ing will continue. 

“There's very little change of the 
Status quo,” said Vadgama. “The 
effects of global warming are going to 


be severe. We will experience less 
predictable weather.” 

He added that the rest of the world 
is feeling the effects now, predicting 
up to five billion people will be affect- 
ed, for instance with rising sea levels 
in heavily populated coastal regions 
of Bangladesh. The analyst pointed 
out that the US and British govern- 
ments are now factoring the security 
implications of environmentally dis- 
placed people into their defence and 
foreign policy calculations, 

Earlier this month, United Nations 
Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon partly 
blamed climate change for the conflict 
in Sudan's Darfur region, noting the 
area’s droughts and related fighting 
over water sources 

Vadgama, who spent last year in 
Africa, said developing-world areas 
hurt by the sort of pollution Alberta 
produces are looking at the province 
and saying in an incredulous tone of 
voice, “you're telling us you don't have 
the economic capacity to change?""— 
although he readily admitted that "We 
don’t hear about that story." v 
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PANHANDLING 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5 


A more effecti 
according to Kettles 
handlers tangible 


makes an effort to educate resi- 
dents and businesses in Old Strath- 
cona that their own behaviour can 
influence the behaviour of panhan- 
diers. Her solution to stop coercive 
begging is simple: don’t gi a 
dlers money. She emph 
most panhandlers will s 
money they collect on “a 
drugs, or even both 

“My personal view is that if a com- 
munity stops giving money and just 
said to an individual, ‘! don't give 
money’ then it’s not going to be 
pletely alleviated, but once the s 
people start to understand the stan- 
dards of the community—that money 
isn't given—then they're going to 
move to try and find somep 


com- 


Kettleson said “Individuals come to 

Whyte Avenue because they know 

that it’s a very lucrative are a 

handle; they know that the can get union 

the money." thin v 
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DSHack, baby DSHack! 


OARREM ZED 


aa LIVES 


“| went all weekend without playing 
Pokemon!” 
We're picking up the campsite, getting 


ready to leave North Country Fair behind - 


for another year, and | fully understand 
my buddy's pride, pride detectable behind 
the sunburn, behind the twigs in the 
beard, behind the post-mushroom, 
looked-into-the-abyss glaze in his eyes. 
There amid the weekend's flotsam of 
crushed cans, empty cases, upended 
lawn chairs, half-collapsed tents and mis- 
cellaneous debris, | know how good it 
feels to come out the other side of this 
sodden, smoked-up annual hippie/hoser 
musical bacchanal without having 
crawled away into the glowing refuge of 
the DS screen, because I've managed it, 
too. My body may be hung over, but my 


game-addicted mind is clear. 

it was a near thing, let me tell you. 

A couple weeks ago, | wrote in this 
space of my frustration at being teased by 
Legend of the Unemployed Ninja into a 
futile desire for a portable roguelike game 
—that is, a handheld version of one of the 
many dungeon-crawling games that fol- 
low in the footsteps of the1980 computer 
game Aogue, which featured totally ran- 
domized levels, minimalist text-based 
“graphics,” unforgiving difficulty and total 
addictiveness for a certain kind of nerd. 
The idea that | could get netHack, 
Angband, Moria or somesuch on my DS 
seemed like a ridiculous daydream; such a 
thing could never be commercially viable, 
would never be published or distributed. 

I'd somehow forgotten that commercial 
viability, publication and distribution have 
never been issues for the raguelike genre; 
it’s the nichiest of niches, developed and 
evolved over the years by legions of 
obsessed hobbyist/hacker/fans. Of course 


somebody was going to cobble up a DS 
roguelike. All | had to do was look for it. 
Enter DSHack. 


DSHACK IS A PORT, by a programmer 
who goes by the handle Sasq, of Linley 
Dungeon Crawl, a roguelike in a fairly 
conservative tradition. With its 26-player 
races and a like number of character 
classes, its 400-something monster types, 
and its dozen-deity pantheon, Craw/ is 
deeper {mathematically if not narratively; 
roguelikes are infamously story-light) 
than any commercial RPG, while still 
much simpler than what many of Rogue's 
offspring have developed into. It's basic: 
fight your way to the bottom of the dun- 
geon, get the magic thingamabob, and 
fight your way back up. 

I'd thought the lack of a keyboard 
would pose an insurmountable problem for 
a portable roguelike. Straightforward as 
the game's objectives may be, they're 
accomplished through a bewildering array 
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of command, with nearly every key of a 
standard keyboard mapped to some func- 
tion and most doubling up—“d”, for exam- 
ple, drops stuff, while “D" dissects slain 
monsters inte gross but (maybe) nutritious 
slabs of meat, Sasq has put together a 
contro} scheme, making intuitive use of all 
the DS's shoulder and face buttons as well 
as a soft keyboard on the touchscreen, 
that actually feels smoother and somehow 
more gamelike than traditional keyboard 
controls once you get it ingrained into your 
hands’ muscle memory. 

| quess it might take a while to get to 
that point, but a while is what I've taken. 
This game, with its constant treadmill of 
die-retry-die-retry-etc. | must have taken 
two hundred characters into the pit over 
the last couple weeks. | could honestly 
play it all day, just zoning out, crashing 
through the levels on glazed game-zombie 
autopilot. So when North Country 
wrapped up with my DS still fully charged 
in the bottom of my bag, it felt like an 
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accomplishment, a triumph of social abili- 
ty and will to party over demanding geek- 
dom ... or maybe the thought of 
experiencing roguelike on mushrooms 
scared me off; | can’t really remember. 

Now, consider; it has no commercial 
slickness, but DSCraw/ is pretty much my 
favourite DS game ever ... and | had to go 
through Nintendo-disapproved greymarket 
channels to play it. There is hope, though. 
for impossibly specialize t yesterday, 
Nintendo announced their “Wiiware” ini- 
tiative, a system by which smaller, inde- 
pendent developers will be able to create 
and publish original downloadable games 
for Wii. Lower development and distribu- 
tion costs mean more risks can be 
taken—this is going to be the model for 
much of the games industry as the cost of 
mega-blockbusters increases and gaming 
Mainstreams (and niches) itself away from 
the hardcore. in a perfect future, a game 
like Craw/ will find its way out of the dun- 
geon and into the light. w 
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Botticelli’s creates works of art 
in pasta noodles 


CHRISTOPHER THRALL / dish@vueweekly,com 
very once in a while, you walk 
Fine a labour of love. In the 
restaurant reviewing gig, I take 
~ my chances, | follow the recommen- 
dations of anyone I meet casually and 
tead the industry rags for new open- 
ings and great finds. Usually, I’m 
pleasantly surprised. At Botticelli’s 
Authentic Italian Pasta, | was 
pleasantly stunned. 

We pulled up to the nondescript 
Storefront in a newer Sherwood Park 
strip mall on the east side of town. 
Deli-like Italian piaces are hit or miss 
in Edmonton, so | was a little skepti- 
cal. My attitude adjusted itself imme- 
diately upon walking in to the little 
20-table place. 

The walls were festooned with 
memorabilia, and it seemed that the 
touches of Italy were being eclipsed 
by a new love for the adopted home- 
town’s hockey team. On the yellowy- 
beige walls, a number of sweaters, 
photos and pennants were signed “To 
Tony” from a number of recognizable 
names. I grinned to myself as | fol- 
lowed the creeping vines of hanging 
plants with my eyes and admired the 
few touches of the owners’ homeland 
that remained, 

Tony himself was behind the count- 
er on this lazy Saturday aftemoon and 
he called out a greeting as we entered. 
He focused on our three-year-old and 
welcomed her into his shop. He shift- 
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ed to us as we unloaded our gear and 
started eyeing the menu. He revealed 
bursts of steam as he pulled the cov- 
ers off a few hot dishes for us. 

Tony was the friendly lord of his 
domain, laughing with us as he chat- 
ted about each dish. We inspected the 
chalkboard of surprisingly inexpen- 
sive pasta fare, with a steak offered 
discretely to the side in deference to 
the anti-noodlers. 

My stepfather went for the day’s 
special, linguine with mushrooms 
($8.95). My mom picked a small pasta 
variety pack, the pasticcio ($7.95), and 
my wife opted for a small chicken can- 
nelioni ($8.95). 1 picked my favourite 
go-to whenever I see it on a menu: the 
gnocchi (naw' kee, | was informed) in 
meat sauce ($8.95) and my daughter 
had a small order of spaghetti noodles 
($3.75) with two of the luscious Italian 
meatballs ($0.99 each}. 

We debated our wine options a little 
longer, but went for volume in the litre 
of the Velletri house white ($18.50). I 
felt a little bad as Tony had to struggle 
to remove it from the huge Coke cool- 
er behind him, which housed all cold 
beverages, both alcoholic and non. ! 


paired the wine with a Limonata 
($1.75) to quench my immediate thirst. 
We dragged two of the tables together 
and sat ourselves in the somewhat 
thin-framed, black chairs 


TONY AND HIS WIFE, angeta, didn’t 


mess around waiting to bring us our 
food. Since pasta is quickly prepared 
even when it isn’t ready to serve, we 
received our dishes before we were 
halfway through the complimentary 
basket of bread with soft pats of butter 

The first to arrive, to gasps of apprecia 

tion, was my stepfather’s dish 

The platter was heaped with 
unsauced, slightly oiled linguine noo- 
dles. They seemed to groan with the 
weight of lightly pan-fried and saltily 
spiced mushrooms they concealed 
My wife's hot plate of cannelloni fol- 
lowed, as did my mother’s pasticcio in 
meat sauce and my own gnocchi. Our 
daughter had been holding her bow! 
of noodles and meatballs since we 
ordered, in deference to her youth. 

Our silence was a testament to the 
delight with which we tackled our 
entrées. Interspersed with frequent 
sips of the light, Chardonnay-like 
white wine, the meals were evidently 
found satisfactory. The chicken in my 
wife’s lush cannelloni was plentiful. | 
sampled a tortellini, then a ravioli 
from my mom’‘s bowl. “Amazing,” she 
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I have a kitchen only because it 
came with the house 


TANIS McLEOD / tenis@vosweekly.com 

y mystery man had been nuz- 
Mie my neck for a month, 

working toward a more inti- 
mate date. He can make my knees go 
weak when he whispers in my ear, but 
“intimate” meant a dinner at my house, 
where he expected me to cook. 

I faced a choice. Should | humiliate 
myself in trying to impress this man 
who holds finely-prepared food so 
dear, or risk all and admit | don’t cook? 

Fortunately, Wild Tangerine 
Mobile Cuisine’s healthful, gourmet 
take-out meals came to the rescue. 
All I had to do was heat, serve and 
concentrate on more important 
things, like setting the mood for my 
idea of an intimate night. 


Entering the ground-level Manulife ; 


Place storefront, ! first thought I had 
stepped into a 1950s “Kitchen of the 
Future.” A wall-sized freezer stood 
stocked with five-layered foil bags, 
like the ones they use in the Space 
Station to preserve their food. The 
walls blazed orange. I realized that 
the colour wasn’t meant to take me 
back in time, but rather was meant to 
echo the name of the little bistro. 

1 was a bit surprised to see cooking 
space and a counter with stools. I had- 
n't realized customers could also dine 
in. More surprising still was the selec- 
tion of gelato, organic teas and a line of 
soothing products for body and bath. 

I glanced through a photocopied 
menu (also orange) and read about 
available breakfasts and lunches. 
Feeling reassured that I was on the 
right track to impressing my date, | 
took a vinyl bag from a hook beside 
the freezer door and began surveying 
the array of frozen foods. Through the 
frosty panes of glass, I read descrip- 
tions of exotic dishes I could never 
create at home: wild mushroom soup 
($6), slow-cooked beef ($6.50), lentils 
with portobello mushrooms ($9), pot 
stickers ($4), Panko chicken ($5.50), 
Tangerine tandoori chicken and 
lemongrass Relajo pork ($13.50 each). 
{ had no idea about what to try or 
how much to buy, so I opened my 
shopping bag wide and picked what- 
ever caught my eye. 

At the counter, I also ordered serv- 
ings of fresh vegetables ($3 each) and 
oat-encrusted bison meatballs ($5). 1 
could see my intimate evening taking 
shape: mystery man and { would dine 
by candlelight, picnic-style on a blan- 
ket, and serve each other each exotic 
tidbit with our fingers. 

| was a bit surprised at the total 
cost ($104.94, including GST), consid- 
ering I still had to prepare the meal 
myself. Of course, | had way too much 
food. However, if I played the evening 
right, my gourmet friend would feast 
and end up in a certain mood. It 
would be worth the cost. 


BACK HOME IN MY KITCHEN, 1 read the 
instructions on how to prepare my 
assortment of futurific food and felt a bit 
lost in space. This was going to require 
more coordination than I possessed, 
and certainly more pots: one foil pack- 
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age was to be boiled for six minutes, 
another was to be boiled for eight. The 
bison balls were to be heated in a pan. 

In the end, I threw all the bags into 
the largest pot I had, averaged the 
required cooking time to seven min- 
utes per bag, and focused on not set- 
ting my house on fire while 1 sautéed 
the vegetables in oil. 

As I emptied the contents of the 
heated bags into dishes, I savoured 
the tantalizing smells. | had created a 
wonderful meal. (Well, the chef at 
Wild Tangerine had created a wonder- 
ful meal, but | tumed on the heat!) 

When my date arrived, clad hand- 
somely in my favourite blue shirt and 
a silk suit, the house was redolent 
with the aromas of ginger and 
molasses, mushrooms and my musk- 
and-vanilla perfume. His eyes trav- 
elled the length of my clingy dress 
and met mine before he leaned in to 
breathe a throaty “Hello” in my ear. I 
caught a glimpse of fire in his eyes, 
but I wondered if it had been lit by me 
or the smell of wild mushroom soup. 
Regardless, | was determined to take 
advantage of his lust ... for food. 

| directed him to the low table where 
we would begin our night, poured us 
both a glass of wine and began with 
the dark, glossy soup and bison meat- 
balls. | dipped the slices of lean bison 
meat into the accompanying tangy 
sauce and slipped them into his mouth, 
whispering a promise to later use my 
fingers for something else. 

After a few more tastes, I set aside 
the bison and offered up dishes of 
lentils, Peking beef and lemongrass 
Relajo pork mixed with wild long- 
grain rice. The lentils had tasted gritty 


and didn’t seem to fit the mood, so I 
quickly set them aside in favour of 
chunks of beef in its thick onion 
sauce. Mystery man took his turn, 
feeding me tender bits of shredded 
pork with a delicious lemongrass 
flavour that gave way to hints of 
pumpkin and sesame. 

We soon moved on to bowls of 
sweet jasmine rice and crispy vegeta- 
bles topped with tandoori chicken and 
sauce. The spices in the sauce elevated 
the flavours of anise, cloves and 
coconut in the tender chicken. The 
chicken’‘s bright orange against the 
white of the rice and the intense greens 
of lightly sautéed zucchini, peppers and 
onion made a feast for our eyes. 

We were both caught up in the erot- 
ic feel of feeding each other with our 
fingers, and we slid closer together to 
try the next dish. ! bit through the 
crunchy outer layer of a pot sticker to 
the vegetable paste within. I had 
dipped it in hot pepper sauce, which at 
first didn't seem overwhelming, but I 
had to reach for my wine to douse the 
suddenly screamingly hot taste in my 
mouth. I was fanning myself in an 
effort to cool my tongue when I turned 
back to catch him undoing buttons on 
his shirt. 1 had been planning to bite 
those buttons off with my teeth. 

My skin was now flushed, and | 
was breathing hard as | instructed 
mystery man to lean back and close 
his eyes. I fed him lightly-breaded 
Panko chicken dipped in mango mayo 
sauce. I had sampled it while I was 
preparing our feast and had been 
delighted with the balance of tender 
chicken and flavourful mayo bursting 
in my mouth. 

My man’s intent was clear when he 
opened his eyes, and as he led me to 
the bedroom, I smiled to myself. I had 
successfully bridged the gap from 
posing as a wizard in the kitchen'to a 
place where I was quite confident of 
my wizardry. W 
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COOKIES NOW MORE OREO-DYNAMIC 
From the “WTF? Files” this week, a box 
arrived to my attention at the Vue office. 
Since 1m never there, one of our staff 
dropped it off at my place. When | 
opened it, | found a box of cookies. 

“For the first time in its 95 year histo- 
ty,” | read, “Canada’s favourite cookie is 
changing its shape — but only for a limited 
time!” Mystified, | checked the postmark. 
It was from a PR company in Toronto. 
Their media release was accompanied by 
an entire package of new, oblong Oreo 
Dunkers. How crass! Did they think to 
bribe me into a mention in the paper? 

OK, so | thought the little messages 
imprinted on the cookies were cute: “Milk 
this way” directional arrows and a “Dry, 
soggy or soaked” moisture meter. My 
daughter enjoyed her first Oreo experi- 
ence with the unresealable promo bag. | 
wasn't going to devour the whole thing, 
though, so | decided to go to the milk 
experts to see what they thought of 
Oreo's blatant milk-wooing approach. 

“These are great,” said Denise Brattin- 
ga, Manager of Finance for Alberta Milk 
and mother of three teenaged boys. 
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murmured. 

Amazing too was the bite of Italian 
meatball that I politely requested from 
my daughter. The lean, elegantly 
spiced ball was more reminiscent of 
lamb than beef; | imagined them 
entirely wasted on our preschooler. 
She proved me right by leaving an 
entire meatball. { drained my first 
glass of the slightly over-chilled, 
sweet wine and poured myself a little 
more to enjoy with my meal. 

All the way through, Tony kept 
enhancing our experience. He left us 
alone with our meals at first, then 
chatted casually as he passed by to 
repair a door in the men’s washroom. 
He and his wife embodied the warm, 
neighbourly feel of the restaurant. We 
felt like we were invited over toa 
friend's house to get stuffed with 
Nonna‘s amazing pasta dishes. All 
that was missing was Nonna herself, 
urging us to “Eat, eat!” Instead, 
Angela came out to meet us, smiling 
happily as we complimented her on 
her homemade pastas and sauces. 

My gnocchi was simply spectacular. 
The tiny Italian perogies were firmly 
packed with potato-y flavour and, like 
most of the other dishes at the table, 
swam in bright red meat and tomato 
sauce. A thick layer of Parmesan 
cheese ent its dusty texture to the dish. 

So delighted were we with sharing 
bites of a particularly savoury morsel, 
we didn’t even notice that we had 
slowed down significantly since we 
started in on our meals, | barely made 
it halfway through my platter. Some 


“They fit well into the glass, With this 
new shape, those three little ballerinas in 
the commercial wouldn't have to combine 
their milk so they can dunk!" 

JP Brouwer, who helps on the Canaci- 
an Quality | Milk program, was also a fan. 
“Dunk me,” he read. “Yeah, that's right.” 
He admitted, “it’s better if | have instruc- 
tions on these things.” Brouwer found 
them easier to get into the milk and a 
complete change from regular Oreos. 

What a chilling thought. If these cook- 
ies take off, just imagine the response: all 
a company would have to do to revive a 
brand is change the shape. Soon, Wagon 
Squares and crescent-shaped Twinkies 
will be all the rage. Our civilization will 
throw itself backward several decades’ 
worth of food innovation as huge multina- 
tionals plunder the sacred snacks of our 
childhood to reshape them and sell them 
back to us! Resist the Rice Krispie Eggs 
and the cubic Jawbreakers! 

Or don't. These oblong Oreos things 
sure do fit nicely into a glass of milk 
Anyway, I'm just dreading the next PR 
company that attempts to insert a product 
name into a fiercely independent news- 
paper by simply bribing an editor with 
free products or services. | just hope they 
send it directly to my house next time. 


Dish Weekly spills the beans on culinary 
happenings around town. Got an event, 
an announcement or some substantiated 
gossip? Email dish@vueweekly.com or 
fax 426.2889 


of my companions fared slightly bet- 
ter, but only my wife finished hers 
completely. 

Somehow, however, my mother 
had saved enough room to consider a 
piece of homemade tiramisu ($3.95). 
She was thrilled with the light-tasting, 
moist confection, though | refused a 
taste. We asked the rest to be 
wrapped to go and were met with a 
peculiar frown from Tony. 

“We have a rule here,” he began, 
holding the half-finished plates of suc- 
culent pasta. “If you don’t finish your 
plate, you have to do your dishes. So 
far, we haven't had a single taker." 
While | didn’t believe that, I promised 
to tip very generously to buy my way 
out of the situation. We shared a laugh 
and instead, he heaped fresh mush- 
rooms on the denuded pile of my step- 
father’s linguine. 

“It's not as good without the mush- 
rooms,” he winked at me and 1 
grinned. We would be leaving with a 
full meal’s worth of leftovers for our 
family, and he just vastly improved 
one of the dishes. It was another sign 
of the spirit of customer relations that 
infuses only the finest little family-run 
labours of love. 

Because that is what Botticelli’s 
was to me: a labour of love. It lays a 
little too far off my beaten track to 
make a regular visit, but I will defi- 
nitely swing by on my way past the 
Park or on a late afternoon spent in 
the exurb. For under $70, four adults 
and a toddler feasted, imbibed and 
took home leftovers of some Authen- 
tic Italian Pasta from a warm, friendly 
neighbourhood spot. 

Places like Botticelli's are why I'ma 
restaurant reviewer, WV 
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The day is reborn at the City Market on 104th 


FIELD / field @vnewoekly.com 

have recently stumbled upon a 
[se truth. It may not be my 

grandest discovery, However, it 
can help me in ways that transitory 
enlightenment cannot: the presence 
in my life of those T fove-can trans- 
form my sour mood into a point of 
departure. 

It is wonderful when, in the space 
of a day, you can evolve out of a neg- 
ative mind state and return to a place 
where you love life and embrace it 
eagerly. When | met my friends at the 
downtown farmers’ market, my 
expectations—along with my ener- 
gy—were low. Little did 1 know what 
the day would hold. 

The City Market on 104th has a 
prestigious heritage dating back 105 
years, before Edmonton was a city or 
Alberta a province. It has had several 
central locations over the years, and 
for the last half decade it has graced 
104 Street every Saturday between 
the months of May and October. 

The market itself stretches north of 
Jasper Avenue for two blocks. With 
dozens of booths, there was enough 
diversity to keep anyone interested 
Ranging from fresh produce to organ- 
ic meats, baking, jewelry, garden 
plants, aromatherapy, one of a kind 
artisan works, stylish fashion cre- 
ations, sauces, spreads and much 
more, | gradually felt myself open up 
to the company of my friends and the 
eclectic surroundings 

The vendors were more than will- 
ne to share their stories: it turned out 
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miss” collection cal, independent 
entrepreneurs. Priority is given to 
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CITY MARKET ON 104TH 
HE AED 


tats 
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xe 
partes 
Alberta vendors, agricultural produc- 
ers and individuals who “make, bake 
or grow” their products. 

Naturally, visiting a farmer’s market 
means directly supporting our focal 
community. The money that farmers 
and other vendors make goes directly 
to them and has no middleman. Food 
grown locally does not travel huge 
distances. In a world far removed 
from our sources, fulfilling some of 
your needs at a farmer’s market is a 
decision rooted in conscience. You 
become part of a full circle. What bet- 
ter way to vote with your dollar than 
by purchasing fresh produce from the 
farmer who grew it? 


THERE WAS PLENTY of produce avail- 
able, of course, as well as booths 
overflowing with green islands of gar- 
den plants. Each stall is different, so 
in the space of a few steps, you could 
be looking at a cache of organic veg- 
etables one moment and hand-craft- 
ed, hipster bags the next. We 
brainstormed a few ideas and chose 
to pick up the ingredients for a dinner 
at home. 

Our first purchase was a bag of 
fresh basil ($3.50) for pesto and some 
spinach for a salad ($3.50). Minutes 
later, we found some homemade 
spinach pasta ($3.50) and followed 
this with four resplendent tomatoes 
ine ($4) and a pair of red pep- 


the way, we were drawn in 
by the Dip-Sea Chicks’ stall that spe- 
cialized in hummus. With nearly a 
dozen types to sample, we narrowed 
tt down to the feta & dill hummus or 
my favourite, the black olive and sun- 
dried tomato. Either choice was good 
so I conceded to my friends and we 
purchased the former ($6) 
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For a side dish we grabbed a con- 
siderable bundle of asparagus ($5) 
and returned to one of the green- 
house stalls to get a bunch of rose- 
mary ($3.50) as a complement. On 
our way, we noticed a unique booth 
filled with handmade vinyl! clothing 
and accessories: | bought a very 
trendy passport cover ($14). Sadly, we 
did not have the pleasure of meeting 
the vegan baker who came highly rec- 
ommended so something had to be 
done for dessert. 

The City Market's innovative loca- 
tion means that it is surrounded by a 
few permanent businesses. Besides a 
trio of choice restaurants to relax at 
for breakfast or lunch, we had access 
to deVine Wines & Spirits, literally 30 
steps from the market's southern tip. 
Inside were every wine we could 
desire and an impressive wall of local 
and import beers. 

We decided on a bottle of Brancott 
New Zealand Sauvignon Blanc 


- 
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($14.49), which later proved to be a 
diamond decision and an excellent 
substitute for dessert. We also pur- 
chased a six pack of Cooper's pale ale 
($15.99), an Australian standard. Con- 
fident that we had done well with our 
afternoon, we set out for home base 
to complete the second haif of our 
experience. 

During the dinner preparation, | felt 
the healing process continue and 
started to feel genuinely better. Every 
inch of the kitchen counter was 
bustling with activity. We all con- 
tributed to create a wonderful, home- 
grown meal. While drinking beer, we 
sliced bread and snacked on the 
excellent hummus, gradually bringing 
our efforts to fruition. Cooking with 
local and organic foods can be quite 
fulfilling. By the time dinner was 
ready, I felt like 1 had involved myself 
in something innately positive. 

The wine was awesome, with a 
perfect balance of sweet and dry, and 


wwwelanganoskies.com 


9920-82 Ave 


our meal looked great. We had pesto- 
spinach pasta with red pepper and 
tomato, a spinach salad with straw- 
berries and a lemon-walnut dressing, 
plus a delicious side of rosemary 
asparagus with a hint of lemon. Not 
ali of our ingredients came from the 
Market, but we discovered well over 
half there. The difference in quality 
and taste was easy to decipher. 

The 104 Street Farmers' Market has 
a lot to offer Edmonton in its bountiful 
and diverse selection of goods. We did 
notice some gaps: for example, we 
could not find any garlic. It seems log- 
ical that the market cannot fulfill all of 
your needs, but you can use it to sat- 
isfy many of them. 

In doing so, you will discover a 
selection of the best, freshest and 
most unique products available. If 
feeling good feels great, the City Mar- 
ket was an accomplice in making one 
local freedom fighter’s day much bet- 
ter than it began. vw 
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Audience gets Bashd by 
Cuckow and Craddock 


DAVID BERRY / david @vacweekly.com 
fT dont really have the chops to 
[* a rock star,” Chris Crad- 
dock admits with a tinge of 
regret in his voice. “This show is the 
closest either of us will get, so we're 
going to make the most of it” 

When he puts that way, it's cer- 
tainly not hard to see why Craddock 
and theatrical partner Nathan Cuck- 
ow are so excited to be reviving their 
rapping alter egos, T-Bag and Fem- 
inem, for another go-round with 
their playfully poignant gay rap 
musical, Bash’d! The show. which 
gamered four Sterling nominations, 
including a win for Outstanding 
Independent Production, and a Pride 
Award, is returning to the Roost for a 
brief, three-day fundraising run 
before taking off for Fringe perform- 
ances in New York, Toronto and 
Winnipeg. Aas Cuckow explains, the 
pair is more than happy to get the 
chance to tell the story once again 

“Tt’s really kind of a different show 
from anything else I’ve done, and the 
reaction was more than we ever 
expected,” he explains with a beam- 
ing smile. “We knew it was good, of 
course, but we sort of thought it was 
more of a fun, high-energy exper- 


ence, but we also had people crying 
at the end, and coming up and telling 
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us how touched they were by it, 
which is just amazing.” 


THOUGH THEY HOPE the mini-run will 
give any Edmontonians who haven't 
yet seen the show a chance to take it 
in before it takes over the world, the 
pair is obviously more focused on 
the Fringe tour, where they're curi- 
ous to see how audiences generally 
more in tune with both the gay and 
rap side of things respond—not that 
they‘re worried about only fitting in a 
niche 

“New York is one of the gayest 
cities in the world, and it was the 
birthplace of hip-hop, so 1 can’t wait 
to see what the reaction will there,” 
Cuckow explains excitedly. “Though, 
I mean, obviously we want everyone 
to come and see it.” 

“it’s got that sort of easy, novelty 
hook to it—'gay rap musical,” adds 
Craddock, “but there's a Jot more to 
it. It’s a love story, and I think that’s 
what the people who liked it were 
really responding to.” v 
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The city is alive with the sound 
of Two Gentlemen's music 


DAVIO BERRY / david @vooweekly.com 

bout a month ago, a fairly 
Aizens Onion article ran 

under the headline “Uncon- 
ventional Director Sets Shakespeare 
Play in Time, Place Shakespeare 
Intended.” Though undoubtedly 
some of the humour is lost in the 
mouthful, it’s a pointedly simple, 
funny-cuz-it’s-true bit: Shakespeare 
may as well have written his plays 
on rubber for all the styles, periods, 
genres and interpretations they're 
regularly expected to cover. 

The extreme example to cite in 
this case—and also a fairly good 
explanation as to why it happens so 
often—is the 1971 rock musical Two 
Gentleman of Verona, which will 
make up one half of The River City 
Shakespeare Festival's annual dou- 
ble-Bard-bill: say what you will 
about the universality of the man‘s 
work, setting a tale of friends and 
lovers to a Galt MacDermot (Hair) 
soundtrack is dancing near the bor- 
ders. For John Kirkpatrick, artistic 
director of River City and the man 
who'll be bringing the musical to the 
stage, the music is a natural fit, 
especially for those of us who appre- 
ciate the spirit of Shakespeare more 
than the specifics. 

“It really cuts to the quick of the 
themes and communicates them in a 
way that only music really can,” 
Kirkpatrick says in his typical meas- 
ured calm. “It is a bit lyrically simpler 
at times, but in a lot of ways it takes 
the play to a much deeper emotional 
level: the feel and the groove affect 
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you in another way that even the 
poetry can’t touch.” 

Though Kirkpatrick admits to 
being a fan of the musical version of 
the play since performing in a St 
Albert children’s theatre version of 
the show in 1986, he also points out 
that the unconventional version is 
part of a larger plan to bring parts of 
Shakespeare that even the “hard-ass 
Shakespeare-philes” wouldn’t nor- 
mally get a chance to see. That goal 
goes a long way towards explaining 
Two Gentleman's sister production, 
The Winter's Tale. 


NOT ONLY IS winter's Tale a fairly 
solid 150, if not the complete 180, 
from the raucous, energetic musical, 
it's hardly in danger of being made 
into a Kenneth Branagh film any 
time soon. It's the story of what hap- 
pens to jealous Leontes after he sus- 
pects his wife Hermione of cheating 
with his best friend Polixenes, which 
| wouldn't have known if it weren’t 
for this production. As Kirkpatrick 
explains, there are reasons most 
companies won't touch the thing, 


but any difficulty is easily matched 
by its adventurousness and the sat- 
isfaction that comes with seeing it. 

"It’s certainly a complex play: it 
has a first act that's remarkably 
introspective and deeply contempla- 
tive, and then it shifts to this bucolic, 
bright setting, almost like a counter- 
punch,” he explains. “It seems to be 
almost two plays in an almost 
avant-garde way, but it really is a 
beautiful play about love and regret 
and redemption.” 

As Kirkpatrick points out, those 
are themes common to both works, 
though certainly from different 
angles. Loosely split, 7wo Gentleman 
is what happens when well-meaning 
youth get caught up in impetuous 
desires, while Winter's Tale is the 
story of sober, middle-aged contem- 
plation, and thinking things through 
thoroughly. Of course, the pleasure 
of both plays is that things seem to 
go just as badly no matter which way 
you do it—one of the plaintive tru- 
isms that lets Shakespeare shine 
through no matter what stylistic 
choices you throw at him. 

“These really are these sorts of car 
wrecks of men making incredibly 
poor decisions, and though they do 
ultimately get redeemed, we like to 
watch the wreck,” Kirkpatrick 
explains with a reserved glee. “One 
of the things Shakespeare does, and 
I think one of the best parts, is let- 
ting the audience know the truth of 
things while they watch the charac- 
ters mess things up and spin into 
oblivion. | mean, that’s fun, right?" w 
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Writer's table offers a diversionary 
tactic for a writer's procrastination 


DARREN ZENKO / dasron@vueweekly.com 

Il but the most fiendishly dis- 
ie ciplined of writers know the 

miseries of working at home, 
of trying to create good material in 
quantity while surrounded by the dis- 
tractions and obligations of the day- 
to-day —of working in the place 
where all the TV-watching, cooking, 
sleeping, reading, family-raising, bills- 
paying, cleaning and general business 
of living gets done. Getting out of the 
house to write can be a valuable prac- 
tice, and while coffee shops and such 
can serve as external writing rooms, 
the ideal would be a space designated 
for writers and writing. 

That's the setting Wayne Arthurson 
is trying to create with the establish- 
ment of the Edmonton Writers Centre, 
launched two weeks ago in the Stan- 
ley Milner Library. A freelance writer, 
Arthurson’s no stranger to the prob- 
lems of finding a place where real 
work can get done. 

“| do find it difficult to write at 
home,” he says, “I find J get distracted: 
‘Oh, maybe | should do laundry,’ or 
‘Maybe it’s time to organize my CDs,’ 
or ‘maybe I'll play this videogame on 
my computer.’ I'm a great procrasti- 
nator, I'll put things off forever. So it’s 
nice having someplace to go outside 
the house: ‘I am going out to write!” 

The Edmonton Writers Centre proj- 
ect had its genesis last September, in 
the aftermath of Arthurson’s participa- 
tion in BookTelevision’s 3-Day Novel 
contest, a televised reality-TV program 
that locked 12 writers away in the big 
box of a Southside Chapters with the 
goal of finishing a novel in 72 hours: 

“It was cool writing in a room with 
11 people, feeding off our creative 
energy. After that, I wanted to figure 
out how we could do that in Edmon- 
ton. When you're stuck in the base- 
ment, especially in the wintertime, it’s 
dark and lonely and cold. Sometimes 
you want to go out and work beside 
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somebody.” 


DOING HIS RESEARCH into the concept 


of a communal writing space, Arthur- 
son discovered several other organi- 
zations in other cities that had created 
the kind of places he imagined for 
Edmonton, the nonpareil of which is 
The Writers Room in New York City. 
Operating since 1978, The Writers 
Room is a “non-profit urban writers’ 
colony” offering its members 24/365 
access to an amenities-rich writing 
space in a 6 000-square-foot loft at 
the crossroads of Greenwich Village 
and the East Village. 

The Edmonton Writers Centre is 
starting somewhat more modestly, 
beginning with a few reserved tables in 
the southeast corner of the library’s 
main floor. This space was offered to 
the Centre by Judy Moore, manager of 
the library's Centre of Reading and the 
Arts, when she got word of Arthurson’s 
project: “I just threw it out there and the 
library said, ‘Well, use our space.” 

The mailing list for the Centre is 


about 20 strong and growing quickly, 
says Arthurson, and the only require- 
ment for membership is a library card. 
The City is talking about establishing 
public wi-fi internet access at the 
downtown library sometime in the 
future, but until then ‘net amenities 
are limited to existing hotspots at 
nearby cafes, available for the price of 
a cup of coffee 

Modest, but a start on something 
bigger and better 

“! have an organization together,” 
says Arthurson. “We're just about to 
formalize it, become a non-profit 
society so we can apply for grants 
next year.” 

The goal is to build up a member- 
ship and establish the Centre as a 
going concem, then start the process 
of finding its own space. Already, says 
Arthurson, people are coming forward 
with offers of support for furnishings 
and computers. 

"Yeah, right now we're small, a 
couple of tables at the library,” Arthur- 
son says. “But that’s free, and we'll 
start from there,” 

Contact the Edmonton Writers Centre 
at edmontonwriters@telus.net for more 
information. vw 
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Festival gets dancers on their feats 


SHERRY DAWN KNETTLE / sherry @vaeweelly.com 
f Be= I've improvised 
around the idea of ‘read, 
eat, sleep,” says dancer/ 
choreographer Darren Devaney 
“what I'm playing with are the 
basics of life—iearning and staying 
alive. You can’t avoid learning: if 
you're living your life, you're always 
learning. But we can’t really control 
the fact that we naturally notice and 
process our surroundings.” 

Preoccupied is an abstract work- 
in-progress about a person who 
attempts to accomplish a goal, but is 
both frustrated and fascinated with 
all the diversions he finds himself 


taking. 

Devaney, originally from Edmon- 
ton, is now a BFA dance student at 
the Boston Conservatory. He recently 
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the Beatles. 

But these are only two of the main 
stage shows. The festival also 
includes the multicultural Global 
Dance (Jul 1), as well as hip-hop 
dancers from Western Canada in 
Pure Velocity (Jul 6) 


FOR SOMETHING A LITTLE aitterent. 


though, Urban dance encounters 
will catch the lunch hour crowd's 
attention when Synergy improv per- 
forms outdoors at city hall (jul 6) 

The group is made up of students 
and graduates of U of A’s drama pro- 
gram, and was put together by Linda 
sho has 40 years experience 
I ig, choreographing, teach- 
ing and developing improvisation 
For the past 15 years, she’s been 
professor of Dance in the BFA Pro- 
fessional Actor’s Training Program. 

“They're performing artists who 
are deeply interested in impravisa- 
tional creative experience,” Rubin 
describes the group she's gathered 
together. “They have a commitment 
to personal expression, and they like 

expenment 
true improvisation without a 
rhat’s the rush—they’re tak- 
and it’s really raw.” 

1 adds that she’s merely the 
the group, whose talent 
the basis of the per- 
nergy, which is made up 
n men and two women will 
perform in ... To Vivid Tongues 

with all the perfonnances, 
includes numerous class- 


facilitator 


and ere 


es and workshops. 

The Rhythm Management Work- 
shop Tour with Vancouver's Over 
the Influence offers a workshop in 
hip-hop styles, and there’s an 
African dance workshop with Dean- 
na Walsh. Alberta Ballet’s Laetitia 
Clement and Montréal’s Jeannie 
Vandekerkhove will be offering a 
teachers’ only” intensive in classical 
and modern dance. 

The festival also offers students 
and workshop participants the 


opportunity to work with mentors * 


who will help them to create their 
own works, many of which will be 
shown during the Catalyst Theatre 
performances. 

While some of the workshops and 
classes are open to the public, oth- 
ers are for specially selected partici- 
pants who were either scouted or 
chosen through an audition process. 
Bobbi Westman, director of Alberta 
Dance Alliance, the organization 
that puts on the event, has spent 
about a year searching out all the 
right people to perform, teach, men- 
tor, facilitate and further their dance 
skills during the festival. 

“In the process, we've found a lot 


of hidden gems,” she says. “We've . 


found dancers in places in Alberta 
where we didn’t expect to find them. 

“The whole purpose of the festival 
is to celebrate what we have right 
here in Alberta, We want to nurture 
and encourage {these dancers) to 
find their own way. 

“But it’s not just about public 
workshops and learning other peo- 
ple’s technique—it’s about being 
inspired. it's about exploring and tak- 
ing a week out of your year and cele- 
brating who and what you are.” v 


Frankenstein scares up 
the most Sterlings 


DAVID BERRY / david@vueweekly.com 

onathan Christenson and Bretta 

Gerecke may have set out to 

make a play entirely out of paper, 

ut they ended up with one crafted 
in pure Sterling. The Catalyst Theatre 
duo may as well have had seats on 
the Mayfield Dinner Theatre stage 
last Monday, earning three Elizabeth 
Sterling Haynes Awards each as their 
production of Frankenstein scooped 
up eight awards total, sweeping the 
design categories and bringing 
awards for Outstanding Production 
of a Musical, Outstanding Perfor- 
mance by an Actress in a Supporting 
Role for Nancy McAlear, and Out- 
standing New Work. 

In a pretty fabulous bit of irony for 
an awards festival named for a 
woman who once wrote about 
Albertan actors, “The one thing I’m 
sorry about is that they always have 
to go away,” Edmonton ex-pat Larry 
Yachimec took home the first award 
of the evening, Outstanding Perfor- 
mance by an.Actor in a Supporting 
Role, for his work in the Citadel’s 
production of the pillowman. The 
play also earned Citadel artistic 
director Bob Baker his first Sterling 
award for Outstanding Difection 
since 2002's win for Cabaret, and 
took home the big prize for Out- 
standing Production of a Play. 

Another non-Edmontonian in a 
Citadel production, Brenda Robins, 
won Outstanding Actress in a Lead- 
ing Role for The Constant Wife. 
Edmonton's biggest company round- 
ed out its awards with Outstanding 
Choreography for The Overcoat, part- 
ly designed by ex-pat Morris Panych, 
to keep with the theme. 

Nathan Cuckow scored one for 
moving to Edmonton with a thor- 
oughly well-deserved win in the Out- 
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standing Actor in a Leading Role cat- 
egory for the necessarily tour-de- 
force-ish Monster. Cuckow’'s 
exuberance led to one of the night's 
few interesting acceptance speeches, 
where he thanked, among others, 
Hitler (it was a dare, but nicely exe- 
cuted anyway). Cuckow also shared 
the award for Outstanding Indepen- 
dent Production with buddy Chris 
Craddock for their play Bash@!, while 
the name of their production compa- 
ny, cCOcKsUcKaZ, got the award for 
Most Stage~-Banter Mileage Out of 
the Name of a Production Company. 
With any luck, it will usher in the age 
of Edmonton production companies 
named for sexual acts ("The Sterling 
for Outstanding Production of a Play 
goes to: Hamlet, Rimming Shake- 
speare Productions’). 

To segue from sex jokes to chil- 
dren’s theatre, Concrete Theatre took 
the award for Outstanding Produc- 
tion for Young Audiences with its 
moving translation of Jeremy Fisher. 

On the Fringe side of things, 
Wayne Paquette took home his sec- 
ond straight Outstanding Director 
award for blarmey productions’ Chris- 
tian Brothers, while Carol Murray- 
Gilchrist took home Outstanding 
New Work for her water-witching 
play The Frequency of Water. Glenn 
Nelson surprisingly but deservedly 
took home Outstanding Actor for his 
role in Hospitality Suite. Tracey Power 
rounded out the Fringe winners, tak- 
ing home Outstanding Actress and 
Outstanding Production for Living 
Shadows: A Story of Mary Pickford, a 
play she wrote and starred in, v 
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Not all of this Shoe’ fits 


DAVID BERRY / devid@vuewoekty.com 

f 1 was more cantankerous, or attempting to 
if essay my way through an undergraduate 

drama degree, there could be a lot to pick 
apart about Elaine Avila's Shee! As the name 
might suggest, the only thing saving the play 
from truly naked consumerism is its predilection 
for designer footwear: shoes aren't just func- 
tional accessories, they're essential components 
of a woman’s soul, a vital part of what makes 
them complete, and in certain cases, their only 
Sanctuary from a world that neither understands 
them nor cares to. 

In Shoe!’s case, though, this line of criticism is 
pretty much a false start. Avila’s play is really no 
more or less blatantly product-happy than the 
average person, and she'd rather explore the 
psyche of that kind of individual than rake them 
over the coals for their lifestyle choice, a wel- 
come move: art, after all, should be about under- 
standing, or as one of Avila’s characters puts it, 
“You've got to empathize with her.” People do 
treat shoes like holy symbols, so we might as 
well find out what those people are like. 

Avila’s play would be better served in that 
tegard if Kathleen Weiss’s production focused 
more on the psychology and less on the per- 
formances. The play may not be a paean to 

” spending exactly, but it does have something of 
a frivolous premise, at least on the surface. 

Career-climber Pippa (Tracy Penner) is the 
new girl at the Tremendulo Shoe Boutique, 
eager to impress demanding manager Roxanne 
(Melissa Thingelstad). Pippa, though, has an 
unusual though remarkably helpful gift: she can 
channel shoes. Like, she can pick up a shoe 
and summon the spirit of the ideal wearer, 
which makes selling them to customers surpris- 
ing easily. 


THAT'S OBVIOUSLY A BIT of a ridiculous conceit, 
and Welss and Penner do little to even attempt 
to naturalize it, to the detriment of the play. 
Odd, certainly, it could reasonably be passed off 
as a shot of magical realism, or something of 
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that nature, especially since the actual infer- 
ences Avila draws from what kind of woman 
would want to wear gladiator-style sandals, for 
instance, are roundly astute. Weiss, though, has 
the “channelings" hit Penner like she’s been 
struck by pantomime lightning, and the result- 
ant characterizations feel a lot more like acting 
on parade than earnest psychological explo- 
ration, a fact made more unfortunate by the fact 
Penner's take on the go-getter career girl is 
pleasantly nuanced, down to the way she 
gtasps her career-advice book like a bible. 

Thingelstad manages to avoid most of the 
character switching, and comes off the better 
for it. Her manager is a diamond in a knee- 
length skirt, unforgiving in her demands for 
highest quality in everything. She understand 
her customers as well she does the place her 
boutique occupies in everyday life, and her 
down-the-nose stare is enough to convince 
you'd be better off thinking the way she does, 
even if you don't agree with her at the moment. 

The relationship between the two characters 
would undoubtedly feel deeper if the channel- 
ing, which essentially is what starts to bind the 
two, was handled more deftly, but they do a 
fairly good job of creating and exploring its intri- 
cacies regardless. Still, it's hard to get the full 
effect of the divide that eventually comes 
between them when one of them spent the first 
half of the play intermittently becoming an 
astronaut, or Jacqueline Kennedy or what have 
you: the channeling episodes divorce you 
€nough from reality that when it’s necessary to 
really feel it, there's too much in the way. It’s a 
shame, because there's a surprising amount of 
depth to be mined from shoes, if you don’t get 
caught up on the surface. v 
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‘Cybernetic ballet’ of Ken Rinaldo’s Autopoiesis at The Works 


MARY CHRISTA O'KEEFE / marychrista @veeweekly.com 
f eople ask, ‘what are they 

for?’ or ‘what do they do?’. 

They suggest ! turn them 
into toys or sell them to the Defence 
Department,” Ken Rinaldo smiles. “I'm 
doing exactly what 1 want to be doing 
with the robots.” 

Rinaldo has the patient, measured 
cadence of someone who regularly 
demystifies challenging concepts to a 
wide swath of people. In conversa- 
tion, he uses examples and has multi- 
ple points into his major themes 
tucked in his mental Rolodex, so he 
can access and connect one point to 
another lucidly and with ease no mat- 
er which direction he’s coming from. 

His clarity of purpose is honestly 
won. Rinaldo's been a dancer, sewer of 
handbags and computer salesman, and 
studied communications, programming 
languages and conceptual art. Today, 
the former New Yorker is a roboticist 
and artificial intelligence (Al) theonst, 
installation artist, and educator based 
at Ohio State University’s globally 
regarded Art & Technology program 
It’s the kind of career arrived at Cir- 
cuitously, although kids growing up 
today can look to a handful of creators 
who authentically straddle art and sci- 
ence. The path may not be paved, but 
Rinaldo and his contemporaries have 
at least beaten down the grass. 

m in an arts context, but if this 
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= ; BY KEW RINALDO (WWW, KEWAINALDO COM) 
THE WORKS B16 TENT ON CHURCHILL SQUARE 


Rinaldo contends, “I see the world as 
a visual artist. I'm inspired by scientif- 
ic publications, but also beauty, 
colour, materiality, the cultural impli- 
cations of materials. As a theorist, 1 
deal with the same themes as scien- 
tists. Scientists can see the science— 
these are real, functioning robots 
showing complex behaviours, and | 
think of other peoples’ robots as art.” 
Although they ask the same kinds 
of questions and deal with the same 
kind of cultural issues, the language of 
science can be daunting to artists, and 
artspeak can induce eye-rolling in sci- 
entists. Rinaldo has had frustrations 
with recalcitrants from either side, but 


believes the divide between the two is . 


as artificial as the one posited 
between culture and technology. 

“What makes us what we are, as 
humans, is culture," Rinaldo explains. 
“Humans are the only species who 
make what we are—drills, tools, the 
World Wide Web. We're the-only ones 
who can probe the macroscopic and 
the microscopic—augmentation 
devices for knowing what we know— 
and have those probes become sens- 
es for us. We‘re the only ones who 
ask, ‘what if?’.” 


CERTAINLY A CREATURE of the ‘what if?’ 


himself, Rinaldo's areas of interest 
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include interspecies and transpecies 
communication, artificial life and intel- 
ligence, environmental wellbeing, liv- 
ing systems, and emergent systems 
and behaviour. He also has a healthy 
interest in social justice—the first sen- 
tence of his artist’s talk illuminating the 
thinking behind his robotic AI sculp- 
ture, Autopoiesis, showing at the Works, 
was a statement deploring his home- 
land’s violent policy towards Iraq. 

It's unlikely such declarations will 
incur Dixie Chicks-scale wrath back 
home, though Rinaldo would perhaps 
make a more compelling documentary 
subject. His projects are poetic as well 
as technically savvy and harbour a sen- 
sual quality robotic things tend to lack. 


t sal 


Endosymbiotic by Kon Rinaldo; Courtesy of The Works Internetional Visual Arts Society 


He's created robotic fishbowls driv- 
en by the desires of actual swimming 
fish, used sugar consumption to alter 
participants’ experience of an interac- 
tive machine that simulated human 
digestion with participant-chewed 
pieces of gum, co-developed darling 
“digital wildlife” that flocks towards the 
human voice, and made sophisticated 
spider-ish Ai chimeras that displayed 
authentic spontaneous behaviour. 

The underlying implication in 
Rinaldo‘s works is the question of 
consciousness itse]f—answering 
“what are we?” and “what makes us 
what we are?” by defining other sys: 
tems in relation to ourselves. Ques- 
tioning the architecture and 
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interpretation of life itself, and grand 
themes don't come grander than that. 

Autopoiesis expresses these ideas 
through six robotic arms, delicately 
articulating creatures with a latent 
expression of benign curiosity, much 
the way a dog's neutral face has the 
appearance of a hearty smile. They're 
architectural as latticed and girded as 
animated Eiffel towers in some totter- 
ing drunk’s visions, yet biological— 
Teal grapevine. 

The shock in materiality is intense— 
this woody scaffolding, precious since 
the dawn of civilization, and this most 
modern nervous system, wires and 
electronics. The robots respond to 
each other, tuming delicately tapering 
“noses” towards each other, actively 
twisting to “converse” with its mates 
in a telephone tone “language.” A lip- 
stick camera on one projects a bot’s- 
eye view on a screen. Robots respond 
to visitors, investigating us as we do 
them. Or perhaps the better word is 
“marvelling’"—our appearances cause 
quite a stir with the robots, whose 
increasingly excited twitters and beeps 
seems to further animate the people. 

“Humans have a desire act with 
intelligent objects, and it's a powerful 
way to express ideas. Autopoiesis 
never repeats itself because people 
never repeat what they do,” notes 
Rinaldo. “People change their behav- 
iours, and the robots do too. Viewers 
are, in a sense, the ultimate determin- 
ers of the manifestation and evolution 
of behaviours. Chaos is lifelike.” v 
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OF DANCE-ALBERTA DANCE 
(622-8107) Featuring workshops. hip hop azz, 
rontamporary and world dance performances # Westhory 
‘Theatre, TransAlta Asts Bars; Pura Velocity; July 6 (Spm) © 
Catatyst Theatre; From Luminous Pulses ...; July 6-7 {7pm} 


Theetre; .. 70 Vivid Tongues; July 6-7 {Spm} « 


o Catatyst 
$20 (advi/S24 {doorl/$35 {two shows, adv)/S55 (all three 
shows, adv) © wawabdabcealliance ab.cali, The Challenge - 
ong, bad break-dance battle! July 2-5 * Winepear Coatre; 
bal Danes caleb rates Canada Day performance of tradi- 
‘tional dances and music; July 1 (4pml, free * Various 
urban dance sncountars; July 5 {12 noon) 


TERYNA Citadel Theatre (425-1820) © A ballad-poem 
n by Taras Shevchenko; a folk-opera ballet featuring 
‘the Ukrainian Male Chorus of Edmonton colaborating with 
Calgary Suzitya Ukrainian Dance Theatre * June 23-30 
(7.30pm) * Tickets available at the Citadel 


‘VIBE TRIBE PRODUCTIONS-DRUM AND DANCE JAMS 
Hazeldean Hall, 9630-86 Ave (433-6273) « Come and practice 
your hand drumming skills or learn something new in a group 
‘setting Calling all Tribal dancers for 2 chance to improvise 
‘and move fo live music. Each jam starts and ends with quest 
musicians or dancers. Drums a¢ available to borrow, no expe- 
} necessary ® First and last Tue ea month starting July 3 
{630-8 30pm) © $10 {doorl/child under 12 free 


GALLERIES/MUSEUMS 


BUGERA GALLERY 12310 Jasper Ave (482-2854) » 
Tue-Sat 10am-5pm © Rotating artworks by gallery artists 
aretuding Patnck Meagher, Dand Edwards, Donald Pantz, 
Sheila Norgate, Monica Shelton, Michael den Hortog and more 
© Through July and August 


ALBERTA CRAFT COUNCIL GALLERY 1015-106 St (488- 
6611} ® ae 10am-Som {closed all hols} * Featere 
Gadlery: SREW-HAHA- Fun and fabulous teapots and tea-sets, 
unt July 14 © Discovery Gallery: COMING UP NEXT 
‘Artworks by emerging fine craft artists Kathenne Lys {installa- 
von) and Daniella Boarott {ceramic installations, until July 14 


ART GALLERY OF ALBERTA Enterprise Square, 100, 10230 
Jaspet Ave © Open Mon-Fri 10:30am-Spm; Thu 1030am-8pm 
{4 Bom free admission): Sat-Sun 11am-Spm ¢ Orop-In Tours 
Sat and Sun (12.30, 1230, 2:30 and 3:30pm) « CAPITAL 
MODERN EDMONTON ARCHITECTURE AND URBAN DESIGN. 
1960-1959; until Sept 9. ¢ THE 2007 ALBERTA BIENNIAL OF 
CONTEMPORARY ART-LIVING UTOPIA AND DISASTER. 
“crtworks by 22 artists: until Aug. 26 © Uot As Fine Arts 
Building, Rm 220, invited Albertan curators/writers parbcipate 
ta round-table discussion on the prevailing artistic trends 
withen Canada and the world, Thu, June 28 {7pm} ¢ Admission 
smasbers free/$10 fadultl/S7 (senior/studenti/$5 (child 6- 
12Vchuld under S free/$20 (famity): Canada Day free admission 


ART MODE GALLERY 12220 Jasper Ave (453-1555) ¢ A 
Ford IN THE WOODS, Paintings by Michel Leroux * July 
12-21 


ARTSHAB STUDIO GALLERY 3rd Fl, 10217-106 St (439-9532) 
# Open Thu 58pm. or by appointment © AATSHAB IN THE 
CORE AN EXHIBITION: Featuring works by curtent and past 
residents of the Artshab Studios as well as pieces by other 
arusis © Unnt July 4; opan Thu 5-8pm until The Works Festival 
until July 4 open noon-6 pn daily {incl Canada Day and Sun) 


ANUS CAFE 10349 Jaspar Ave {990-0031} © Acrylic paint- 
ings by Radngo Lopez ® July 1-Sept 31 


CENTRE D'ARTS 9103-95 Ave *Mon-Fn 10am-Spm: Sat. 
\Qam-Spm © HARMONY Anworks by Jacques Martel, Diane 
Plasse, Madeleine Bellmond and Christiane Litalien, part of the 
Works Festival; until July 4 © Jazz Art Concent. Featuring musi- 
cuans Piorre Paul Bugeaus (bass), Jame Philp iguitar), Gord 
Graber {dyums} and visual amists Jacques Martel, Marie 
Gorvais, Susan Woolgar, Stephen Fouquet and Christiane 
{rtalien, MC Olimar Durwvage; July 9 (7.30pm) 


EXTENSION CENTRE GALLERY Faculty of Extension, 
8303-112 St (492-0166) ® Open Mon-Fri Sam-tpm * MAN- 
UFACTURED TRANSFORMATION Artworks by Astrid 
Bughardt, Gloria Burgos, Kathleen Newman, Carole Nyquist. 
Danielte Roling, and others 


FAB GALLERY Aim 1-1 Fina Arts Bldg, 112 St, 89 Ave (492- 
2081) © Open Tue-Fri 10am-Spm, Sat 2-Spm * ASPECTS OF 
ABSTRACTION: A Selection of Paintings from Private and 
Public Collections by Professor Graham Peacock: until Juty 
14 « CHASING FORM: outdoors U of A Campus, South of 
Rutherford Library, 89 Ave, 112 St; sculptures by Cesar 
Alvarez, until July 2 {outdoors exhibition} 


FRINGE GALLERY 10516 Whyte Ave (432-0240) ¢ Open 
Mon-Sat ¢ WILD THINGS: Works on paper and 
canvas by Jim Trevelyan: until June 30 © FLOTSAM AND THEN 
tL aaa aa July 2 (pert of The Art 


GALLERY AT MILNER-STANLEY A. MILNER UIBRARY 
Main Fl, Se Winston Churchil Sq (496-7030) Open Mon-Fri 
‘an Spm Sat Gam 6pm, Sun 1 Spa * Room 
'S ART ASSOGATION OF CANADA LUCENT A SUAVEY OF 
CONTEMPORARY CANADIAN GLASS The Glass Ar Association 
Canada ® Part af the Works festival # Until valy 6 


‘THE GALLERY ON MAIN-LACOMBE 4910-50 Avo, 2nd 
feval, Lacombe {403-732-3402} « HEARTLAND: The New 7 
Pamters Society of Canada * Until June 30 


GLEMROSE ILITATION HOSPITAL (0230-111 Ave 
{735-7986) speek Gallery: OUT OF THE SHADOWS 
unt June 30 © Blue Carve Gallery: GIFTS OF THE SPIRIT 


Paintings by Carol Chapman, until June 30 
GRANT MackWAN COLLEGE Muttert Hall Foyer, Alberts 


Salen oad . Cel sae A blend of 
poetry aul Satur i 
ee © Until July 4 bios 
HARCOURT HOUSE 10215-112 St (425-4180) © Mon-Fri 
1Qam-Spmm; Sat 12-4pm ¢ Frost Roows: i198 Tha Works ad 
floor (both rooms); Harcourt House members’ show, unl July 
21 ¢ Anmesc STRIPPED Paintings, drawings and sculptures 
created during Harcoun's drop-in model sessions; until July 24 


JEFF ALLEN GALLERY Strathcona Place, 10831 Univers) 
Ave (433-5262) © Opan Mon-Fri Sam-4pm © AAT OMIM: 
ED " xed ae aL M4 Seek Isabelle Kleparchuk 
and Mary Jane Trafiak @ July 3-26 © Opening reception 
Wed, July 4 (6 30-8:30pm) ice 


JOHNSON GALLERY (NORTH) 11617-80 St (479-8424) 
Open Tue-Fn 9:30am-5:d0pm:; Sat 9:30am-tpm * Serigraphs 
by Norval Morrisseau and Jackson Beardy, prints by Toti, 
paintings by Cindy Revell, wall art by Raymond Chow ¢ 

( 1) 7711-85 St (465-6171) ¢ Open Mon-Fri Sam-Spm, 
Sat 10am-Sem ® Artworks by Shirley Thomas, Edythe 
Markstad Buchanan Serigrahs of Edmonton buildings by 
George Webber, pottery by Jim Speers 


LATITUDE 53 GALLERY 10248-106 St (423-5353) « Main 
Space; CANDY MIN: Mindy Yon Miller, Catherine Bodmer, 
and Susie Major present a collaborative project, until July 
14 © The ProjEX Room THE VALLEY OF SEARCH 
Photographs of female forms in plastic by Ania Trecieski, 
until July 14 © Exubit hours extend to 9pm on Thu, June 
28, July 5, July 12 during Latitude 53's Summer Rooftop 
Patio tundraiser * Latitude Summer Rooftop Series. hosted 
by a range of local “catebnty” Dus and hosts, rooftop patio 
each Thu; June 28-Aug 16 (5-Spm} 


LOFT GALLERY AJ Ottewall Arts Centre. Rod Bam, 580 
Broadmoor Blvd, Sherwood Park (457-4481) © Open Sat 1Gam- 
Apm, Thu 5-Spm # ALL MEMBERS ART SHOW Unt July 23 


MANDOUN BOOKS 6419-112 Ave {479-4050} ¢ Open Tue- 
Sat $:30em-5pm, Sun 12:30-Spm * STATIONS Photographs by 
Denis Walt © July 1-31 


McMULLEN GALLERY U of A Hospital, 8440-112 St(407- 
7152) © Open Mon-Fri 10am-Spm, Sat-Sun t-Bom # 
HAT=STORY Artworks by various artists curated by Damelle 
LaBrie © Until July 29 © Reception: Thu, June 28 (7-Spm) 


WCPAG 5411-51 St, Stony Plain (963-2777) * Open Mon- 
Sat 10am-4pm, Sun 10am-6 30pm » DIMORPHIC PERCEP. 
TIONS. Paintings by Elaina Tweedy 3nd Donna Marchyshyn. 
until July 26 © The Dining Roont Gallery: Artworks by 
Mary Dolynchuk: until June 28 © LADY OF THE LAKE. 
Paintings by Kathy Meaney, June 28-Aug 9 


MINA HAGGERTY CENTRE FOR THE ARTS Stollery 
Gallery. 9704-111 Ave (474-7611) © Open Mon, Wed, Fri 
9:30am-2:30pm:; Tus, Thu 6'30-4pm: 6-Bpm *¢ COLLAGE 
AND NEW WORK. Featusing artworks by studio artists in 
the Stollery Gallery; part of The Works © Until July 6 © 
Opening reception June 28 (4-7pm) 


PETER ROBERTSON GALLERY 10103-112 St (452-0286) © 


Opan Tue-Sat 10am-5 30pm ¢ TURF Artworks by emerging 
artists © July 19-Aug 11 


+ PICTURE THIS GALLERY 959 Ordre fd Sherwood Park 


4467-3038} # Paintings by Arteta Pech, Audrey Plannmulter, 
Sueellen Ross, watercolours by Brent Heighton, landscapes 
by Bern Will Brown, seascapes by Jonn Einerssen, and soap- 
stone by Vance Theoret © Until June 30 


PROALES PUBLIC ART GALLERY 19 Perron Street, St 
Albert (450-4310) © Open Tue-Sat (1Gam-Spm), Thu (Gam- 
Spm) ¢ HOME BODY Artworks by Kim Bruce, Elizabeth Clark 
and Bev Tosh, unti! June 30 © KA-POW/) Featuring artworks by 
Murray Allen, Tony Saker, Kib, Chnstopher Zaytsolf, in 
font cade AES Migr Saeintscrar ite ak (iotse 


bow 


PROVINCIAL ARCHIVES 8555 Roper Hd (427-1750) * 
Open Mon Sat Sam-4 30pm, Wed 4 30-Spm ¢ IMMORTAL 
NATURE'S AGELESS HARMONY. THE BOTANICAL LANTERN 
SLIDES OF WILLIAM COPELAND MCCALLA Hand-coloured 
glass lantem slides of flowers and plants by William: 
Copeiand, 1914-1938 © Until Sept 1 


ROYAL ALBERTA MUSEUM 12845-1072 Ave © CO0L AND 
COLLECTED See the unseen from the Museums collections, 
until July 2 © GALEN ROWELL-A RETROSPECTIVE Landscape 
photographs: until July 2 © PROJECT RENEWAL A glimpse ot 
the Museum's redevelopment plans, until July 2 


‘ST. ALBERT ARTWALK © Various venues in St Albert 
Wares, Modem Eyes Gallery, Profites Gallery, Art Beat Gallery. 
Gemport, Studio Gatlery. The Bookstore on Parton, Cargo and 
James. St. Thomas Cotfoe House, Concapt Jewelry © Juty S 


SCOTT GALLERY 10411-124 St (488-3615} » Open Tue-Sat 
1Oam-Spm © SMALL SCULPTURE New steel works by 
Peter Hide © Until July 10 


‘SNAP GALLERY 10309-97 St (423-1492) © Open Tue-Sat 12- 
Spm © Outer Gallery: UNCOMMON REMAINS-NEXTFEST 
Prntworks by four young artists/designers, until Jaty 2t 
SACRA PRIVATA Works on papat by Blair Brennan, until Juty a 


‘THE STRATHCONA COUNTY MUSEUM AND ARCHIVES 
913 Ash St Sharwood Park (467-8189) © Open Monn 1Gam- 
4pm, weekends by appointment/pre-booked tour ¢ SPORTS 
FROM THE PAST Featuring sports equipment, photographs anc 
collectibles from the earty 1900s to the late 1980s. July-Sept 
$3 © Strathcona County Musoum and Archives 10th 
Annnersary refreshments and eotertainment, July 12 (13pm) 


TELUS WORLD OF SCIENCE 11211-142 St (452-9100) © 
LOST WORLDS Exhibition from dinosaurs ta ancient Civ 
hzations ® Until Sept 3 


‘TU GALLERY 10719-124 St (457-9954) © FINE LEGS, GREAT 
CHESTS AND HOT SEATS fine fumiture from NAIT’s Advanced 
Woodworking end Fumiture Design graduating class ne 
2BrJuly 21 © Gals launch: Thy, Jeune 28 (6 30-9pen) 


UABAN ROOTS £2 Ave. 104 St Aliey * FORWARD 
Progressive Canadian gsathtt curated by John Orager * 
Unt! July 15 


VAAA GALLERY 31d F/, Haccourt House, 10215-112 St 
(421-1731) © Open Mon-Fri 10am-4prn, Set i2-4pm ¢ 
DIVERSITY 2007: Artworks by Visual Arts Alberta's member- 
ship; pant of The Works Festival © Until July 21 


WALTERDALE PLAYHOUSE Lobby, 10522-83 Ave [432- 
7357) @ Art in the Lobby: Charmed by Netuce: Watercolors 
by West 4 Art Group, Cissy Dambicki, Ute Rieder, Jennsfar 
Solly, and Lynn Tupper; in conjunction with The Taal of 
Salome © July 4-14 (viewnng one hour before curtain) 
Opening reception: July 3 [7-8am) 

THE WORKS FESTIVAL Vaivous venues throughout 
Edmonton, www theworks 9b ca (426-2122) * Edmonton's 
visual arts festival including an armsan market tn Churchill 
Squore and AUTOPOIESIS Ken Ainaldo’s gisnt wiflatable 
sculptures in the Big Tent © Unet July 21 


BLUE CHAI CAFE 9624-76 Ave (459-6755) © Story Siam An 
‘opportunity for wnters to share their wort, explore they talents 
and show off » Third Wed each month * $5 (donation) 


CHAPTERS-ST. ALBERT * Book signing of Kamilla Reid's 
new book Rcot Karbunkulus ¢ June 30 (3pm) 


WAXED CYBER CAFE 10354 Jasper Ave * Music. poetry, 
and performance art open stage hosted by the Naked Eclectic 
Electnc Orchestra; every Thu (8pm) * TablaRosaCrustacesn. 
A night of poetry, performance, music, and video, a fundrais- 
et for CORTEX, Sat, Juna 30 (8pm), $5 (door) 

Are LRS Cane CRUNCH Mi GOLA + 
WOW-Wired on Words We all have someting to say, arma 
teurs and professionals alike. Let this creative wirling procoss 
quide you into self-discovery © Mestings bi-monthly, Sun (4 
pm) e-mail feelgoodbewellin2007 gmail cam for wfo 


THE COMEDY FACTORY 314 Gateway Boulevard (469-4999) 
© Thu (8.30pm), $11: Fri (8:30pm), $20; Sat (8pm), $20, Sat 
(10-309), $20 © Every Wed (8.30pm). Wacky Wednesday, $5 
© Lars Callieou (MC, guest headiinert; June 23-30 ¢ Dele 
owning, July 5-7 © Marty Hanenberg, July 12-14 


THE COMIC STRIP 1646 Gourbon St, WEM, 8882-170 St 
{489-5999} © Open nightly Bpm, Frr Bp and 10-30pm, Sav 
6pm and 10:30pm, Sun Bpm ¢ Tom Simmons, Welty 
Santos, and Sean Thompson; until July } © Hit or Miss 
Monday's July 2 © Altematwe Tuesdays Featuring come- 
dy hypnotism, comedy magic, comedy music, street per: 
formers and more, Tue, July 3 * Scott Henry, July 4-8 « 
Hit or Miss Monday's July 9 ¢ Alternative Tuesday's. 
Featunng comedy hypnotism, comedy magic, comedy music, 
ta performers and mote: Tus, July 16 ¢ Tim Young, Juty 


CROWN AND ANCHOR PUB 1527? Casticdowns Rd (472- 
7896) © Ha-Ha-Dft comedy with host Kathleen Mefies featur- 
tng Andrew twanyk © Every Thu Sem] © No cover 


NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE © Comedy Extravaganza 
hosted by Kathleen MacGee, first Tue each month; no 
minors, 8:30pm (door), Spm (show) © $5 


RIVERSIDE BAR AND GAILL 367 St Albert fid (460-1122) 
© Wednesday Night Live Open stage every Wed for come- 
dy, and muste hosted by Barbara May and the Tumbling 
Dice (8-10pm) * No cover 


YUK YUICS KOMEDY KABARET Londonderry Mall (431+ 
9857] © Open Wed-Thu Spin, frn-Sat 8pm and 10 30pm » 
Sun: Industry Night, $10 © Wednesday Crash and Burn * 
Aaron Berg, Natalie Gray and Matthew Murray, «ated 
show; until June 30 


COMEDY TONIGHT! SONGS TO MAKE YOU SMILE 
Mayfield Dinner Theatre, Mayfield Inn, 16515-108 Ave (483- 
4051} © Compiled and written by Jim Brewer, with parodies ot 
well known Broadway hits to orignal comedy songs. thus show 
pokes gentie fun at all aspects of our lives « July Aug a 
SRaMOeTON INTRA TCR STREET PCRPIRME RS, 
FESTIVAL Sir Winston Churchill Sq and vanous venues 
throughout Downtown Edmonton, 
www.edmontonsteatfest.com (425-5162) # Free performances 
by mtemabonally street acts in the Square as spacial perform- 
anees in other venues * July &15 


ENCORE-THE BEST OF 30 YEARS! Westbury Theave, 
TransAlta Arts Bams, 10330-84 Ave (420-1757) * Edmonton 
Musical Theatre ¢ Until June 30 (8pm: June 30 (2pm) # 
$75/320 (matinee) at TIX on the Square 


GREEDY, ROTTEN, SCOUNDRELS-THE LAST WILL AND 
TESTAMENT OF DECKLAND MACNAMUS Jubilotions 
Dinner Theatre 8882-170 St, WEM (484-2424) © Comedy 
by Scott end Yanin Cranwill After years of indulging # can- 
tankerous and eccentnc old bilionare, the ame has finally 
come to find aut who sucked up enough to become the 
tightful heir to tha famuty fortuna © Until Aug 12 


IBLEEDINK, VARTUALLY PERFECT Arnmuth Theatre, 
11315 106 Ave {820-1757} © Grant MacEwan Theatre Ans 
Alumni producuan © About two best frends, Roger. 3 
young robotics prodigy working on his secret project and 
Mike, who 1s mournmg the dasth of bis fiancte * June 29- 
‘Suty 17 30pm), no shows Mon, July 7 matinee 12 30pm ¢ 
$15 at TIX on the Square 


MAMMA MIAL Jubilee Auditorium {651-8000} * The story- 
telling magee of ABBA's tmeless songs propel thes anchanveg 
tale of love, laughter and fnendshup # Juty 17-22 Tut Sat 8pm, 
Sat 2pm, Sun Ipm and 6:30pm * $50.65-$9065 at TicketMaster 


OH SUSANNA! CANADA DAY EVE SPECIAL Vorscona 
Theatre, 10329-33 Ave (433-3399) « The Euro-style varity 
spectacle’ Intemational gtamour-gal Susanne Patchouli and thet 
drvine co-host Eros, God of Love colebrate Laughs! Music! 
Cocktails! © Sat. June 20 (11pm) © Teckats $10 (door) 


AIVER CITY SHAKESPEARE FESTIVAL Hontoge 
Aennbithearre of Hawrolak Park, www rivercityshake- 
1 BO- 2 a RE 
Geotteneo.ol Varong 8 tyo Mussa’ adapta 


he 


On. preview 
See AY sae c ro Nome oo ten a 
ardour, jealousy and redempmon, previewr, June 27 opans 
June 29 © Unni Juty 22 © Pay-What-You.Can open 
nights/Tues $20 jaduttl/$15 (studenUseniorytree (hads 12 
years old and anderl/S30 (pass) at TK on the Squace 


SMOEL Gravity Pope, 10442-82 Ave (420-1757) ¢ VALAT 
Theatre OF inventron * Kathleen Weiss’ play about contem 
porary obsessions with Deauty, sexness, consumplian-and, 
of course, shoes * June 30, July 1 8pnk June 8-29. July 
2-319 30pm} © $15 (2dv) at TIX on the Square 


THE TRIAL OF SALOME sv "errr norte AChR Ane 
Lg ARES © ath AIM Anan ane rc 
Fr ak salted ol emer ae Le lee ad 
W Ide Sareme bet Mans vai | eh ee ai ol 
OUT ad Ghar! FUER TEN GEA TARE 

evely Bat UE Eat mgt neuer Acie vrrenrmnww tii, Bry 
Waite date s nner Farectat ¢ eal eT Bae ee yA GN 
dpm © $12 $14.0 TP Wortne sqniate 40) Id. kee 


VIRTUALLY PERFECT Anmuth theave, 11315-106 Ave 
By Michael Andraw Bovko. presented by ibisedink © The 
story about two best tends, Roger, a young sveatist prodi- 
gy working on hes secret project and Mike who mourns for 
the death of his francée Apn! who died suddanty, one yeat 
ago ® June 29-July 8 (7.30pm, matines: July 7 {12 30pen) © 
$15 at TEX on the Square 


Destination 


O98 THE WEEK ENDING JUNE 28. 20 
1. The Traveling Wilburys - Collection (rhino) ; 
2. Wilco - Sky Biue Sky (nonesuch) 
3. The White Stipes — Icky Thump (warmer) 
4. Bjork - Volta (attantic) 
5. Feist - The Reminder (arts & crafts) 
6. Mavis Staples - We'll Never Tum Back (anti) 
7. Grinderman - Grinderman (anti) 
8. Joan Armatrading — into The Blues (429) 
9, Wednesday Night Heroes - Guilty Pieasures (byo) 
10. The National - Boxer (4ad) 
11. Arcade Fire - Neon Bible (merge) 
12.Kings Of Leon - Because Of The Times (rca) 
43.Down The Hatch -! Got A Bad Feeling About This... (dth) 
14,Rufus Wainwright - Release The Stars (geffen) 
15. Dinosaur Jr. - Beyond (fat possum) 
16. Tiger Army - Music From Regions Beyond (helicat) 
17. Battles - Mirrored (warp) - 
18. Amy Winehouse — Back To Black (universal) 
49. Modest Mouse - We Were Dead Before The Ship Even Sank (epic) 
20.Lucinda Williams - West (lost highway) 
21.Pelican —- City Of Echoes (hydrahead) 
22. John Prine & Mac Wiseman - Standard Songs For Average People (oh boy) 
23. Nekromantix — Lifes A Grave And | Dig It (heticat) 
24. Ry Cooder - My Name Is Buddy (nonesuch) 
25, Biiott Smith - New Moon (kil rock stars) 
26. Hot Little Rocket - How To Lose Everything (fun) 
97. John Wort Hannam = Two Bit Suit (black hen) 
28.Boris With Michio Kurahara - Rainbow (drag city) 
29. Tom Waits - Orphans (anti) 
30. The Shins - Wincing The 
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Australian roots artist Xavier Rudd 
is back with the mellow and 
reflective “White Moth*. Produced 
by David Ogilvie, the album wiil 
have fans handing it over to their 
friends, who will then proclaim themselves fans, 
setting off a chain reaction that will be seen and 
heard around the world. 
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Saddest Music warbles a quirky, sepia- -hued tune 


BRIAN GIBSON / brise@vsewsehly.com 


n amnesiac with a tapeworm. 
A slick musical 
producer returning 


to hometown Winnipeg 
during the Great Depres- 
sion. A legless brewery TH BOGS 
owner announces a competition for 
the saddest music in the world. The 
producer enters; so does his brother, 
a self-declared Serbian who keeps his 
dead son’s heart pickled in a jar of his 
tears and performs as Gavril the Great 
(in honour of assassin Gavrilo Princip, 
who launched the sadness of World 
War | with one bullet) 

On paper, this seems like a super. 
saturated quirkfest bound to sink 
faster than a remake of Titanic by Tim 
Burton But with The Saddest Music 
in the World (2003), Guy Maddin 
serves up another fabulously strange 
brew. Melodrama, magic realism and 
wry comedy are all on tap here in a 
frothy mix that goes down so smooth- 
ly because of the cast’s zeaious per- 
formances and Maddin’‘s play with 
retro film looks. 

Ross McMillan, as Roderick Kent, 
producer Chester's embittered broth- 
er, is a stand-out, the camera drawn 
to his intense, pained look. The man 
ts a picture of maniacal grief, espe 
cially throus re veil dropping down 
from his -brimmed hat as he 
plays the cello 


THE ENTIRE FILM seems shot through 


thin veils of grainy sepia most of the 


= = | DVDETECTIVE 


JOSEF BAAUH 
i | trdetectve@neweekty ton 


Alain Resnais was sort of the pensive 
uncle of the French New Wave. He'd been 
working on shorter films—such as his 
series about painters, and the remarkable 
Holocaust documentary Night and Fog— 
for a tong while before 1959, that explo- 
Sive year of Breathless, The 400 Blows 
and Resnais’s feature debut Hiroshima 
Mon Amour. If his films lack something of 
the rollicking exuberance of Godard or 
Truffaut's, he was, after all, a good decade 
Older than both. But | don't think its suffi- 
cient to say his films are simply cooler or 
more cerebrat—his vision’s too distinctive 
for such reductions, which take no 
account of his attraction to fatalistic 
romance and striking ability to incorporate 
melodrama into his intricate explorations 
of memory and time 

Hiroshima and its \egendarily perplex- 
Ing successor Last Year at Marienbad 


5 tie FAL JUN 28 (7 Pa) 


THE SADDEST 
= ‘INTHE WORLD 
| aD By GUY MADIS 
| WRITTEN BY KAZUO ISHIGURO, 
GEORGE TOLES, MAODIN 


STRAIN BAKA ATMA 
ISABELLA ROSSELLINI, MARIA DE MADEIROS 
METRO CINEMA S10 


time, a crystalline blue in flashbacks, 
crimson red in dream sequences and 
colour in a few vivid sequences that 
serve as a jokey visual counterpunch 
to the film’s usually sombre tones. 

But The Saddest Music in the World 
is a comedy. If, as producer Chester 
(Mark McKinney) says, “Sadness is 
just happiness turned on its ass,” 
Maddin shows that comedy is just 
overboiled tragedy. From the offbeat 
lines—"I’m not an American, I'm a 
nymphomaniac”—to the whimsical 
images—beer-glass legs, an Ameri- 
can musical number led by sitar and 
a Swiss man playing a South Ameri- 
can flute—here is magic-realism fil- 


tered through an oddball sensibility, ° 


chilled in the snowdrifts of Winnipeg 
and bottled in amber-hued frames of 
celluloid. 

Chester is the Canadian boy easily 
reborn as slick American operator, 
trying to win by raiding the other 
countries’ talent for his meiting-pot 
production. As Lady Port-Huntley, 
Isabella Rossellini looks like the 
blonde, Dietrich-like diva of gotden 


(61) are reasonably easy to track down 
on VHS at the very least, but 1963's 
Muriel (or the Time of the Return), while 
film of equal repute, seemed to have 
dropped off the map for years, something 
far easier to read about than actually see. 
Thankfully, Koch Lorber put out a DVD of 
the film this spring and, with any luck, it 
should make its way into numerous home 
theatres and set a whole new generation 
head-scratching. 

Written by Jean Cayrol, who also 
wrote Night and Fog, Muriel concerns a 
quartet of characters virtually imprisoned 
by the irresolutions of their past. Antique 
fumiture seller Héléne (Marienbad’s won- 
dertul Delphine Seyrig) has called a habit- 
ually lying paramour from Paris to visit 
her home. He brings with him a young 
lover whom he claims is his niece, and 
who becomes chummy with Héléne’s 
stepson Bernard, a veteran of the French- 
Algerian War, whose erratic behaviour— 
and compulsive amateur filmmaking—is 
Gradually revealed to be prompted by his 
memories of an atrocity committed there 


_ ‘ea 


oldies, while Maria de Madeiros, as 
the amnesiac Narcissa, looks the part 
of a pixie-ish ingénue from Chaplin's 
"30s films. 

The inventive camera angles and 
the gauzy, dreamy look of the sepia 
frames carry the tune here. Maddin’s 
film is about the look itself as cine- 
matic and emotion, particularly sad- 


by he and his company. 

“You never know which period you'll 
wake up to in this flat,” says Bernard, 
referring to his mother’s jungle of 
dressers, chairs and tables, each standing 
as ambassadors for a menagerie of his- 
torical moments—though he could just 
as easily be referring to the fragmented 
nature of Muriel, both in terms of its 
themes of forgetfulness, regret and 
invention, and its puzzle-like, pseudo- 
cubist form, defined by flash-cuts and 
jump-cuts that interrupt day scenes with 
night scenes, shift perspectives, trans- 
form conversations into non sequiturs, 
and keep the characters constantly enter- 
ing and exiting spaces as though physi- 
cally unable to remain in a single 
position, The result is a film that counter- 
balances a strong but conventional narra- 
tive with a deliriously unstable structure, 
an uneasy marriage that's initially jarring, 
then jazzily fun, then mesmerizing, and 
finally deeply troubling and more than a 
little melancholy. 
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* LIVE FREE OR DIE HARD / 23 |. ie 
EVAN ALMIGHTY / 30 gai} 


ness, as affectation and spectacle. 
The Kents’ father, Theodore, and 
Roderick watch Narcissa as if she’s 
in close-up on a screen. Light often 
has a bright glow or a blurry glare, 
like the reflection of sun off snow. 
Flakes sparkle down on Winnipeg 
Streets like dust motes through a 
projector's rays. 


CLAUDE CHABROL, WHO also began his . 


career around the time of the French New 
Wave's 1959 pistol shot, is another highly 
regarded French auteur poorly represent- 
ed in these parts, despite the fact that his 
tales of suspense and corruption are far 
more accessible, Sadly, part of the reason 
we don't get to see many of his films 
pass through local cinemas may simply 
be that he’s too prolific. We tend to like 
our foreign/art house directors to stick to 
making a masterpiece every half-decade 
or so, and both self-conscious master- 
pieces and ponderous processes are pret- 
ty much anathema to Chabrol’s approach. 
But once again, enter Koch Lorber: 

their DVD of his latest film, Comedy of 
Power, is freshly on shelves. Is the film 
itself fresh? Well, Chabral hardly seems 
to be breathing very hard here, but there's 
still much pleasure to be found in his typi- 
cally scathing survey of the bourgegis and 
their sense of entitlement. Blatantly 
inspired by the Elf Aquitaine scandal of 
the 1990s—Chabrol mischievously opens 


SICKO! 28 ns 
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After deft montage sequences, 
newsreel-like footage, and overlaid 
images, The Saddest Music in the 
World ends in an operatic tempest, a 
flurry of colourful, cracking cuts and 
then a series of poignant, classically 
scored close-ups. Then this film of 
crystalline emotions and frozen mem- 
ories wisps away like a winter fog. v 


Catch a new wave of classic and contemporary French film 


the film with a disclaimer Stating that any 
relationship to rea! events is coincidental, 
fully ensuring that we know such resem- 


biances are anything but—Comedy of | 


Power chronicles the retentless pursuit of 
ostensibly untouchable white-collar crimi- 
nals by the aptly named Judge Jeanne 
Charmant-Killman, also known as The 
Piranha. Played by Chabrol’s steady lead- 
ing woman Isabelle Huppert, Killman 
exhibits a certain delight in her work, yet 
is still sympathetic to the victims in a 
detached sort of way. 

Speaking in an unusual register, smok- 
ing Marlboros and donning scarlet gloves 
for her on-location investigations, Hup- 
pert’s performance is weirdly enjoyable— 
Not terribly exciting, but enjoyable. 
Chabrol, too, sort of glides through Come- 
dy of Power, but does so engagingly, 
playfully ending scenes with a sudden 
camera move toward an object, for exam- 
ple, one of many tricks he uses to keep 
things moving along. And, | suppose, to 
keep him on his toes: at 77, Chabrol 
Seems as Spry as ever. v 
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Good Evening and good luck 
with crazy quilt storyline 


JONATHAN BUSCH / jonathan @vueweekly,com 
ere’s a summer film my bridge 
H= should enjoy. 
Y‘know, no sex 
(okay, maybe a little, but 
it's lit entirely by a gas 
lamp in a woodshed and THIS OK 
features no more than a man’s left 
nipple),.no violence (alright, one tiny 
bit, but it’s just devastating), and just 
a really lovely story. 

That's what Vanessa Redgrave as 
Ann, all tired and sweaty in a flowing 
nightgown, either tossing back and 
forth in her death bed or chasing CGI 
butterflies down the hallway, would 
have you believe. That’s what the 
sub-plot of her two daughters Nina 
and Constance (Toni Collette and 
Natasha Richardson)—grasping at 
straws for details of their mother’s life 
as she recalls a mysterious past lover 
through delicate, vague whisperings— 
seemingly ties up through a combina- 
tion of feminine bantering and 
langorous piano-accompanied land- 
scape photography. 

But my god, at times, Evening is an 
existential nightmare. Here's the deal ... 

The film focuses largely on Ann‘s 
flashbacks, where in her peachy mid- 
20s (played by Claire Danes), she vis- 
its the seaside for her best friend Lila’s 
wedding, Ann, a single New York 
lounge singer, finds herself out of 
Place amongst the wealthy country 
folk, but makes good pals with Lila’s 
clingy, alcoholic brother Buddy (Hugh 
Dancy, aka my future husband). 

Buddy harps on Ann to recognize 
that Lila (Meryl Streep’s daughter, 
Mamie Gummer) is really in love with 
Harris (Patrick Wilson), a gorgeous 
but equally plastic small-town doctor 
archetype. As Ann investigates, she is 
romantically drawn to Harris like flies 
to cow shit, only for Buddy to mess it 
up even more by kissing practically 
everyone and drunkenly leaping off a 
cliff (don’t worry, he lives). 

The Hours novelist Michael Cun- 
ningham co-pens the screenplay with 
Susan Minot (this time, she wrote the 
novel), while it’s former cinematogra- 


a | OPENS FAL, JUN29 
= 


= DIRECTED BY LASS KOLA 

1 | WRITTEN BY SUSAN MINOT, 
PATLWALL CUSMINAOM 
STARRING CLAIRE DANES, TOW) COLETTE, 
MERYL STREEE GLENK CLOSE 


pher Lajos Koltai’s American directo- 
rial debut. Along with the exhausting 
dance card of dramatic performances, 
it’s an over-creative, eager-to-please 
mess, inching forward, fueled by tear 
streaks and soft exhales. 


- THROUGH A DIFFERENT LENS, evening 


belies its own sentimentality. Old Ann 
drones on about her life mistakes a 
few too many times, only for Streep to 
waltz in as Lila, shaking her out of her 
dreamineéss and shrugging Harris off 
as just another “abnormally attractive 
boy.” By the end, it’s uncertain 
whether the passion of Ann's flash- 
backs are legit, or just another wistful 


figment to whisk her to death’s door 
with style. 

Such a conflict is Evening’s saving 
grace? it recognizes itself as a poorly 
sewn quilt, tears open a couple 
seams, and willfully becomes a heap 
of scraps. 

My favourite part is young Ann 
tearing a strip off a soaking wet, 
stumbling drunk Buddy; Danes gets 
all fiery and bitchy, her nostrils flaring 
and violent eyes bugging out as she 
screams, “Be a man!!” It's as if she 
addresses the passive, masochistic 
viewer in our identification with Ann 
and her benevolent common sense, 
momentarily shaking us out of our 
dependency on the film’s seductive 
trap of emotional catharsis. 

Bring your aunties, sneak in a flask 
of sherry (or for sophomores, a ther- 
mos of Earl Gray), and kick off those 
Mary Janes. Evening is the most fun 
you'll have being confused since 
inland Empire. W 
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HAVE 


H \ Advertisers who want to place their print 
ads in a quality publication ask the question: 


ANSWER 


“Is your circulation audited?” 

Were very proud to answer “Yes.” 

We are a member of the Audit Bureau of 
Circulations because we share ABC’ belief 
that circulation audits are an essential 
assurance of value. 

ABC is the premier circulation auditing 
organization in the world, and has been 
since 1914. Each year, ABC auditors test and 
verify that our circulation figures are facts, 
notclaims. An ABC audit is the sign of a 
sound investment for advertisers. 

Not all publications are audited, but they 
should be. Because when advertisers ask 
“ts your circulation audited?” there's only 


tie oewe? 


Audit Bureau of Circulations 


Yes.” 
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Michael Moore shows us an | 
America that is Sicko of it all 


BRIAN GIBSON / brian@vueweekly.com 
f oo many OBGYNs aren’‘t 
able to practice 


their love with Nz 


women across the coun- 
try.” This remarkably un- 
funny, misogynist joke THS BOOS 
comes from the mouth of George W 
Bush. And so Michael Moore’s latest 
documentary, Sicko, begins. 

Another dissection of Dubya, hot 
on the heels of Fahrenheit 9/11? More 
confrontations with CEOs? Most crit- 
ics of Moore made up their minds 
long ago about his supposed slanting 
of truth, sarcastic narrative and man- 
ufactured persona. But since 1989, 
Moore's been working in that non- 
American tradition of cinema vérite, 
where the filmmaker can be up front, 
since the camera and editing already 
bias the story being filmed. 

In Sicko, Moore's voiceover offers 
some of that caustic sarcasm {influ- 
enced, perhaps, by the late Kurt Von- 
negut, honoured in the credits). 
Moore also plays the naive American 
shuffling around in his ballcap and a 
leather jacket as he tries to figure out 
what's gone wrong. But neither pose 
becomes wearisome because Moore 
mostly lets the sufferers speak, their 
stories revealing the deep, oozing 
wounds of a broken healthcare sys- 
tem. There are no confrontations 
here; Bush is not attacked much more 
than would-be reformer Hillary Clin- 
ton, who eventually jumped into the 
pockets of Big Pharma and other 
“healthcare” lobbyists. 
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> | WRITTEN & DIRECTED BY MICHAEL MOORE 

= STARRING A FEW OF THE SICK ANO THE POOR 
YEARNING 70 BREAK FREE OF THE AMERICAN 
HEALTH CARE SYSTEM 


This film, probably Moore’s most 
electrically charged since his first, 
Roger and Me, is driven by a deep, 
sobering indignation. Sicko takes the 
pulse of America and finds it flatlining 
when it comes to a basic human 
right—the richest country on earth 
cannot even afford to give its sickest 
citizens a dose of basic dignity. 

The stories are chilling and damn- 
ing in what they reveal of profit-driv- 
en HMOs (Health Maintenance 
Organizations) denying or revoking 
coverage, politicians whose apathy 
has been bought off, and, in the final 
diagnosis, a psycho system where the 
homeless sick are taken by HMO 
thugs and dumped like trash at the 
curb outside a county facility. One of 
them can be seen on a clinic’s street 
camera, wandering dazed and con- 
fused on the sidewalk. But she is not 
nearly as lost as the system itself, 


MOORE'S STROKE OF ingenuity is to 
point out those nearly 50 million 
uninsured Americans—Adam, stitch- 
ing up his own infected knee with 
thread at home—and then focus, 
instead, on “you,” an American in that 
vast, insured majority. Eighteen mil- 
lion uninsured Americans will die 
each year, but surely the insured are 
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SICKO 
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TIRE SUMMER @ 
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safer? Only if they are lucky. 

Larry and Donna Smith, after so 
many heart and cancer treatments, 
exhausted their HMO insurance and 
had to sell their home, moving into a 
daughter's cramped storage room 
Frank still works at 79 to pay for the 
drugs he and his elderly wife need; 
the HMO Cigna only covers both 
cochlear implants for a slowly deafen- 
ing nine-month-old girl when her 
father suggests Moore will get 
involved. The most awful story comes 
from a Kansas City woman, devastat- 
ed by the death of her husband after 
their HMO hospital's board of trustees 
refused him a bone-marrow trans- 
plant (from his younger brother, a | 
perfect match) because it was costly 
“experimental treatment.” 

Sicko simmers into a boil of grief, | 
anger and shame over the corrupt, | 
privatized HMO system set up by | 
Nixon in 1971, but then loses some 
steam in the middle section, when 
Moore tours Canada’s, England’s, 
France‘s (and later Cuba‘s) patently 
superior, patient-first systems. Moore 
basically plasters over the smailer 
problems with these systems (here in 
mega-rich Alberta, we must pay 
healthcare “premiums” every month; 
the French whom Moore interviews 
are all affluent whites) and the film is 
more chillingly persuasive when 
Moore turns his stethoscope onto the 


The final section, where Moore 
takes 9/11 volunteers wracked with 
respiratory and other health problems 
to Guantanamo (the only American 
place with top-notch care for all resi- 
dents), is masterfully affecting. Led by 
Old Labour politician Tony Benn, 
Moore suggests that early debt and 
the twin toxic myths of choice and 
individual power have stripped Amer- 
icans of a belief in the collective will, 
the desire to get on the streets and 
demand change. Yet the stories and 
images in Sicko still deliver an adrenal 
shot, a strangely enervating mix of 
anger, shame and hope that, with the 
diagnosis so obvious, the fight for a 
cure will begin, v 
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Wily Willis returns for 
Die Hard action fans 


DY PLATS rOlup 


JOSEF BRAUN / josef@vuowaokly.com > 
here’s something pleasantly SS LIVE FREE OR IE HARD quests each night 
’ ti re FE | tc ay ca 
: A see | NITIES MATA SOMTATE 
fourth instalment in the 
lamineleans Superco STARRING BRUCE WILLIS, JUSTIN LONE, 
» SUPETCOP THIS OK TIMOTHY OLYPHANT, MAGGIE Q 


franchise well into the 21st 
century. With its countless near miss- email! and it blatantly feeds off of 
es, lunkhead wisecracks and injudi- paranoia over 9/11 and the US gov- 
cious gunplay, its wildly preposterous = emment’s failure to respond to Hurri- 
and extravagantly staged injuries and cane Katrina. This is, after all, 
deaths, its willfully naive politics, black exploitation cinema, and McLean is 
hat/white hat characterizations and __ the original one-man War on Terror. 
copious heroic grunts, Live Free or 
Die Hard is an undisguised throwback SINCE THE FILM'S desired audience is 
to the days when every self-respecting at least partially comprised of young- 
movie-lover didn’t pretty much agree _ sters, and the first Die Hard came out 
that summer blockbusters suck. 19 years ago, Live Free or Die Hard 
And that's why it kinda works. Like .also packs the generation gap sub- 
the middle-aged Bruce Willis, who theme, starting with McLean's 
retums as the film's star, its unpreten- estrangement from his adult daughter, 
tious, comfortable in its own skin, and and continuing with the tensions 


utterly self-assured—a rarity among between McLean and his involuntary PLUS: 

today’s mega-budget spectacles. sidekick, computer hacker Matt Far- 9 4 Capit talEX 
Just to reinforce the overriding nos- _rell (the only slightly annoying Justin ¢ Variety entertainment on TELUS Stage ae é 

talgia, the premise for Live Free or Die Long). McLean and Farrell differ over e Peking Acrobats presented by Mosatk MasterCard BMO Bank 

Hard reads like a belated Y2K melt- _ the relative merits of CCR and the cor- of Montreal 


down scenario. Scripted by Mark _ ruption of the corporate-owned Edmonton's Biggest Summer Celebration 


! 
Bomback from a story by Bomback media, but eventually realize they ... and so much more! 


and David Marconi, based on a Wired _need to join forces to fight evil in a For more details on our entertainment tineup visi 
article written by John Carlin (this | modern, tech-savvy world. Plus, And don’t miss these special shows: 
train of writing credits is actually McLean needs someone to talk to © Dancing With the Stars - The Tour’, July 21 memiectont: ca 


modest by action movie standards), it between launching cars into helicop- : gee : ’ 
s 4 e Walking With Dinosaurs — The Live Experience’, 


has a disgruntled former US govern- _ters and blowing shit up. 

ment cyber-security expert (an icy, (The dialogue is dumb—“John, July 25 — 28. hu 
one-dimensional Timothy Olyphant) you're a Timex in a digital age!’—but i 
unleashing gradual apocalypse on his what did you expect? The audience ! \feghetsteeneaniotal Dekelmantenandnétude gatiedmission to : 
fellow Americans by seizing controlof watched the film with actually Edmonton's Capltal EX. NORTHLANDS 


the nation’s collective computerized cheered and egged on the good guys, 
transportation, energy and communi- so! don’t think they minded much.) 
cations systems. And worst of all, he Live Free or Die Hard is perfectly For big midway fun, pick up the 


Ride-All-Day’ Pass for just *35 


does it on the Fourth of July! good for what it is, though | probably 

I've no idea what the hell the film's won't think about it ever again after | 
various computer nerds were talking _ send this to my editor. Yet it did leave 
about, but the story makes no bones —_ me with one lingering question: with 
about bambbozling an audience all this chaos erupting across the —S . . ae IGA ies E 
whose computer knowledge generally USA, why didn’t anyone think to call F Sale UAH Sly ' ala 4 é : 
extends no farther than checking Canada?w 
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Carell in the animals with Evan 


CHRISTINE YANISH / christine @vusweokly.com 

like Steve Carell a lot, so you can 
[ izszire Iam a little 

biased towards liking 
Evan Almighty. | laughed 
at his patheticness in The 
40 Year Old Virgin, 1 sympa- THS SOK 
thized with his suicidal tendencies in 
Little Miss Sunshine, and | wince 
weekly at his idiotic, uncomfortable 
character on The Office. 


LA VIE EW ROSE 
WIGHT LY 6:50 ANU Ge PM 
SAT f MON MATINEE 2ey rm 
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oe | NOW PLAYING 


& | EVAN ALMIGHTY 

<= | DIRECTED BYTOM SHADYAL 

SS | WAITTeN By sTevE OEOEKERK 
STARRING STEVE CARE, MORGAN FREEMAN, 
AUER RE 


The funniest moments for me in this 
film were watching him wince, mug, 
scream and generally melt down as his 
clean freak tendencies get destroyed 
by his transformation into Noah. 

It’s a film that doesn't make you 
think too hard, but has plenty of little 
jokes for those who pay attention. 

Evan Baxter (Carell) was a news 
anchor on a Buffalo television station 
back in the first God-with-very-impor- 
tant-message movie, Bruce Almighty, 
but he has become somewhat of a 
national celebrity by running for Con- 
gress, and winning, on the promise to 
change the world. Newly elected, he 
heads off to Washington, DC with his 
three sons and wife, Joan (Lauren Gra- 
ham). It’s here, settling into political 
life, that strange things start happening. 

He keeps getting deliveries of build- 
ing supplies, but they're marked with 
the wrong address, his facial hair 
grows back within seconds of shaving 
it, and animals seem to be following 
him two by two. just as Evan starts to 
think he is going crazy, God (Morgan 
Freeman) explains that he needs Evan 
to build an ark, because a flood is 
coming 


DIRECTOR TOM SHADYAC provides us 


with subtle dialogue and sight gags 


Two FREE Shows 
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that grab your attention (God's vari- 
ous wardrobe changes). He walks a 
fine line between comedy and reli- 
gion, dealing with a biblically themed 
Story in a respectful way that doesn’t 
come off as bible-thumping nor belit- 
tling. I can’t imagine it upsetting any- 
one but the extremists who either 
want it all about God or to eliminate 
all references to religion, but we are 
talking about a movie where God tells 
a dude to build an ark. And there are 
some 7th Heaven-like crisis scenes 
that will sentimentally ring true. 

In the end, though, you feel for 
Evan because he is a warm, likable 
guy, a man inspired by God. Freeman 
is still the coolest God you have ever 
seen, with his laid-back and lovin’-life 
approach, while Wanda Sykes is the 
queen of the one-liner, and John 
Goodman gives a performance that 
reminds you how funny he can be 
with good material, even when play- 
ing the obvious villain. Watch for his 
finest moment in the climactic show- 
down with Evan. 

While there is a prominent pro- 
environmental-change-the-world- 
with-random-acts-of-kindness 
message throughout, it would feel a 
lot more genuine to me if the big wigs 
involved had put even a 10th of the 
film’s final $175 million budget back 
in to some charitable causes, But hey, 
Evan Almighty is funny, and that 
counts for something. Time will tell if 
it's funny enough to the masses. Or 
maybe divine intervention will just 
make it so. w 
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DEATH AT A FUNERAL Bowtinger director 
Frank Oz brings this story of a British fam- 
ily that not only has to deal with the 
death of their family patriarch, but with 
surprising secret he’s been hiding from 
them. Hint: it’s got nothing to do with his 
sexuality whatsoever. 


Hungarian cinematographer 
Lajos Koltai makes his English-language 
directing debut with this story, based on 
the novel by Susan Minot. Claire Danes, 
Toni Collette, Natasha Richardson, Meryl 
Streep, Glenn Close, Patrick Wilson and 
Hugh Dancy star in the most feminine- 
friendly cast of the year, as an old woman 
recounts the love of her life—or does she? 
Read Jonathan Busch’s review on page 27. 


METRG TV, SEASON 5 Join Westey Spiel- 
Borg for the fifth presentation of the best 
of Edmonton's short films. Prospective 
show creators have one month to put 
together their episode, then you, the 
audience member, get to play TV execu- 
tive and decide which shows will be 
renewed for another season. ZEIDLEA HALL, 
THE CVTADEL: SAT, JUN 30, 9PM 


RATATOUILLE Brad Bird, acclaimed direc- 
tor of The Iron Giant and The Incredibles, 
helms Pixar's latest, about a sewer rat 
who dreams of being the greatest chef in 
Paris. Featuring the voices of Patton 
Oswalt, lan Holm, Wili Amett and many 
others, it’s been hailed as a retum to form 
for the computer animation giant after 
last year's disappointing Cars. 


THE SADDEST MUSIC IN THE WORLD 
Metro Cinema continues its Guy Maddin 
retrospective with the director's 2003 fea- 
ture, about a Great Depression beer 
baroness who organizes a competition to 
find, if you can believe it, the saddest 
music in the world. Read Brian Gibson's 
review on a 26. TEIDLER HALL, THE CITADEL; 
FAL JUN 29,7 


SICKO Michael Moore's latest survives 
threats of being destroyed to chronicle 
the sorry state of America’s healthcare 
system. Gouging HMOs and millions 
without insurance are just some of the 
factors that lead to the wealthiest nation 
in the world being unable to care for 
some its sickest people. Read Brian Gib- 
son's review on page 28. 


TWILIGHT OF THE ICE NYMPHS Another 
in Metro’s Guy Maddin retrospective, this 
1997 film is described as A Midsummer 
Night's Dream on acid, as if Maddin really 
needs drugs to create his off-the-wall 
visions. ZEIDLER HAUL, THE CITADEL; THU, JUN 28, 7 PM 
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All chowtimes are subject to change 
at any time. Please contact theatre 
for confirmation. 


CHASA THEAIIR-JASPER 
EvAN ALMIGHTY (5) Dat 1:30, 7:00, 
FANTASTIC FOUR: RISE OF THE 
SUVS SUNT 


(PG, tightening scenes) Daily 1:30, 7:00, 
9:00 


OMEMA CITE THMOVIRE $7 
Cinema 12; 9639-20 St, 469-5481 


THE INVISIBLE (14A) Sat-Sun 11:55; 
Dally 2:20, 4:30, 7:30, 10:00; Fri-Sat 
late show 12:05 

DISTURBIA {14A) Sat-Sun 11:00; 
Dally 1:20, 4:05, 7:00, 9:20; Fri-Sat 
late show 11°35 

GEORGIA RULE (144, mature 
themes, sexual content) Sat-Sun 
11:20; Daily 1:55, 4:25, 7:05, 9:30; Fri- 
Sat late show 11:55 

BLADES OF GLORY (PG. crude con- 
tent, not recommended for young chil- 
dren) Sat-Sun 11:50; Daily 2:10, 4:55, 
7:35, 10:15; Fri-Sat late show 12:15 
WILO HOGS (PG, coarse language. 
not recommended for young children} 
Sat-Sun 11:30; Daily 2:00, 4:45, 7:15, 
9:40; Fri-Sat late show 11:50; Kids 
Kabin Fever: 2:00 

PREMONITION (PG, frightening 
seenes not recommended for young 
children) Sat-Sun 11:40; Daily 2:05, 
4:20, 7:40, 10:10; Fri-Sat late show 
12:25 

SHOOTER (18A) Sat-Sun 11:05; Daity 
1:40, 4:15, 6:50, 9:25: Fri-Sat late 
show 11:55 

ARE WE DONE YET (G) Sat-Sun 
11:45; Daily 2:15, 4:50, 7:20, 9:45; Fri- 
Sat late show 11:45 

PERFECT STRANGER (14A) Daily 
1:45, 7:25 

FRACTURE (14A) Sat-Sun 11:15; 
Dally 4:35, 9:50; Fri-Sat late show 
12:10 

BRIDGE TO TERABITHIA (PG, may 
frighten young children) Sat-Sun 11:35; 
Daity 2:25, 5:05, 7:45, 9:65; Fri-Sat 
fate show 12:20 

900 (18A, gory scanes) Sat-Sun 11:10; 
Daily 1:50, 4:40, 7:10, 9:35; Fri-Sat 
late show 12:00 

NEXT (14A) Sat-Sun 11:25; Dally 1:30, 
4:00, 7:50, 10:05; Fri-Sat late show 
12:15 


Movies 12: 190 Ave 50 St, 472-9779 
THE INVISIBLE (14A) Sat-Sun 11:25; 
Daily 1:30, 4:20, 6:50, 9:15; Fri-Sat 
fate show 11:35 
DISTURBIA (14A) Sat-Sun 11:10; 
Dally 1:5, 4:30, 7:05, 9:30; Fri-Sat 
late show 11:45 
GEORGIA RULE (14A, mature 
themes, sexual content) Sat-Sun 
41:05; Daily 1:25, 4:15, 7:10, 9:45; Fri- 
Sat late show 12:00 
BLADES OF GLORY (PG, crude con- 
tent, not recommendad for young chil- 
dren) Sat-Sun 11:20; Daily 2:00, 4:40, 
7:25, 9:55; Fri-Sat late show 11:50 
WILD HOGS (PG, coarse language. 
not recommended for young children) 
Sat-Sun 11:15; Daily 1:40, 4:25, 7:15. 
9:25; Fri-Sat late show 11:40; Kids 
Kabin Fever Movie: 1:40 
VACANCY (14A, brutal violence, dis- 
turbing content, not recommended for 
children) Sat-Sun 11:35; Dally 1:45, 
4:55, 7:40, 10:10; Fri-at late show 
12:15 
BRIDGE TO TERABITHIA (PG, may 
frighten young children) Sat-Sun 11:25; 
Daily 1:55, 4:50, 7:30, 10:05; Fri-Sat 
fate show 12:10 
900 (18A, gory scenes) Dally 7:20, 
9:50; Fri-Sat late show 12:05 
NEXT (14A} Sat-Sun 11:30; Dally 2.05, 
4:45, 7:35, 10:00; Fri-Sat late show 
12:20 
ARE WE DONE YET (G) Sat-Sun 
11:35; Daily 2:10, 4:35, 7:00, 9:20; Fri- 
Sat late show 11:30 
TMNT (PG) Sat-Sun 11:40; Dally 2:15, 


$:00 

PREMONITION (PG, frightening 

scenes not recommended for young 

children) Sat-Sun 11:00; Dally-1:20, 
4:15, 7:30, 9:40; Fri-Sat late show 


11:55 

SHOOTER (18A) Sat-Sun 10:45; Delly 
1:15, 4:10, 6:55, 9:35; Fri-Sat late 
show 12:00 


CITY CENTRE 9 
Ege STR bop ATR 
SICKO (PG) Daty 12:15, 3:10, 6:30, 9:30 
FANTASTIC FOUR: RISE OF THE SIL- 

VER SURFER (PG, fngtttenng scenes) 
Fr-Sun 12:00. 3:20, 6:40, 10:00; Mon- 
Thy 1:20, 4.20, 7:30, 9.55 

EVENING (PG, coarse language) Daly 
12:20, 3:00, 6:45, 9:25 

1408 (14A. frightening scenes) Daily 1:00, 
4:00, 7:15, 10:10 

OCEAN'S THIRTEEN (PG) Fr-Sun 
12:45, 3:30, 6:30, 9:15; Mon 12:00. 3:20 
EVAN ALMIGHTY (G, no passes) Fri-Sun 
4:10, 4:10, 7:20, 10:10; Mon-Thu 1:10, 
4:10, 7:20, 10:10 

RATATOUILLE (G. no passes) Daily 
12:50, 3:50, 7:00, 9.40 

LIVE FREE OR DIE HARD (144. vo- 
pea No passes) Dally 1220, 3:30, 6:50, 
KNOCKED UP (184, sexual content) 
‘Dally 12°40, 3:40, 6:55, 9:45, 
TRANSFORMERS (PG, vicience. not 
recommended for young chidren, 0 
passes) sneak preview: Mon 8:00; Tue 
Thw 12:00, 3:20, 6:40, 10:00 


[CLAREVIEW 10 
4211-199 Ave, 472-7800 


SHREK THE THIAD (PG) Fn-Sun 12:10, 
3:10, 6:30, 9-10, Mon 12:16, 3:10 
RATATOUILLE (G, no passes) Fn-Mon 
1:10, 3:50, 7:00, $30; Tue-Thu 1:10, 
3:50, 7:05, 9:35. 

SURF'S UP {G) Fr-Mon 12:15, 2:35, 
4:35, 6:40, 9:20; Tue-Thu 12:15, 2:35, 


S 

OCEAN'S THIRTEEN (PG) Fri-Mon 1:20, 
4:20, 7:10, 9:40; Tue-Thu 7:10, 9:45 
KNOCKED UP (18A, sexual content) Fr- 
Mon 12:40, 3:40, 7:15, 9:55; Tue-Thy 
3:40, 7:15, 9:55, 12:45 

LIVE FREE OR DIE HARD (144, vo- 
jence, no passes) Fn-Mon 1:00, 4:10. 
6:50, 9:35; Tue-Thu 1:00, 4:10, 6:40, 
re 

PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN: AT 
WORLD'S END (PG, wolence, not rec- 
ommended for young chadren} Fri-Mon 
12:00, 3:30, 7:50; Tue-Thu 12:00, 7:50, 
Sis 
1408 (144, frightening scenes) Frt-Mion 
42:50, 4:00, 7:20, 9:50; Tue-Thy 12:50, 
7:20, 4:20, 9:40 

EVAN ALMIGHTY (G) Fri-Mon 12:20, 
3:20, 7:30, 9:45; Tue-Thu 12:20, 7:30, 
3:10, 9:40 

FANTASTIC FOUR: RISE OF THE SiL- 
VER SURFER (PG, frightening scenes) 
Fri-Mon 12:30, 3:00, 5:00, 7:40, 10:00; 
Tue-Thy 12:30, 3:00, 5:00, 7:40, 9.50 
TRANSFORMERS (PG, violence. 


passes) sneak preview: Mon 8:00; Tue- 
Thu 12:40, 4:30, 12:00, 3:10, 6:30, 7:10, 
9:40, 10:10 


P  CALLATSHENACND WARK 


2020 Sherwood Drive, 416-0150 


LIVE FREE OR DIE HARD (144, vo- 
lence, no passes) Daly 12:45, 4:15, 7:25, 
10:05 
RATATOUILLE (G, no passes} Daily 
12:40, 3:55, 7:05, 9:50 
EVAN ALMIGHTY (G, no pasees) Dally 
12:25, 3:15, 6:35, 9:40 
1408 (144, hightening scenes} Day 1:00, 
4:30, 7:20, 10:10 
FANTASTIC FOUR: RISE OF THE SiL- 
VERA SURFER (PG, frightening scenes) 
Dely 12:15, 3:00, 6:45, 9:30 
OCEAN'S THIRTEEN (PG) Frt-Mon 
42:50, 4:00, 7:10, 9:55; Tue-Thu 4:00, 
7:10, 9:55 
SURF'S UP (G} Fri-Sun 12:00, 2:45. 
4:50, 7:00, 9:20; Mon 12:00. 2:45, 4:50 
KNOCKED UP (18, sexual content) 
Daly 12:10, 3:40, 6:55, 10:15 
PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN: AT 
WORLD'S END (PG. violence, not rec- 
ommended for young chidren) Delly 2:99, 
625, 10:00 
SHREK THE THIRD (PG) Fri-Sun 12:35, 
3:45, 6:20, 9:15; Mon 12:35, 3:45 
TRANSFORMERS (PG, violence, not 
recommended for young children, No 

) Mon 8:00, 8:30; Tue-Thu 12:00, 
12:30, 3:15, 3:45, 6:45, 7:15, 10;00, 


1030 
NANCY DREW (PG) Tuo-Tho 1:15 


9712-100 St. 433-0728 
LAME EN ROSE (PG, coarse tan- 
quage, mature themes) Daty 6:50, 9:20; 
Sat-Mon 2:00 


GATEWAY 8 
Bem calawe ire 46-09? 

GRACIE (PG) Fri Tue-Thu 7:25, Sat-Vion 
1:40, 4:05, 7:25 

HOSTEL PART Il (184, gory scenas, 
DAY WATCH (144, violence) Fr Tue-Thu 
8:35, 9:20; Sat-Mon 1:00, 3:45, 6:35, 
920 

MR. BROOKS (184. violence) Fri Tue- 
Thu 6:50, 9:25; Sat-Mon 1:20, 4:00, 

A MIGHTY HEART 114A) Fr Tuo-Thu 
7:15, 9:40; Sat-Mon 1:35, 4:10, 7°15, 
9:40 

ONCE (14A) Fd Tue-Thu 6:40, 9:30; Sat- 
Mon 1:50, 4:15, 6:40, 9:30 

APNE (STC, subtitled) Fn Tue-Thu 6:30, 
8:45; Sat-Mon 3 30, 6:30, 8:45 

AWAY FROM HER (PG, coarse lan- 
guage) Fi Tue-Thu 7:00, 9:20: Sat-Mon 
1:10, 3:35, 7.00, 9.20 

WAITRESS (PG, saxual content, mature 
themes) Ft Tue-Thu 7 10, 9:35, Sat-Mon 

1,30. 3 50, 7:10, 9:35 


GRANDIN THEATRE 


Grandin Mall Sic Winston Churchill 
Ave, St_Albert, 456-9822 


EVAN ALMIGHTY(G) Tue-Thu 12°50. 
2:45, 4°45, 6:45, 8.45; Fn Sat Sun 
11:05, Fri-Mon 12.50, 2:45. 4:45, 6:45, 
ae 

LIVE FREE OR DIE HARD (14A, vo- 
lence) Fri Sat Sun 11:00; Tue-Thu 1-20, 
3:55, 6.35, 9.05, Fri-Mon 1 20, 3:59, 
635,905 

FANTASTIC FOUR: RISE OF THE SIL- 
VER SURFER (PG, frightening scenes) 
Fri Sat Sun 11:15; Fn-Mon 1:15, 3:10, 
5:25, 7.20 

KNOCKED UP (184, saxual content} 
Fr-Mon 9°00; Tue-Thu 9:00 

SURFS UP {G) Fri-Mon 1:25, 3:20, 
6:55; Tue-Thu 1:25, 3:20, 6:55 

SHREK THE THIRD (PG) fn Sat Sun 
11:30; Fri-Mon 5:00, 8:40; Tue-Thu 5:00, 
rw 

RATATOUILLE (G) Fri Sat Sun 12:45; 
Fn-Mon 3:00, 5:15, 7:30, 9:30; Tue-Thu 
12:45, 3:00, 5:15, 7:30, 8:30 
TRANSFORMERS [PG, violence. not 
recommended for young children) Tus- 
Thu 1:00, 3:45, 6:25, 9:05 


4762-50 St, Leduc, 906-2728 


RATATOUILLE (G, Dally 7°00, 9:25; Sat 
Sun 110, 3:30 

EVAN ALMIGHTY (G) Oaiy 7:05, 9:15; 
Sat Sun 1:00, 3.20 

FANTASTIC FOUR: RISE OF THE SiL- 
VER SURFER (PG. frightening scenes) 
Deity 7:00, 9:15; Sat-Sun 1:05, 3:35 
LIVE FREE OR DIE HARD (344. vio- 
fence) Daily 6:55, 9:30; Sat-Sun 12:55, 


| saAcO LASTER CANES 


Camroee, 780-608-2144 


LIVE FREE OR DIE HARD (14A, vic- 
lence) Daily 6:50, 9:10; Set. Sun, Tue, 
The 1°55 

RATATOUILLE (G) Daily 6:55, 9.05; Set. 
Sun, Tue, Thu 2:00 

EVAN ALMIGHTY (G} Daily 7:00, 9:15; 
Sat, Sun, Tue, Thu 2:05 

FANTASTIC FOUR RISE OF THE 
SILVER SURFER (PG. frightening 
‘scenas)) Daily 7:05 9:00; Sat, Sun, Tue, 
Thu 2:10 

PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN AT 
WORLDS END (PG, violence, not rec- 
ommended for young chidran} Fn-Sun 
7:30: Sat, Sun 1:50 
TRANSFORMERS (PG viclenon, nol 
recommended for young children) Mon 
8:00; Tue- Thu 7:30; Tus, Thu 1:50 


206. Main St, Spruce Grove, 972-2552. 
RATATOUILLE (G) Daily 7:00, 9:00; Sat. 
Sun. Tua Thu 1,00, 3:00 


P_METROCINEMA 


een LC Ave, 
Citactol Theatre. 425-9212 
THE SADDEST MUSIC IN THE 
WORLD (144) Fri Wed 7:00 
BRAND UPON THE BRAIN! (144, 
nusity, mature themes) Fri Thu 9:00: Sat 


7:00 
METRO TV, EPISODE FIVE (STC) Set 


Tue 9:00 

DRACULA: PAGES FROM A VIRGIN'S 
DIARY (PG. violent scenes) Tua 7:00 
COWARDS BEND THE KNEE (STC) 
Wed 9:00 

MADDIN SHORTS (STC) Thu 7:00 


SORTH EDMONTON CiNEMOS 


Aa AD Avenue, Ta 
RATATOUILLE (G, no passes} Daily 
12 50. 4:00, 7.15, 9:55 
SICKO (PG) Fri-Mon Wed-Thu 12:40, 
3:35, 6:15. 9:45, Tue 3:35. 6.15, 9 45 
Star and Strollers screening: Tue 1:00 
LIVE FREE OR DIE HARD (14A, vio- 
lance, No passes) Daily 12°20, 1:30, 
2:20, 4:50, 6:50, 7:45. 9:40, 10:40 
EVAN ALMIGHTY (G. no passes) Fr 
Sun 12:10. 1:10. 2.30, 3.40, 5 20, 6.20. 
7:50, 9:00, 10°10; Mc 0, 1:10, 
2:30. 3:40, 5.20, 6 20, 9:00; Tus 3.40 
6°20, 9:00, Wed-Thu 1 0, 6:20 
9:00; Star and Strollers screening. Tue 
1.00 
1408 (14A, frightening scenes) Dall 

1 50, 5:10, 8:00, 10°35 

A MIGHTY HEART (14A) Daily 1:20. 
3.50, 6:40, 9 20 

FANTASTIC FOUR: RISE OF THE SiL- 
VER SURFER (PG, Inghtening scenes) 
Day 1:00, 3:10, 5:30, 8:10, 10:45 
OCEAN'S THIRTEEN (PG; Daily 4 10, 
7:10, 10:15 

SURF'S UP {G) Fr-Mon 12:00, 2.00 
4:15, 6:30 

KNOCKED UP (18A. senial content) 
Daily 1:40, 4:40, 730, 10:20 

PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN: AT 
WORLD'S END (FG. wolence, not rec- 
ommended for young chidran) Dail 
1.15, 5:00, 8 45 

SHREK THE THIRD (PS) Fri-Tve.Thu 
12:30, 2:50, 5°15, 7°40, 9 50; Wed 
12:3, 2 50, 9:50 

SPIDER-MAN 3 (PG, tnghterung 
scenes, not recommended for young 
chikiran) Fn-Sun 9:30 

NANCY DREW (PG) Daily 12:15 
TRANSFORMERS (PG, violence, nol 
recommendad for young children, no 
passes) Mon 8:00, 9:00; Tue-Thu 11:30, 
12:00, 3:00, 3:30, 6:30, 7:00, 10:00. 
1030 


1OG37-82 Ave, 433-0728. 


PARIS JE T'AMIE (14A, coarse lan- 
guage) Daly 6:50, 9:20; Sat-Mon 2:30 


A MIGHTY HEART (14A. coarse len- 
guage} Daly 7:00, 9:10; Sat-Mon 2:00 


WEM, 8882-170 St, 444-2400 
LIVE FREE OR DIE HARD (14A. vio- 
tence} no passes, digita!) Daily 1:00, 
4:00, 7:30, 10'S0 
RATATOUILLE (G, no passes, digits!) 
Dally 12:00, 3:15, 7:10, 10:00 
OCEAN'S THIRTEEN (PG. digital) Fri- 
Mon 1:20, 4:20, 7:15, 10:15; Tue-Thu 
4:20. 7:16, 10:15 
FANTASTIC FOUR: RISE OF THE 
SILVER SURFER (PG, inghtening 
canes, digital} Daily 12:20, 3:00, 5:30, 
8:00, 10:45 
SPIDER-MAN S: THE IMAX EXPERI- 
ENCE (PG, frightening scenes, not rec- 
ommended for young children, digital, 
{MAX} Daily 12:00, 3:30, 7:00, 10:00 
PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN: AT 
WORLD'S END (PG. wolence, not rec- 
ommended for young chitdren. digital) 
Daly 12:15, 4:15, 8:15 
SHREK THE THIRD (PG, digital) Dally 
12:30, 2:50, 5:15, 7:40, 10:10 
1408 (14A. frightening scenés, digital) 
Daily 12:50, 3:40, 7:50, 10:40 
KNOCKED UP (18A_ sexual content, 
digital) Fri-Tue Thu 42:45, 4:10. 7-20, 
40:30; Wed 1:00, 4:10, 7:20, 10:30 
EVAN ALMIGHTY (G, no passes, dig!- 
ta) Fn-Tue Thu 1:10, 3:50, 6:50, 9:30; 
Wed 1:00, 3°50, 6:50. 9:30 
SURF'S UP (G. digital) Daily 12°10. 
2:20, 4:50, 7:25, 9°40 
NANCY DREW (PG, digital) Fri-Sun 
12:40, 3:20, 6:40, 9:20; Mon 12:40 
3:20; Tue-Thu 12:40 
TRANSFORMERS (PG, violence, 20! 
recommended for young children, no 
passes, digital) Mon 8:00, 8:30. Tue- 
Thu 12:30, 1:15, 3:45, 4:30. 7:00, 
7:45, 10:30, 11:00 


TS SL ASE 
RATATOUALLE (G. no passes) Daty 


42-20, 1.30, 3:15, 4:15, 6:45. 7:20 
8:30, 10:15 

SICKO (PG) Fn-Mon Wed-Thu 4 
4:00. 7:10, 9° 
Star and Stro! 


3:50, 4.50, 6:50, 7 * 
EVAN ALMIGHTY (G. 
Sun 12 10, 110, 40 
6:30, 7:40. 9:15 


5. 


1 


FANTASTIC FOUR: RISE OF THE | 
SILVER SURFER PG 
gered Day 12 40 5 
10.29 \ 
NANCY DREW :PG) Fr Sun * 1 


3°30 7:00 
Thu 1 15. 
OCEAN'S THIRTEEN ‘fF 
1:00, 4:30. 7:20. 100 


10 x : 

SURF'S UP (G) 4 | 

4:10, 6:40 | 

KNOCKED UP ,15A rr r 

Daily 1.40, 4:40, 7:45. 10 +5 

PIRATES OF THE CAR 

WORLD'S END (PC « 

ommended for your | 

12:15. 4:15. 

SHREK THE THIAD (PG) 0 | 

2:10, 4:20, 6:30, 9 

SPIDER-MAN 3 (PG. Ingnte 

scenes, not recomme mM | 

children) Daily 9 Of 

TRANSFORMERS (PG 

recommended for young 
aiT 


DISTURBIA ( 
Sat-Mon 12: 
Tue-Thu 2:45, 5: 
BUG (144 dic v 
7:25, 9.35; Sat-Thu 295 420 ~25 


THE INVISIBLE (14) Fr 4:25. 7:30 
9:45; Sal-Thu 2:10. ¢ 
GEORGIA RULE (144. 
saxual content) Fri 4: 
Sat-Thu 2:00, 4:15, 7:00 
LUCKY YOU (PG. coarse 
Fri Tue-Thu 4:00, 6:45, 9:20, Sat~ 
12:45. 4.00, 6.45, 9:20 
BLADES OF GLORY (PG, crude con 
tent. not recommended for young cul- 
dren) Fri 5.05, 7-10. 9:10: Sat-Mon 
12°40, 2:55, 5:05, 7:10. 9:10; Tue-Thu 
2:55, 5:05, 7:1 
WILD HOGS (PG. co 
Not recommanded for yor 
Fn 5:10, 7:20, 9.30; Sat-Mon 
2:50, 5:10, 7:20, 9:30; Tue-Thu 
§:10, 7:20, 9:30 

300 (18A, gory scenes) Fn Tue-Thu 
4:10, 6:50, 9:15; Sat-Mon 12:50, 4:10, 


FANTASTIC FOUR: RISE OF THE SiL- 
VER SURFER (PG. inghtening soanes) 
FriMon 12:45, 2:56, 7-15, 9:20 

EVAN ALMIGHTY (G. no passes} Fr- 
Mon 12:30, 3:05, 6:45, 9-00: Tue-Thu 
4330, 7:15, 9:25 

RATATOUILLE (G, no passes) F-Mon 
12:15, 3:15, 7:00, 9:35, Tue Thu 4:15, 
7-00, 9:35 

PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN: AT 
WORLD'S END (PG, voience, not rec 
ommended for young children) Fri-Mon 
12:00, 3:30, 7:30, Tue-Thy 4:00, 7:30 
TRANSFORMERS (PG. yoisnce, not 
recommerxted for young oradren, nO 
passes) Tue- Thu 3:45, 64S, 9:45 


feral CMA 


0) eS 


RATATOUILLE (G, Deity 7:00, 25; Sat 
Sun 1:10, 3:30 

EVAN ALMIGHTY {G) Daly 7:05, 9:15; 
Sat Sun 1:00, 3:20 
FANTASTIC FOUR: RISE OF THE SiL- 
VER SURFER (PG. inghtening soanes) 
Daly 7:00, 9:15: Sat-Sun 1:05. 3:35 
UVE FREE OR DIE HARD (144, vio- 
lence) Daly 6:55. 3:30; Sat-Sun 1256. 


3.35 


%s - 


Cp. nets fi 


1) Umbrella 
Hvacvra 


2) Paralyzer 
Finger Eleven 


3) Buy You A Drank feneery srappin’) 
T-Pain 

4) Crazy B*tch 

Buckcherry 


5) Don’t Matter 
an 


6) This Is Why I’m Hot cron) 
Ue 

7) Super Mario Bros. 

Super Marlo Bros. 


8) Girlfriend 
Avril Lavigne 


9) Smack That teat. eminem 
Akon 


PRIZES 


10) Glamorous 
Fergie 


EXCLUSIVE RINGTONES 
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Destroyer leaves a wake of creation 


MARY CHRISTA O'KEEFE / marychriste@voewest!y.com 
4 I don’t give it much thought. I 

write songs and dive into a sit- 

uation that I think may be 
interesting where the songs take 
place,” Dan Bejar offers. As a succinct 
explanation of his creative process as 
the heart of the musical entity 
Destroyer, it’s opaque but evocative, 
and perhaps tells why each of his 
records from the past dozen years 
seems so dramatically shifted away 
from the one before. 

The exception would be his starting 
point, the private, stubborn bedroom 
recording of We'll Build Them a Golden 
Bridge. 

“it was a secret endeavour,” Bejar 
explains, “but from the minute it was 
recorded I started playing with people, 
even though they maybe weren’t all 
that interested in playing with me. 
Anyway, people made a bunch of noise 
behind me when I sang, and we've 
been going back and forth ever since.” 

A master of characteristically 
jagged guitar bursts and terrifyingly 
erudite, willfully associative lyrics, 
Bejar’s scrapbook of eight or nine 
Destroyer albums—the number 
depends on whether you count the 
Frog Eyes-backed song reworkings in 
Notorious Lightning and Other Works— 
is rich and varied, vexing the question 
of which piddling sub-genre to file 
under by exhibiting an encyclopedic 
approach to music. Not like slathering 
on references like a sample-head with 
@ small orchestra, but rather by con- 
structing albums that delight in aural 
signifiers and fall back on them at the 
slightest provocation, through words, 
riffs or even simply an audio quality. 
These are polished into a grandiose 
vision of contemporary music that is 
either the very heart of rock or not 
recognizably rock at all. 


BEJAR’S VOICE SHOULDN'T work 


alongside the proceedings, much as it 
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= WITH HYLOZGISTS, OHBIJOU 
Cr. | STARLITE ROOM, $15 


shouldn't work in his New Pornogra- 
phers arty pop juggernauts—he's pos- 
sessed of a nasal growl-and-yelp 
routine that provides a human coun- 
terpoint for his angular guitar slashes 
and wraps around syllables and 
phrases like a theatrical South Ameri- 
can dictator in a particularly frenzied 
arena speech. Yet it does. 

“I listen to music all the time, 
obnoxiously so, I'm told,” Bejar 
laughs. “I do go through phases, more 
or less. But in general, I’m told that | 
am obnoxious about having music on 
all the time. I tend to discover some 
kind of thing and go through spurts 


where I look for that thing all the 
time. Same with films. Same with 
books. ! have a hard time finishing 
books, though. I wind up opening 
them randomly—i don’t care about 
characters and what happens to 
them. I just read the words.” 

Coming to Edmonton by his lone- 
some, just a man and his guitar and a 
new situation for his songs, Bejar 
plans on doing a mix of whatever he 
thinks he can get away with playing 
solo, a mix of old and forthcoming. 

He's either really late at promoting 
Rubies (yeah, I'm a little behind,” he 
quips) or really early for his next one. 
He demurs an elaboration on the 
forthcoming record. 

“If | tried to talk about it, by the time 
it was done, it would be completely 
inaccurate, it would all be lies.” w 


PREVUE / SUN, JUL 1 8 PM) / MILLION DOLLAR MARXISTS / WITH THE VIBRATORS, SOCIETY'S PARASITES, THE AUTOMATIX 


7 STARLITE ROOM, $1 


Ottawa and Edmonton seem really similar. They both have a river, some government buildings, a hockey 


team that recently lost the Stanley Cup and—according to Luke Nuclear of Ottawa's Million Dollar Marxist-—a sense of together- 


ness that comes from young people banding together to 
refute those who'd say their hometown is a backwater. 
“There's a sense of community in a smaller place like 
Ottawa—it’s clean and safe and relatively close to 
Toronto and Montréal, so you can go there when you 
want,” he says. “Anywhere yau live is where you make 
it. If you're a boring person, you're gonna be bored all 
the time.” Million Dollar Marxists has gained a reputa- 
tion for quite the wild little stage show—a reputation 
well earned through their numerous assaults on North 
America over the past six years they've been together. 
“There's always a chance that our guitar player Dinky 
might take off his clothes,” says Nuclear as laughter 
and shouting erupt all around him, adding, “the percent- 
age increases according to substance abuse.” —BRYAN 


BIATLES / bryaa@vueweekly.com 
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Mark Davis gets a little 
Closer to his Mistakes 


EDEN MUNRO / eden@vuewsokly.com 
he double album has been 
| around for a long time—johnny 
Cash made them, the Who and 
Pink Floyd have done it and even 
Guns N’ Roses has been in the game— 
and now Old Reliable’s Mark Davis 
has released a pair of solo albums in 
Don't You Think We Should be Closer? 
and Mistakes J Meant to Make. 

Where doubie albums are often 
held together by an overarching con- 
cept, though, Davis sees his records 
as two distinct works. Closer? is the 
older of the two, and for most of the 
two years that Davis spent recording 
it, it was also the only album he was 
working on. 

“with a record that takes two years 
to make, by the time the songs are out 
they're like four or five years old,” 
Davis explains. “So | had a new batch 
of tunes to record and the opportunity 
arose to take advantage of some dis- 
counted studio time in Calgary so | 
thought it’d be cool to knock off a 
record in two days if I could do it, and 
just present a totally different view.” 

The two records are thematically 
and sonically different, tied together 
primarily by Davis's voice and guitar. 
Where Closer? is densely orchestrated 
with a number of guests adding their 
own voices over Davis's acoustic gui- 
tar and vocal bed tracks, and with a 
decidedly autobiographical bent to the 
lyrics, the second one is very sparse, 
much less self-referential and mostly 
fiction in its subject matter 

Davis says that he’s been asked a 
lot of questions about his reasoning 
for doing two albums and about 
whether or not he likes one of them 
better, and he admits that he may 
have occasionally sounded too quick 
to criticize Closer?. He wants to make 
it clear now that he doesn’t dislike 
that album in any way. 

“V’'ve just heard it a Jot more,” he 
laughs. “Especially when your partici- 
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pation in it as a musician is over—t'd 
already done my guitars, my vocals— 
my part was done and it was just sort 
of like, now it’s just a waiting game 
I'd already written the songs four or 
five years ago, I'd already performed 
my parts last year; let's get the ball 
rolling here a little quicker. I wouldn't 
have undertaken the second one if it 
was going to be another 10-, 12 

month process. | only did it because 
the opportunity arose to literally 
knock it off in two days.” 


THERE WAS NO SUDDEN epiphany for 
Davis where he made a quick left tum 
and decided to attack his music from 
a more spontaneous approach, 
though. Rather, it was the lengthy 
process of working on Closer? that 
afforded Davis the opportunity to 
assess and criticize his own work. 
The result was a slow and natural 
evolution that has affected more than 
just Davis’s methods of recording 

‘t don’t think | spend as much time 
writing songs—well, I probably spend 
more time writing songs, but I don't 
spend as much time on a particular 
song,” he considers. “I try not to scru 
tinize my lyrics the way that i used to 
The shift towards a greater level of 
fiction has also made songwriting 
easier. 1 think the two years away 
from Old Reliable and sort of just 
working in my living room and laying 
low, not playing too many shows and 
just working on these records, have 
made me grow hugely as a musician 

“I'm sort of approaching my songs 
from more of a melodic perspective 
rather than a lyrical perspective now 
and that’s been a sort of freeing feel 
ing, not being so all consumed and 
preoccupied with the lyrics." v 
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Age open stage hosted by West of 
Beate spe 


(BLUE CHAIR CAFE Fon Rautt Tira. Som, 
Pay 
BLUES 08 WHITE Andrew “Jc Boy” 


ore 


oe 


CASTLE ROCK PUB A Kroght at tho 
round Table Unplugged: with Simon 
‘Bernat, Norm Hens, and Mark Ammar 
Spm-lam 


TR AN PRE | es 
Butet, Charine Austin Tho; 6p 


CaS APY Ae) 
Stage Nosted by Alberta Crude, 6 10prr 
DARREL ERE er 
Stage Tory Momnson, Lava Yute, Oe 
Oraw, Ben Sures, Gateway Big Band 12- 
93m 


DRUID Open ruc hosted by Qins 
Wyntact every Tue: Som 

r PUD ic rotiorrsnerion IRS 
Fons 

Foe ose s ~ Ao 
ae — me 
EDMONTOM INTERMATIONAL JAZZ 
FESTIVAL Varout veruss throughout 
Edmonton: www edmontonaz com 
OWE RMT) ony 


WEARER RAM it ces cee 
ing Up with Tasha of Lotus Dance 
Prockctions wrth guests; $30-8:30pm, 
$10 (door /$9 (studerntV/chuidren urier 12 
i 
WURBERTS Turadsy night snger-song- 
whiter, roots. blues, and folk night Spm 
Jessca Heme and Jos Nolan $1€/per: 
$08 mirumun charge in ettect 


THE IVORY CLUB Live Dusting Panes, 
nO cover Byrn 


SARRERS PUB Thursday open joerc 7 
Vom 

OTR BAA AO BALE do cary 
wath The Poster Boys (pojy/rock/olvext 
Spe! 


SEFFREYS CAFE Edmonton's Saar 
Festeval Jaz Orvas Sheltey Jones; $10 


ALE PR cw 
Lawennce ()22 pranc) 


TE CAEN 
Festal FLUX 11pm, $10 (adv) at TX on 
the Square, Jam session 1-2am 


ECT | I LOGE 16 


WETS GLEMRA RL Em ose 
by he Wild Rose Old Tyme Fiddlers 
Soosety, 7-10pm, 
PVE oe: 
ey) ett ae 

‘d. A Gay Rap Opera, € 
TDCon the Square, door 
‘STARLITE ROOR Slum Village w/ Pret 
Kat. Etlud, Bough Low Rock, Sonny 
Gnmezz, Tuast 10 munors, Som, $75 
ladvt at Souls, Method. Blackby'd 
Megatunes, Foosh, Haven, Treehouse 


Records. Juce Clothing 
UA TABLE DE REMORR Toro King Duo, 
% 


TSS at 


a LER Ee AT 
Race Jo The Stage Grand Pro Bate Of 
The Bands Long Way Down. Fen 
scso0—0 


PARC Tb ATS mine ‘race 
Festival 10? itestant Composers Pool) 
7.30pm. $35 tadv) at TX on the Square 
YQ oes 


Netona) Frost Dessderta, carly show 
Tem (doo), 7 30pm (show) $10 [door} 


ALE WETT BION. 
WUNDERBAR [p77 Agogo Jam ses- 


100. 930pm. $8. with Norway's Gagent 
Gatakuka's Beany Braatan up for the Fart! 


Di Del | SC 
Festval Mananne Trsdel Quintet, 3pm, 
322 (adv) at TUX on the Squaro 


Dus 


Da eaed PA BAR un 
Nights Electro Education Gud, inp hop, 
film exer end OP enet Siegen 


BE SEY OTs 


Sew wee 


BLACKDOG FREEHOUSE Thurrieys. 
‘Os spinon two levels 


WT el mterrmtr ernasruncne 
Maa Fellows mudinaght. 0) 

Bae kena, 
BADAY ee este 
top 40, counuy 
eum Purk Rock Bango. 
wth SWAG 


FORGE tien 


PREVUE / FRI, JUN 29 (5 PM) / DOUG ORGAN / SUTTON 
PLACE HOTEL / FREE You should have seen the picture of a 


Poros 
PRON TERET oe tk he 


HW EAN) bw, Ele 


mary 
George Koutoguonnakis, 6 10pm, $5 


TRE IVORY CLUB Live Queling Panos, 
0 cover, Spr 


eee ro C00 


JEFFREYS CAFE Eiironton's Jar 
Festrval Jaz Dives Anna Bezumont: $10 


Cee a 
(pop/rock $30pm. no cover 


huge organ | had picked out for this one. It was from 


Westminster Abbey, you sickos 


FURECY BUDOHA (WHYTE ANE) 
Ravoe: 27 = ei 

GAS PUR Lice Nite Top &Ytarce 
Pia Pat ere 


GBIQUA SHY 050 Suortance 
Thaptays Esti nos and Bueteenbers 
cic a anempety i Vrgertee Truett 
tasted by RaAME 2Opmege 


RE HR, 67 ey oer a 
Stewers, Spm 
EW CITY | Love 2s Thursday: Som 


NEW CITY Gride of Bingo Trrexdeys 
hosted by Cextay Nebula and Anarchy 
Adam, no munors, no cover 

GTS RE ese Sty 
Dance lessons at Bom, Ssiss OJ 10 100 
if 


CTR RL OO Fae 
SOUTH Retro w New classe rock, R&B. 
urban and dance wrth DJ Mukse, Spm- 
2am. no caver 
ee aed 
Thassdoys: breaks, efecuo house spun by 
PS evra 

RED STAR Ferre Fatale’ rock pop, tmp 
hop with DJ Ketty 

THE ROOST Gorgeoux featuring hostess 
Or Lescod Troe, Oreg Kings and Queers: 
burtesque and rotating garne shows, 
HR ik ty 

PDA joes eins win 
Nekets available at ieketMaste 
Treehouse, Underground (WEM) 
Chanter 

CURT BOP cmt, ie co A) 
Twast resem Sium Village wath Phat Cat 
no minors, 9pm (dort, bokets available st 
Souler, Method, Blackbyrd, Mogatunes, 
Juice, Haven, Foosh, Treehouse 

VELYET UNDERGROURED NAILS 
WLEM Du Nik 7 of Shout Our Out Out 
Out 8pm (door, $7 cover 


FRE 


LIVE MUSIC 


ANS CAFE Friday Live Muse Nights 
Chloe Albert 8p no cover 
PRAGEIBPCT ONE it 
Preseets Land fo Nowhere, Level Su 
A Gt Ge W 
PALE DU BAPE Me " 
Release party, Spm 
ES OW WRITE co “ 
ES EROOTRON the 
(pop, cx) 

DASE VOD 
Tie ew LO 
Sip 

CARSAIA MARE Fh ce mo 
‘Stage. Potenion Village, Thaneah, AA 
Sound System, Curtis Santage. 12 
9320p 

TERE GPT ir) men oe 
SS0pe 1 gam 

EDMONTON INTERNATIONAL JAZZ 


FESTIVAL Various veruea throughout 
Edmonton, wanwedmentiongazz com 


Beagoray (pap sau pasac) 

TON HALL - HEITOR Fred Exokesryin 
(Highrosds and Bactroads Tour) Spm, 
a SRS 5 esr OSI 
ie 


CP TR Ea 
Brun Gregg Tro (roots) 


Fesovat Bob Fidatley Quartet 31pm. 

$10 foc at TIX on the Square. sam ses- 
WPT AT CAR Mee ORL. 
Jorden (pune: & 10pm 


SRN PR oe RS 


PUB The Ahyown Rockers, Spm 


Raw Se. ‘ 
BASH 0 A Gay lap Opera. Bom $15 
feel amazon tener ete 9 DE 
the Square 


a 
Hylazasis Ohoyou, no minors, Bom 
PG FW geil W lettner 


frome Pepi eng wie 


FF EY EIN seer) oa 
McGarvey (CO release pany), Emen 
Gryner Winston. 8pm (door! $10 (door) 
PT WE) PAB ow 
ae Ree 
Festal Andrew Alathbun Gusriel teatu: 
wg George Garzonec Spm, $25 adv) at 
TX on the Square 


a 
a 


CAG ¥oMmA BAR 
Fury breaks funky house. funny Gunes 


CR TRA CARRIE ey 
Fridines local house mume with Dus and 
occasions! ntemebonal spacak quew! 0. 


bes A aw 
BOW PRE 6 en 
Bi kad RES « 


re mun oor and on the Woattop 
oo 
PRBETY ow a » 
Eady Toontlasn, come warty to avoid lie 
Up. RO cover Betin 10pm 

Singles Party: ror singles 25-40, com 
plotety anonymous, towlly addictive 
PRES WR BAA ce ssare 


70s progressive 10ck, disco, and ele: 
frome Indie with Joel Reboh 


ESMERALDA'S 1.) Jimmy Frday, bpm 
free 

FEVER Giobai Fndays ABB, hip hop, reg- 
934 Tegneston and mash-up 


PUIG ae Bees |ontnn 


¥ ae 
FUR SLODEA DETTE Laty § 
bom ry OO SNS ae 


GAS PURIP op A0/dance with DJ 


Pinan 


WALD Mod Chit Indie rock, now watve, 
‘Bot pop. and “60s sout with OJ Blue tay, 
OY Teavy D; no cover before 10pm, $5 
lafter 10pm) 


WOR A Rock and Hatchmabk with Merk 
Many and Du Echo texturing Bailofunk, 
Electro, Booty. Ghettotech Bmore, Jule 
and all other serous party jarre: Sam 
Yeoh St 


LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Hyprtiq Frday 
Breakbeat. house, progressive and elec 
‘vo with Groovy Cuvy, OU Fine 


WEWE CITY Bach! Brtch! Brchl with DJs 
Dervish, Greg Gory, Brad Habe and 
Quests, no minors, Spm {door} $5 


NEW CITY Friday Night Froek Out 
fockandrol/punkrodVabrtofeverhing/indy 
with Os Jebus and Anarchy Adam (from 
CSRs Your Wonkly AA Meetna}. G- 
Cre 

DASISIAF GEN ER aa ore 
SOUTH otro ty New clozne rock, R&B, 
urban and dance with DJ Mike, 9pm- 
Zany no cover 


RED STAR Loxded Friday inde rock and 
Brit pop wath OU Readymade Flyboy 
THE ROOST Fridays All Request Dance 
Party with OJ Jazzy wath rotung shows 
every weelc $4 [member//$8 [non-mem- 
im 

ROUGE LOUNGE NYC Nights Satsa- 
Merengue-Bachata-House-Regpeaton- 
Urban-Old School wath DU Spice 

RUM JUNGLE Peoples 0) Sprvung 


SAPPHIRE RESTAURANT AND 
LOUNGE Desp House wath Fnday ras} 
Ineo ta ES ce 
Pe A ee ke 
a SEATS ORD 
TAQUeST WIT 6 (iia OT retTO and Ouse, 
Torm-12 madnight 
TOLLS Top 40, BEB, house woth 
oer 
VIE FUE fs om 


vo 


FPA ATER Coss 
nousevhard with Joheny Dangerous, 
Andy inertia, quests. 1-7am 
URIRAN FRAT Funktion Fridays Long 
aosemernes Go ott 


(WUNDERBAA Fridays with the Pony 
Girls, OU Avinder and J Tome, no cover 


Y AFTERHOURS Foundanon Fndays 


SAT 


MUSIC 


WOE MA 
BeMomes, Jutsbox Shock The ignters 
The Cremators. alt ages event 7pm. 


(hare 


Baar ee 
Rau, BJ Fuego and DJ Jose Jose, free 
dance classes 8°30-10pm 


kas a Ty 
Dog. Scont MacLeod, 4-6 pm, no cover 
acoustic every Saturday sttamoon 


BLACKEPOT CAFE Mongooss 
(Vancouver! In Love With The Struggle, 
by RY. 

Ce 

BLE CHAM CAFE Ben Sures, Som: $12 
- 


BLUES ON WHYTE Ande ‘Je Boy” 


Tis es 


Gees 


CASES YAS sy 
bot wa 

CARTE RE PU nn, 
Showoase Open Stage Hosted by 
Carmen Cook wath Simon Bennett and 
The Castle Rockers, 3pm-Spm 
CENTRAL PARK LOUNGE Ardrew 
Glover. 57pm 

i 
Staye Three Drops of the Pure, Rebects 
Joba “in Transit” Mary Machure, 
Radiovacana, Hot Little Rockot 12- 

8 30pm 

DRUID (JASPER AVE) Oper stage, all 
ages. 26pm 

EDOME SHORTS Tay'or Mods. featuring 
the second cup guy Rob Taylor 
FESTIVAL Various venues roughoyt 
Edmonton, wwrw.edmantonjazr com 
FOUR ROOMS Eta Etorema and Toque 


GIN BL AEE i 
(ep Qoups, Spm 


ARTY ea Wises! ie oes 
Fed Stpe, & 10pm, $5 


MUSIC WEEKLY 


THE IVORY CLUB Live Oueling Pianos, 
ewe Spm 


(AAMBMERS PUB Sytueiiy opon jam, 3 
73pm, country/rock band, 9pm-2am 


SEFFREYS CAFE Extnonton's Jan 
pes daz: Dives Helena Magerowst. 
ve 

a 
{pop/rock}, $30pm, oo cover 

(SRE AUN TORIRM | bee Winer 


with 10-piece bond, pm, $40-$45 at 
Dake Sains 


SULUIAN'S PLANO BAR Petro Poluyn 
{elassuca! quitar) 

LS COUNTRY PUB Patsy Amico and 
Baan Gragg Tho (roots) 


ALAR TREAT Ley vince tans 
Fest An Evening of Sratr: £50, Tommy 
Banks, Don Aubin, Jon Ballantyne: 
7:30pm 

MAVERICK ROOMBA VERICK 
RE CRY Foci Lo 
Fetuval Hutchinson, Andrew Tea; 11pm, 
$10 (adv) at TX on the Square, Jam 
von t-2am. 


OPT DAMON |) + rane 0 Yt 
Fundraiser The Brett Miles Tho: 7pm: 
$0 


TE A RE Poy, 
Jorden {pranok 8-10pm_ 


RRED) Mt SPB ES 
Fundraiser John Armstrong, quests, 8px 


OBYRME'S Chis Wynters and Scott 
Peters, 3pm, no cover 


ON THE ROCKS Bonafide, DU Donjuan 


OVERORIVE NEIGHBOURHOOD PUD 
Memmones of Music tundeuser for the 
Canadian Cancer Somety Stowbum 
(blues/rock), others; $30pm-11 30am 


ORT TOTE LB Ft ime 
BASH d A Gay Hap Opera, pm, $15 
(door) advance tickets available a1 WX on 
the Square 


‘SHAW CONFERENCE CENTRE The 
‘White Stnpes, quests, all ages event 
with freansed beer garden, 7pm (door), 
BY aM ameter 


STAALITE ROOMA Caracta Day Long 
weekend ARB party Jump Off, Cosmo 
Baker of Tha Rub, Degres, Shortround 
and Echo, Agent Orange, Sweatz no 
minors; $10 in advance at Blackbyrd, 
Foash, Treehouse. Souler and Colorblind 
‘More at the door. Back halt of Starias 
Ben 


TUBES BY LASS Likmey 
Home (pop) 


ALS | SE A 
Marrero mes: 


OT ED ek 0. 
Firebrends, 8pm {door $10 {door} 


WALD WEST SALOON Jo-Hiit 


BD BFF merce 
Fesuval. Owen Howerd Quintet festuning 
John O Gallagher, Spm. $25 fedv) at FOC 
on the Square 


CAMS GPT AE Ls toe 
dancing every Sat 10pm-1am 


IS 


Wiles BM oo 
Top 40 with DL Soundwave 


PADS VE x 
beiwt 


BUDOTS Undie night for men only, free 
poo! and tourney, DJ Arrowchaser 


DECADANCE Soul Heaven Saturdays: 
Funky house and break beatz with Dus T- 
Bass, Femme Funk and ocal/internationa! 
quests presentad by NewSound 
‘Entertainment: no minors, Spm-3am 


HABE PORE oe eva 
70s progressive rock, disco, and elec 
one Indie with Joel Reboh 


FRG LRA Cn tin coat) 
MasteUp wath Harmen 6 and DU Kwake 


FOMELY ROTEL WEL AAT, 
Wacks, rock, reo with QJ Damian 


QANGUR Soul Ut Saturdays: Vince's B- 
Gry Fiesta, With Jornaica's impression 
Sound-Solecta Jany Jett . Spyce 
(Bui! 


LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Suzie Saturday OJ 
Groovy Cuvy and quests 

ond Hell Saturdays with Ot Naz 
Nomad, no caver 


RR SY ES fit red 
Contmues Saturday Sucks: with OJs 
Nik Rlofeehya end Blue Jey (Mod Clubk $5 


D8 TE AE Peers od 1S 
Oonjuan 


Suggestive Saturdays. treaks elect 
house spun by Pl residents 


RED STAM Indie rock. hip hop. rock. indie 
rock hyp hop with $ Mastar F, Loopin’ the 
wit 

TE REET Soren rens Ae 
New Yeors Ever wrth OJ Dan (Retro) 
sownstanns and DJ Jazzy (New Music) 
‘upstairs, $4 {member)/$5 (non-member) 


JUNE 28 - JULY 4, 2007 


MUSIC 


ROLLERDHATING 
DARED Sporteworld Infine and Rotior 
Stating Oaxe Top 40 request with a mix 
of ents end disco, 1-5pm and 7pm-12 
mecdeught 


STOLE OW WHYTE Top 40, 38 
‘house with People’s DJ 


TWILIGHT AFTERHOURS Anthenr hard 
NAG/ranoe/Tunky with Jett Hills. OTOR, 
Gq Osddy, STX. Tweak Tam-dam 


WUNDERBAR Featured DJ and Local 
eet 


AFTERHOURS Pau! Hers (UKE 
Pyrates (pmate-themed Canads Dey party) 


SUN 


LIVE MUSIC 


——— 
ATLANTIC TAP AND @ALL Jason 


Lowe 
fete PLT RALSRRIGE 9 ose, 
DOG FREEHOUSE G01 [0 Give 


{1 Up. Maun Floor Funk. soul, Motown, 
disco with OJ Red Dawn 


CAFE You are a Weapon 
(Calgary, Envious, the Lyncist 


CHURCHELL SQUARE The Works Suet 
Stage Swing Manuche, Malus Majsou 
ond quests, Fabulous Bee Feeders, 12 
93m 


CUFFS PUB Slowbum [blues/rock), 
6.0pn-130am 


CROWW AND ANCHOR PUB Jam 
spor Sunday Jom 
DOE SHORTS BAA AMD GRILL 


Sander open stage Onginal acousde 
rte Hen ne cover 


EDARONTON INTERMATIONAL JAZZ 
FESTIVAL Vanaus venues throughout 
Eximineten war edmontonyazz com 


HOREZOM STAGE Beni Sures 


SAMBRERS PUB Sunday open blues 
am 8p 


JASPER CEMTENMIAL PARE Canads 
(tay Jisgties Heine Forest City Lovers, 

deat Fiohb Atrosu thke 
Vtamogoove, atl ages: 


‘THE METRO Canada Day Party Souljah 
Fy, WOprre $7 
(EWCASTLE PUB Live jam hosted by 
‘Wily and Dave every Sun, 2:30pm 


OBYRNES Joo Bods Irie Jarn Open 
‘gage for all, $30pm, no cover 


OSCARS PUB Open stane Sundays 
hoxted by Chrs Wynters of Captain 
Nractor (B11 pmy 


aut Act Concert: Prerra Paul 


bass) Jamie Philp iquitae), Gord Graber 
(drums! 7 30pm: tree 


‘SPRUCE ORGVE COMPOSITE HIGH 

SCHOOL SPORTS FIELD Canada Day 

Main Stange Bethel Urnied Church Gospel 

on ae oboe 
iam, (country) 6 200m, 

Ben Sures (folk, pop) Som, Captain 

es 
Be 


RU Sno tig Ve 


‘Million Dollar Manasts, The AufomatiX, 
(00 minors, Bp (door), bekets avaslable at 
Megatunes, Blackbyrd, Freecioud: Bake of 
‘Starlite Cosmo Baket |the Rub}, Degree, 


VEWET 
Curtis Santiago, My Gay Husband {CD 
release), quests; Bpm (door $15 (door 


YARDGIND SUITE Edmonton Jaz 
Festrval Owen Howard Quertet featunng 
ohn 0 Gallagher Spm, $25 [adv] at THX 
on the Square 


ity 


TRE VE BAL tree try 
Nig wth lami lr, eck aed 
<a 


ROCKS PME ry 
Aftamoons wath Phit Got To Give it Up 
Main Floor: funk, soul, Motown, and 
drsco with DJ Red Dawn. 2-7pm 


BUDOT'S NIGHTCLUB Rotating dra 
shows 0) WestCoastBabyDaddy 


RA ET ri sy 
Weekend Suramer Jam With DJ O- 
Black $10 cover 


WEW CITY Long Westend Sunday-Das 
Qontz_ A night of techneyindustnal/dark 
trance beots!: DY Dervush, guests, 

B:30pm (doort, $3 (door! 

OBYRE’S DJ Finnegan, 9pm [door 
$20 (basic\/$30 (promumt, available by 
phone at 414 6766 

UNBAN FRAT Canada Day long week- 
end gathering: With Jazzy Jeff, Dys 
Macca, inVinceable 

ee LRG He WOTITH 
Sunday Night Live, hosted by UA Chocia 
EM DJ Sweets 9pm, the best of Urbans 
live entertainment 10pm 
ee 
XS, quests, 0 cows 


MON 


LIVE MUSIC 


Le 


DOERR MRE LAE 
Clavena (same 10 Bolero) every Mondiny 
PAASSATVRT iment faa 
Womesiy Humemmerncs Tt Yom aie 
Jam hosted by the Wild Rase Old Tyme 
Fiddlers Sooty, 7pm 


TAPHOUSE Monday Live. with Bag 
Tice, 830-11 30pm. no cover 


te 


BAR WALD Bar Gone Wild Mondays 
Sea EP eo 


GLAD 006 FREEHOUSE Por 
Mondays. with OJ Panny Teuary 


BUOYS Arrateur Stnp Contest with 
Mia Fellow, DU WestCoastBayeddy 


LEREMDS PUB Open yarn hosted try 
Gat Tneeras 


OBYWES Cox Jam wth Sennen 
Jobreon and huends, 9 pn 


NS 


SLACKDOG PREENOUSE 8 « Fict 
Tosadiys 4 aten on the man Sevel 


BUOTTS free poo! and touney DY 


Wir mee er, 


FUNKY BUDDHA (Wints Ave) Latin and 
Salsa muse. denen kessors 6:10pm 


PRE ren orem s 
Regge mus, no cover 


PT 77) La ee Fs 


PREVUE / THU, JUN 28 (8 PM) / GHOSTS OF MODERN 
MAN / NEW CITY / $15 Ghosts of Modem Man are the 


worst kind because you can only fight them with 
Ghostbusters from the Future Or Scooby Doo 


PREF AETV Moms 
wath SWAG 


es CTY aves Louie" 
Metal Mondays: no mors 


revert 
woth OU Angus 


TUE 
ae 


Oale Collins and Noe! Mackerane. 
630pr-Tam 


eh 


Kraut Mod R&B Norhem Soul GOs 
G Med Revel wth Dr Eck ant 


‘SAPPHIRE RESTAURANT AND 
CORINEE ee eter nnn So 
beats with DJ Kewn Wong 


request with @ trex of eT and disco, 
Tere 12 modrighht 

er) ee 
Night Stetkaciown. wrth DU Genenc, OU 
Fredenck Bp, no cover 


eA vat figs eit 
Phitlip ard Bopper 


WED 


Oe ST he a EO 
=, 

FRET Pua ecm 4 es ee 
TBA and Housecats~a cowmay/ yong. ray 
term ard! thoes scouts tho 7 Spm $45 
1 ee tfiinepe core) 
MUIEY WEST eee es 
‘stage, 70pm (doort 52 
RT PRE me sc 


Wednesdeys hortad by Rock ‘nol! 
Hey 


Snir 


OV ) REE ormte 
mere Gets AY GAS 


bore, olan Bite chanel nes 


PPR E Om cower me Fe 
S30pmr, 90 cover 


PAAR en CNTY Od 
Acourte Bluegrass lam Presented Dy the 
Northam Bluegrass Cirtie Mux Sooety 
every Wodnesdity (verang 


mrylm( $44 eet SL 
Wedracxtiry Night Le. Open stage for 
comedians, memcuans and bands, hosted 
by Bastara May. 7pm (seta), & 10pm 
ER. 

SEITE Cee ey enw 
Down, Dirty Habrt, Echoes in Seartere: no 
manors, Gyre tekets available at the door 


USRAM LOLIMRE/ME OF WHTYTEE Son 


Alex 
DIS 
BACKROOM VODHLA BAR Deoo 


Wednesdays Scuttul Deep House wath 
Sher and Srey 

GLACINOS FREEHOUSE Stanle; 
Camm spre oF Te Wooltog € ime 
Gu Wesmeudas Ntain Poor Best 
Rides Worer Wieck. no cover roots 
mune every Wednesday wath OU Guster 
Fredy. ive mie ones 8 month 


pacman tat 
Weenesdiry OJ Weer, Kazmaga, iD & 
Wey, Noor Senn 


BUDOYS Hump day with OY Sexy 


et OY SA 
0 3008 


rete mee AY 


FED STAB Funk 9) Soul funk soul, 
Gao, ras pare. reggae. hip hop wath Coot 
‘Qurt, Yun, Jurunr Brown, Peo: 


Riera: oe He 


Feat with OJ Nestor Detane 
BRL Heiner 


amare | 


— cna CHURCHILL SQUARE The Voorks Steet | Stge Will Unsres and the Bdhes 0 LIVE MUSIC wt I z 
Vie fapewrtch. Renan Fura tyson with 
eee naice: Sunday, en ‘Stage. Appleman Collective, Mad Dog Basin Stroet, Jessica Estendson, This Can eaee 
See Blues Bare, September Stone, Adres Twright. Gectraty for everybody, Hot —— 
ROSEBOWL Sunday open stage feabur- Pahl, Off the Wall, Wafer Then Mints, 12: Panda, FIGU 12-330pm UE Wa TEL _—_ Phares me +i 
wales Deans ike MeDonald alternate 3:30pm ROLARLP AMAR Po wath Buti Robson, 8pm od. fs Bocee Darca recente 
weeks, HULBERTS Open Mx Monday's. hosted with Chris Wynters and guest ALIN RNa baa So . 
TAS, Ct PERT by Res March, 7-10gn HAZPLDEAM HALL Onn ‘o* Dance pm. Dees SRERRAT ecae r es 
alist ORY CLUB Gpen Mic Mondays mane | 83041300, $10 (oor CHURCHILL SQUARE The Works Siot 
eee Peace peieet HC BATS ard comedy, pm Stags sin aday Wo, Te Vatae 
re i eee Mergos, Foos Tongue, lift Outfit Bs 
mf =“ {LBS PUB House bare 9:30pm Tam: pesherh 
pear] ACQUIRED TASTE TEA COMPANY 12323-102 Ave © ALBERTA AVE COMMUNITY LEAGUE HALL 9210-118 fe ALICE 
co HOTEL 5078-50 St, Camrose, 672-2124 * ALL SAINTS ANGLICAN CATHEDRAL 1035-103 St (429-1655, 420-1792 825-Ki0h) 
<< * ARDEN THEATRE 5 St Anne Sveet St Albert, 459-4494, 451-3000/459-494 » ATLANTIC TRAP AND GEL 7108-105 St, 432- 
dear > AVENUE SKATE PARK 9030-118 Ave, 477-2149 « AXIS CAFE 10349 Jaspev Ave, 990-0031 * B SCENE STUDIOS Et 2: 
= +e ste BACKDRAUGHT PUB 8307.09 St. 430-9200 * BACKROOM VOOKA BAR 1052822 Awe, vostns. 436-8416 5 BAM 
> TOLEO LATIN LOUNGE 9221-34 Ave, 433-2599 » THE BANK ULTRA LOUNGE 10765 Jape Ave 470-9055 « BAR WALD {0552 
_ Seeks 9513456 » BEAVERHILLS PARK Jasper Avo, 105 St » BEERMUNTER PUB 7522-173 St ¢ BEERHUNTER FUB - st 
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Not everyone moves away from here 


BAYAN BIATLES / bryan@vueweskly.com 
ly t’s not everyday that a well-known 
| figure in London's club scene 
decides to give up all that he has 
created for himself to settle in 
Edmonton. Even though I spend a Jot 
Pp time extolling the virtues of our 
city, it’s not like I’m under the delu- 
ion that Edmonton even comes close 
ito the amount of awesome contained 

lin London. 

So it was quite a surprise to find 
put that renowned drum and bass Dj 
pnd producer T Power was not only 
playing a show in Edmonton, but was 
living here as well, 

“| was kind of fed up with living in 
England and wanted to spend some 
time in Canada,” he says. “And my 
girlfriend is in Edmonton, so 1 came 

chere.” 

© when asked just why he tired of 
England, T Power certainly isn’t at a 
loss for words. 

“Thirty-seven years of madness— 
it’s not the city it once was and I need- 
ied a change of scenery where the 

more are nicer,” he states, adding 
that he was able to find that in Cana- 
"Wa. “Canadians are amazing. When ! 
\eame here for the first time in ‘98, we 
Iptarted the tour in Vancouver and we 
had a week off before we went to 
ieeattle and | fell in love with Canada.” 
) with drum and bass being a genre 
3 upon a myriad of influences, T 


wer explains that, like a lot of drum 
nd bass DJs, he looks everywhere for 

Inspiration. 
| listen to all forms of music—there 


Will the real 


TARA ZUROWSKI / tara@vueweokly.com 
o, who exactly is Sam Hell? 
Well, it’s a band, but look a lit- 
tle deeper and it quickly 
comes nearly impossible to find any 
information about the group’s mem- 
ibers The Jack of information is inten- 
ional, though—the group has made a 
Nronscious decision to forgo individual 
Pidentities in favour of a collective one. 
‘You won't find us,” begins the 
and's vocalist/guitarist, after reluc- 
antly admitting that his real name is 
ordan Holman. “On purpose, you 
jon‘t know who we are unless you 
really look into us. Reason being, all 
mystery is gone these days. Back in 
the day, you didn’t know what the 
band had for breakfast, and what 
they're favourite pants were. Where's 
the fun in life if you know everything? 
So we end up doing interviews as 
Sam Hell. A lot of people literally 

| think it’s a guy. 

| “We wanted to have a character 
that is everybody,” he continues. 
"That's you, that’s me, that’s no one 
and everyone. We don't like the idea 
i} of being tied down to the same train 
of thought. We want to be able to say 
and do whatever we want. When you 
have a character like Sam Hell, you 
can change from song to song, album 
to album. When Sam Hell says some- 
thing, it's not like the guys saying it. 
Whenever we screw up really bad, we 


S FRI, JUN 25 (8 PM) 
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isn’t anything I'd negate,” he says. 
“There's nothing I'd write off because 
it’s a genre that’s not cool. I was 
brought up in a very musical family, 
my mom and dad were avid music lis- 
teners and introduced me to a lot of 
different things.” 


THERE |S ONE thing that T Power does 
differently from the majority of drum 
and bass producers and DJs, however, 
and that is his refusal to sample the 
work of others. Though he started his 


career in hip hop, where sampling is 
the accepted norm, T Power moved 
into drum and bass in order to expand 
his horizons and make his own way 

“| don't sample other people's 
music—that's why t got out of hip- 
hop, because I've never been com- 
fortable with sampling,” he says. “I'm 
not against it, but it doesn’t work for 
me personally.” 

Ultimately, T Power is just looking 
forward to playing to a receptive 
crowd—even better, he says, than the 
ones he played to in London 

“London being the home of drum 
and bass, you can't impress them with 
anything,” he says. “I think we get a 
better response here—people are less 
jaded about it.” v 


Sam Hell step forward? 


—RREEPERS HOT ROD RUMBLE 
fee 


ies) WED, JUL 4 (8PM) 


SAM HELL 
HTH LONG WAY OW, UAT HRT 
ECHOES I SCARLETT 
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just blame it on Sam!” 


SAM HELL THE BAND has big balls—or 
at least enough nerve to pick up and 
leave everything behind for the 
chance of becoming someone. The 
musicians pulled the classic move 
from Edmonton to Toronto over a 
year ago, and it’s really paid off for the 
band—since relocating, Sam Hell has 


released its first self-titled record and 
is about to head out on its first cross 
Canada tour 

“Everyone thought we were pretty 
nuts because we had no money, no 
plan, no jobs, no nothing,” Holman 
remembers. “When we got here, the 
place we were supposed to live in 
was half the size the landlord said it 


_ would be. We were supposed to 


rehearse here and tried, but got a let- 
ter from the police saying if we did 
one more time we'd get kicked out. In 
addition to that, none of our furniture 
fit in it. We've been sleeping on the 
floor for over a year.” W 
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PiND’s Shane-O hopes this tour will leave him as exhausted as the last one 


DAVID BERRY / david@vuewsakly.com 

or any band, losing a founding 
F member is a body blow best 

avoided. Losing that founding 
member a few weeks before embark- 
ing on the biggest tour you've ever 
planned, then, is the equivalent of a 
shot across the chin that leaves you 
staggering. If that band member also 
happens to be the one who owns your 
primary mode of transportation, 
though, you're going to need some 
help from the ropes not to go down 
for the count, 

“yeah, not only was Matt our bass 
player, put he also owned the band 
van,” Jake Abrasive, lead singer for 
Edmonton pop-punkers PIND, explains 
surprisingly sedately. “We were kind of 
worried, but we managed to find a 
replacement. It's—well, it's a truck with 
a canopy, and it doesn't actually hold 
four people, so { think we're going to 
have to throw {drummer] Shane-O into 


[* 
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the back with the gear.” 


FORTUNATELY, THE BAND had better 


luck finding a replacement bass play- 
er: four-stringer Tye Blame-tt, of fel- 
low pop-punkers the Blame-Its, has 
signed on for the tour and beyond. 
Though he didn’t come with a new 
tour van, Blame-lIt is not only one of 
the band’s biggest fans, he’s also had 
pretty extensive experience touring 
with the boys under less-than-ideal 
conditions. 

“{t couldn't possibly be worse than 
last summer,” says Blame-it with a 
shake of his head. The assembled 
threesome—only guitarist TS is 
absent—then proceed to tell a hella- 


PREVUE / FRI, JUN 29 (8 PM) / F&M / WITH EMM GRYNER, WINSTON / VELVET 
| UNDERGROUND, 10 F & M's latest disc, Let Every Light Shine, opens with : Liesl's 
Song,” with a lonely guitar picking out slow arpeggios while Becky Anderson's voice 
emerges from the silence, beckoning listeners into a darkened place that is lined with 
evocative, gripping lyrics. “There's a soulful mind in this rotting brain / Terrified of my 
own fright,” she sings, her voice wavering ever So slightly under the weight of the 
words, just before the guitar relinquishes its single notes in favour of strummed chords 
that start and stop with an uneasiness that mirrors the lyrics. It would be easy to build a 


song like this into a swirl of layers forming 


an ethereal soundscape, but F&M takes the 


more difficult but more fulfillirig route, Jeaving the song untouched by heavy praduc- 


tion—the power of the music is not in wha 
spaces between the notes. That's the case 


t ig there, but rather in what is hidden in the 
throughout the album as Becky and her hus- 
band Ryan share the vocals, staying focused and true to the soul of their songs, even - 


i ing “Dial ‘H’ i hen they 

when they pick up the pace—as on the pulsing Dial ‘H For Help"—or wi 

weave a little hope into sadness—like on “A Closing Number, where Ryan’ and Becky 
harmonize against a country strum, singing, “We can’t change, we never could, but we 

5 can push our very best.” —EDEN MUNRO / sden@vuswaekly.com 


cious story about their combined West 


trailer, an exhaust leak and two 
crammed into one rstuffed v 
that should r 
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nonchalant shrug : 
the fumes or something, but I th« 
that tour was av 


Coast tour that featured a broken _ one is tha! much fun." v 
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Formerly of Trinidad, 6. 
Alberta, it’s Curtis Santiago! 


Todd M Ouym 


JOEL KELLY / joe!@vaswookly.com 

{ Curtis Santiago was to wake up next 
I Monday completely mute, it wouldn’t be 

quite as devastating as you might expect for 
the soulster and occasional rapper. He'd just 
pick up a paintbrush, or take up any one of the 
number of other creative pursuits he is currently 
engaged in. 

“ want to dabble in everything,” he explains. 
| totally want to explore the limits of what I can 
Ido—I want to direct film, I want to dance, I want 
to act. I'm not just a musician.” 

While the ex-Sherwood Park resident is best 
known to Edmonton as the leader of the now 
Jong-defunct Hi-Phonigs, Santiago also paints 
and draws out of his Vancouver home when not 


SHEENA ROSSITER / shaona@vueweekly.com 

an Francisco-based Dj Kaskade might be 
Sie but he is more than happy to 

help Edmontonians celebrate their own 
patriotic holiday—one of the few nights a year 
that manages to get even the biggest home- 
bodies out of the house. 
“ve played in Canada before on Canada 
Day—I think 1 might have actually been playing 
in Edmonton,” Kaskade admits with a bit of 
confusion. “It’s a bit of a blur since I’m in so 
many cities that it’s hard to keep track. I love 
the energy that the people give to my music [in 
Edmonton].” ! 


KASKADE WILL ARRIVE in town with some new 
material and a few remixes from his most recent 
release, Love Mysterious, and he’s hoping for 
some positive feedback from the crowd—that is if 
they haven't already told him themselves. 

“| think MySpace is awesome,” he says about 
the MySpace system that sees fans leaving com- 
ments on Kaskade's page. “It’s a great way for 
correspondence, and it’s a great place to get 
some honest feedback from fans all over. 

“1 think pre-MySpace, [being in the music 
industry] was kind of like living in a vacuum,” 
he adds, “I'd play where crowds would always 


touring or recording. 

Yet, music remains a central passion, and his 
voice swells with obvious excitement when dis- 
cussing his newly released sophomore LP, TKO 
Santiago explains that he has some lofty goals 
for this record. 

“! want to win a Grammy,” he proclaims. “I 
want to have an international hit; | want to go 
to China to perform and see people singing 
along with my songs.” 

However, the path to those dreams may be 
long and hard, if Santiago's early tastes of the 
international music industry are any indication. 
Having already piqued the interest of several 
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maior tahels Santiago says some executives 


were scared Se ny fhe ureque and ecleetue blend 
OD INTMenees 

They avoid me because | don't fit into a cate- 
gory,” Santiago says. “Genres don't work for me— 
1 want to take a taste of everything and put it into 


my music. I don’t give a fuck what people think.” 


PART OF THE music industry's hesitancy about 
Santiago may have also come from its view of 
Santiago's hometown—Sherwood Park is known 
more for its suburbs than its indie scene—but 
Santiago is unabashedly proud of where he's 
from. "They were trying to concoct all these 
fucked up stories of me coming from Trinidad,” 
he recalls. “No. I’m from Sherwood Park. 

“It's as cool as Paris—it’s as cool as any- 
where,” he continues. “I was exposed to such a 
different background growing up. I was the only 
black kid in my school for the longest time, and 
{ migrated to this group of kids who just wa nted 
to play music. 

“It ain't about where you're from. | could be 
from Brooklyn or Sherwood Park, as long as the 
music has that energy, you know?" ¥ 
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foal WITH HECTOR CASTAO AND MIKE WONG 
o__ | THEBANKULIRA LOUNGE, $20 


adore what | do, but that’s because you can get 
to see them on a more regular basis [especially 
in San Francisco]. Now I can get feedback from. 
everyone. 

do respond to people, and | really dig going 
on there after the weekend and seeing people's 
response to the show." W 
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VARIOUS ARTISTS 
THE ENTIRE CATALOGUE OF 
DAAGCTT CENT SEY 


BRYAN BIRTLES / bryan @vaeweekly.com 
In January of this year, a new 
Ne vinyl-only label called Mag- 
nificent Sevens was 
THS ROXS jaunched in Toronto concen- 
trating on—you guessed it—seven- 
inch releases. The label’s first four 
releases made their way to my desk, 
So I took them home for a good listen. 

The first release is by a band called 
Easy Targets. While the A side, called 
“{ Don’t Want to Think,” was a kind of 
plain, droney, spacey, shoegazy indie 
song, the B side, “If You're a Planet,” 
was really innovative. It had a lot of 
the same elements, but layered on a 
driving polka beat, which may not 
sound so neat, but wait until you hear 
it. Trust me. 

The second release, by a band 
called Lipstick Machine, unfortunate- 
ly there was a wicked warp in the 
copy | received so it kind of made me 
seasick when I put it on my tumtable. 
That's not the band or the label's 
fault; 1 just can’t take care of my stuff. 
Anyway, when I used a bit of anti- 
skate technology—a quarter—some 
really excellent jangly pop came 
through from both the A side, titled 
“Everything Without You,” and the B 
side, “Gimme the Time!” The intros 
were the best part and the band 
knows it—they take up half of each 
song and are magnificent. 

Third was the Mark Inside. Again, 
the B side, “Liar,” was more interest- 
ing in its noisy experimentalism than 
the A side, “Circling the Drain,” which 
sounded kind of like a depressing ver- 
sion of Toronto legends Shadowy Men 
on a Shadowy Planet. 
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top 10 sellers 


01 freaker pipe jackle-o motherfucker 
02 excellent italian greyhound shellac 
03 boxer the natona! 

Os Te etd 

05 s/i jack rose 


Finally, the band Action Makes 
rounds out the total output to date of 
Magnificent Sevens Records. The A 
side's “Charley & the CFF,” sounds 
like the best kind of dirty barroom 
country with thumping bass, twangy 
guitars, handclaps and a wailing har- 
monica driving to a raucous conclu- 
sion. The B side’s “Get the Joke,” 
sounds closer to what you'd expect 
an indie band to sound like and is 
similarly very well executed. 

Allin all, Magnificent Sevens 
seems committed to putting out an 
eclectic mix of sounds and is definite- 
ly a label to watch. 


el OF THE MONKEY 
YEAR OF THE MONKEY MUSIC 


LEWIS KELLY / lewis @vuewsekly.com 


: Rick Rubin’s influence on 


the late-in-life career resur- 
gence of Johnny Cash shows 
THSR0OS the degree of influence a 
producer can have over a musician’s 
sound and commercial success. With 
high-profile producers like Rubin and 
the Neptunes as sought-after as they 
are, why not make a record in which 
the producer(s) take centre stage? 
John “JK” Kanakis and Ron Lopata, 
together known as Year of the Mon- 
key, have done just that. Each track 
on 68 features different musicians 
working with Kanakis and Lopata. 

It should come as no surprise that 
68 feels highly polished and maybe 
even over-produced. The record is 
filled to bursting with various instru- 
ments and rhythms. It can be a little 
overwhelming at times, but the sheer 
quality of the sound mitigates this. 68 
is a great piece of pop music. While 
the number of different sounds Year 


10649.124 street 
780.732.1132 
www.listenrecords.net 


06 given to the nsing neurosis 

07. while my gutter... sit richard bishop 
08, anonymous tomahawk 

09. rainbow boris w/ michio kurihara 
10. sf lighining dust 


get here quick on bus # 3, 5, of 135 west from downtown or the #7 narth from the southside 


of the Monkey crams into each track | 
sometimes threatens to overwhelm 
the listener, the record is loaded with 
catchy tunes that stand up to repeated | 
listening. 


HOT LITTLE ROCKET 
HOW THOSE 
FILE UNDER: MUSIC 


DAVID BERRY / david@vueweekly.com 

I'm told that acid is the only | 

¢y way to really time travel, but | 

listening to Hot Little Rock. | 
THSISOK et's How to Lose Everything 
isn’t a bad, drug-free alternative, so 
long as you’re only looking to ge | 
back to the mid-'90s. The Calgary 
quartet is pretty thoroughly mired in 
the sounds of the whatever decade, | 
albeit a slightly cooler one wherein 
the only bands who successfully co- 
opted post-grunge had a pop-punk 
snarl and weren't just a bunch of hair 
metal enthusiasts who couldn't even | 
put in the effort to match their outfits . 
and tease their hair. In our world, 
grunge didn’t kill metal, it just made it 
lazier; in Hot Little Rocket's, it gave 
everyone license to sound a bit pretty 
from time to time. 

How to Lose Everything is the stan- | 
dard-if-energetic pop-rock the Cal- 
gary band has made their 
stock-in-trade, pleasantly heavy on | 
the drum-stomp, but not afraid of — 
melodies we've been playing since | 
the ‘60s. First single/album opener 
“Like Killers” is a bit flat, but most of 
these songs are youthfully melan- 
cholic and/or wearily energetic 
enough to get any high-schooler with 
an acoustic laid at a backyard party 
Dancing at the live show would be a 
decent second date, too. 

Hot Little Rocket plays The Works Stree! 
Stage in Churchill Square on Sat, Jun 30. 


LIMITEt 
AUIARIIS | 


BRYAN BIATLES / Sryan@vueweekly.com 
You've probably noticed that — 
¢y lately it’s been really rainy in 
Edmonton and whether it’s 
THIS OK because of global warming 
or just some sort of weather aberra- 
tion, it still makes me sad. And when ! 
Start to feel a little blue, it’s nice to 
have an album like Winston's Limited 
around. Because when you feel sad. 
there's nothing better than feeling 
sadder. Don’t ask me why. 

Winston himself produced and 
plays most of the instruments on this 
album. It sounds a bit like Coldplay, 
but with more of a bedroom-pop 
flavour, though when it needs to swell 
it certainly does so. At times grandiose 
and sweeping in its arrangements, 
Limited also has the ability to come 
down to a very personal confessional 
level and draw you into it. 


MUSIC 


The other neat part about this 
album—something more and more 
usicians seem to be attempting—is 
that it was recorded without digital 
devices of any kind. I'm not one of 
it ose guys who thinks that analogue 
5 by definition better than digital, 
put | do think that setting constraints 
on the recording process spurs cre- 
tivity, and creativity is highly evi- 


VFO BY RADIO 


FWIS KELLY / lewis @vueweekly,com 
¢y The debut full-length 


5 


record from Les.Petits, 

which is actually just a 
THS 1S OK compilation of their two 
previous EPs, is a strange beast. In a 
\.ay, The. Mighty.Antlers.of.Songs EPs 
doesn't feel like music at all. With its 
se of dissonance and its minimalist 
eel, the record is almost something 
ou'd find on the shelf next to one of 
hose ambient sounds of nature CDs. 
\ agner this ain't. 
While the Calgary-based group 
doesn’t seem to have much interest in 
shooting for the Top 40 (not that that’s 
a bad thing), it does show some seri- 
pus musical chops on Mighty.Antlers. 
piThe vocals are great, the instruments 
varied and the arrangements com- 
plex. It is, however, a little too eso- 
teric for its own good as it alternates 
between massaging your ears and 
y assaulting them. 


EOEN MUNRO / edan@vueweekly.com 
Pride Tiger doesn’t try too 
¢y hard to hide its influences 
on its new album—‘What it 

THSOK js" closes out with some 
harmony guitar work that recalls Iron 
Maiden’s early, punkier days, there's a 
Strong hint of Thin Lizzy on “Fill Me 
in” and there's plenty of early Black 
‘Sabbath-ish riffing throughout the 
record—but the quartet mashes every- 
thing up together and plays it all as 
though it’s just uncovered something 
that no one’s ever heard before. 

Occasionally there’s a touch of 
sameness to the songs—there’s not 
always a particularly dramatic change 
in sound between tracks—but in a 
way, that works to the band’s advan- 
tage as the players burrow deep into 
the grooves, turning the songs into 
one long, infectious slab of rock. Pride 
Tiger might not be reinventing the 
wheel, but the band sure acts like it, 
and The Lucky Ones sounds like a 
pretty good soundtrack for a night of 
boozing. 


Uncle Sam wants you! 


STEVEN SANDDA ANDOR 


steven @vueweekly.com 


MUSIC 


At each and every music conference, 
delegates get welcome packages— 
usually goodie bags filled with flyers, 
Stickers, pins, promo material and a 
few CDs. 

But, this year at Toronto's famous 
NXNE Festival | got something in my 
grab bag that, well, really stunned me. 
It was a green toy soldier, brandishing 
a guitar instead of a gun. “Sgt Solo” 
was a gift fram Armed Forces Enter- 
tainment. The same people who bring 
touring acts to US troops stationed 
around the world were in Canada—in 
force—to promote war-zone gig pos- 
sibilities to the young bands out there. 

Armed Forces Entertainment was 
north of the 49th recruiting as aggres- 
sively as the American military does 
on colfege campuses to the south. But, 
on the application form every band 
must submit, there is the disclaimer “I 
understand that all members of the 
group are required to hold valid US 
Passports to be eligible for touring.” 

So, basically, AFE was in Canada 
looking to catch the attention of Amer- 
ican acts that had crossed the border 
to play at the festival. 

Not that AFE would have an easy 
time finding American bands in the 
NXNE lineup that would have fit its 
strict criteria for entertainers—no 
politics, no drug references, no con- 
troversy. 

“Your conduct must always reflect 
favourably on the United States of 
America, the Department of Defense 
and the Armed Forces Entertainment 
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‘70s jam-fest 
The riffage of Black Sabbath, 
Cheese of the Guess Who 


program,” states the entrance pack- 
age. “Performances must be whole- 
some and in good taste. To reiterate, 
materials cannot be offensive to any- 
one in regard to race, religion, nation- 
al origin, sex, military rank, military 
service or handicaps. Avoid controver- 
sial issues and topics. {llegal drug use 
or possession is strictly prohibited. Do 
not joke about drug use, possession or 
purchase.” 

All that for a US$75 per diem per 
band member per day. Well, the Gin 
Blossoms took the deal; the band is 
the current major headliner doing the 


Avoid controversial 
issues and topics. Illegal 
drug use or possession 
is strictly prohibited. Do 
not joke about drug use, 
possession or purchase. 


army-base circuit tour. 

In the end, what the military is took- 
ing for is bands to cheerlead the war 
effort, go Stars and Stripes and all 
that. And, just as the army is desper- 
ate for American recruits, AFE is also 
desperate for touring acts. Desperate 
enough that it's willing to chase Amer- 
ican acts across the border. 

{ don't know what you think about 
it, but it makes me, as a Canadian, 
feel kinda dirty. Do your recruiting on 
your own soil, please. w 


Steven Sandor is a former editor-in- 
chief of Vue Weekly, now an editor 
and author living in Toronto. 
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=| TOTALLY GAY 
Tyson @rveweekhy.con 
Today we moum the loss of Luke Foster. 
Writer, friend, friend of a friend, relative, 
craft enthusiast and self-described dude, 
Luke is no longer with us. In a tragic gay 
chain of events that have still not been 
made completely clear, the city’s only 
(and, therefore, premier) gay columnist 
unfortunately met his maker last week 
at the tender age of early-to-mid 20s. 
Sadly, it was just weeks shy of the 
release of Hairspray. Now he'll never 
get to not go to see that movie. Rest 
assured, though, he’s in a better place. 

A place where rainbows aren't any- 
thing but displays of refracted prismatic 
tight courtesy of Mother Nature, appear- 
ing only after a long night of raining 
men. A place where the music is always 
good and his jeans always fit. A place 
where he finatly took the plunge into 
amateur porn because where Luke is 
now, he’s no longer self-conscious about 
his poorly toned upper-torso, 

Luke leaves behind an apartment full 
of thrift store swag, a closet full of 
clothes and shoes that he never paid full 
price for, and several people he grew 
fond of over the years. His mother, sister, 


Did he like crafting because 
he was gay or because he 
was Luke? Baking? 
Shopping? Exfoliating? 
Blondie? It was a constant 
circle that took too much 
energy to break. It broke him. 


brother, best gay male friend Josh, best 
gay female friend Erin, gay boyfriend 
Jake, pal Leon, cousin Caitlin, hairstylist 
Jessica—the list just goes on. 

Looking back, Luke's life as a gay start- 
ed when he was 19. Some could argue it 
started back in elementary school when 
he chose two girls as his best friends— 
although the relationships didn't last past 
junior high, they were indicators. One 
tumed out to be a hardcore dyke, if there 
is such a thing. The other had all the mak- 
ings of a great fag-hag. Unfortunately 
that one had too much self-esteem. But 
we all know that kids aren't gay, so this is 
just a moot point. 

Luke's life as a gay truly got rolling 
when he made out with a guy for the 
first time. They were on his bed and it 
was going good. That is, until things 
started te go below the belt at which 
point he couldn't help but exclaim, “I'ma 
virgin!” It wasn't a smooth start, But he 
grew more confident and managed to 
snag a few more guys along the way. He 
eventually lost his virginity, too—as a 
top at 19, on the bottom fast Tuesday. 
(For the record, he said it didn’t hurt or 
anything but is “overrated”.) 

His life as a gay probably peaked 
when he got drunk alone in every bar on 
Church Street in Toronto wandered 
home with some dude and had a one- 
off. Although he came out of that STD- 
free, things kind of went downhill after 
that—just before he passed, his 


dead at 20-something 


boyfriend moved in. That was that. 
AS FOR THE CAUSE OF this heartbreak- 


ing, devastating loss, there has been 
much speculation. According to medical 
doctors, forensic experts and Nancy 
Grace, the prevailing theory is that Luke 
Foster fell victim to something they've 
dubbed “gay fatigue.” Apparently, Luke 
really was totally gay. So much that it 
killed him. 

The causes of gay fatigue are numer- 
ous. We all know that being gay is actu- 
ally very exhausting: all the constant sex, 
excessive shopping, dancing, drugs, 
working out and absence of children—it 
wears you down. Towards the end of his 
life, Luke had become increasingly occu- 
pied with his homosexuality. He spent a 
lot of time trying to dress the right way, 
waik the right way, talk the right way— 
you know, so that people would think he 
was a homo, but not a flamer. He was 
often consumed with thoughts of 
whether people knew he was gay or not. 
He never had a problem coming out, but 
would never divulge anything unless he 
was asked. Se did his boss know? His co- 
workers? His distant relatives? Acquain- 
tances? Shopkeepers? It was strange, | 
remember him saying once, that even 
though it would never be an issue for 
him, he wondered if there was a valid 
reason coming out to certain people. If he 
was fine with it, then who cares? 

Then there were his thoughts regard- 
ing the sexuality of others. Every time he 
would pass someone on the street or in 
public, he'd do that stupid thing with his 
index finger, crooking it if he thought 
someone was gay and extending it if 
they were hetero. Truth is, that's all he 
thought about sometimes. It was frus- 
trating and just worsened the fatigue. 

He also had a difficult time when he 
tried to attribute certain things in his life 
to his homosexuality. Did he {ike crafting 
because he was gay or because he was 
Luke? Baking? Shopping? Exfoliating? 
Blondie? It was a constant circle that took 
too much energy to break. It broke him. 

In the end, gay fatigue caught up with 
Luke. His body couldn't handle it any- 
more. He was simply exhausted of being 
gay, thinking about being gay, philoso- 
phizing about what it meant, and it slowly 
melted his brain, Nancy Grace says. He 
was tired of thinking about it all the time 
and Luke, well, he just wasted away. 

At least that's what the experts say. 
The coroner's records haven't been made 
public yet. {f you ask me what the cause 
of Luke's sad passing really is, | think 
gay fatigue is just a convenient cover. | 
bet he fell down an escalator or choked 
on some cereal. Something lame and 
undignified. Maybe he really was 
crushed by a ceiling fan. Maybe he 
never existed in the first place. So what 
did happen to Luke Foster? 

| guess we'll never know. w 


Editor's note: as we mourn the tragic (yet 
completely fabulous, we're sure} passing 
of Vues erstwhile queer columnist, tune 
in next week for our brand-new yet-to- 
be-named LGBT column {and on that 
note, feel free to send your suggested 
titles, be they bad puns or juvenile one- 
liners, to news@vueweekly.com). 
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AWA 12-STEP ide Presbyterian 
Church basement, N. door, 6 Bemard Or, Bishop St, Sir 
Winston Churchill Ave, St, Albert © For adult children of 
alcoholic and dysfunctional families « Meet every Mon, 
inct holidays (7:30pm) 

CABADIAN RATT TREREERY COMET) 1 2°) 
St (479-1999) © Basketball; Mon {S-7pm) © Healing 
Circle, Mon {6-8pm) © Boxing: Mo (7-Spm), Tue (5- 
7pm) © Volleyball; Tue {6-8pm) © Sewing Circle; Tue (6- 
Bpm)} ¢ Beadwork Class; Wed (6-Bpm) © C.N.FC. Pow- 
wow, Wed (6-Spm) © Hip-Hop Class. every Thu (5-7pm) © 
Crae Class: Thu (6-Bpm) © Elders and Residency: Fri (all 
day} © Safe Using and Harm Reduction; tast Fri each 
month [}}am-1Zpm) © Tobacco Reduction; every Fr (1- 
2pm) © Drop-in Night, Fri (6-8pm) 

CONVERSATION CAFE Unity of Edmonton Church, 
13212-106 Ave * Meeting presentad by Rev. Yvonne 
Racine © Every Tue (1-3pm} 


EDMONTON CHESS CLUB Edmonton Choss Club, 
¥0840-124 St {474-2318} © Chess for studants, Grade 3 
and up; July 3-6 (Beginnars}: July 9-13 (Advance), 
8:30am-4:30pm © Chess Leaming and Playing 
Opportunities for students and families 
PRESAIDS GF THE LURICOM ALDENTA PRLAY Piers 
Legisisture * Nabonal Day of Action: oning your own Oil 
Derrick in support of the Lubicon Cree to draw attention to 
the 118-year unresotved land claim, the lack of running 
pers pees ay losis, suicide, and abysmat Fost tate the 

i federal govemments permit amongst 
Lubicon Mock Consultations with Lagisiature stat?, 
Gov't officiats (Bam), Declaration of Intent from the Republic 
of Greedolia (12pmi: Mock extraction at legislature grounds 
(1pm onward) # Fri, June 29 (8am onward) 
FLLUSIONS SOCIAL CLUB Roost, 1045-104 St (387- 
3343) © Crossdressers, transsexuals, friends and suppart- 
6rs meet the 2nd Thu each month (Spm|; 
hitp//groups.yahoo,com/group/edmonton_illusions/ 
BHAGES ALBERTA CAMERA ELIS oxenpaie Semon, 
6415-106 St {469-9776} www.imagesab.ca ¢ Meats every 
ee Oe 
speakers, workshops, outings. Photographers 
are welcome ® $40 (membership\/$50 {familyi/$20 (full- 
time student; visitors may attend three times before joining 
PARENT TALK (481-1292) Boys and Girls Clubs of 
Edmonton offers support groups and workshops for par- 
ents at various city locations 


WHF OOH Aient | HORRAM REGHTY AWE TIE 
(MEIHA Strathcona Public Library, Program Aim {453-2638} & 
Sponsored by Human Fights City Edmonton Project ¢ July 7 
19:30-11:30am} © $10; register before June 29 


ELE ETRE EPPORT CHOIR! HIS) ~ hor 
‘women who are expenencing chaos a3 a result of 2 life cri- 
sis and who fee! isolated ¢ Group meats each week 


TOASTMASTERS CLUBS © City Lights 
Downtown (426-5682) Sat your own pace to become a com 
fortable and confident public speaker, meetings every Tue 
a0: + Cxmemet Comeanmpetene Coste aise Se 2° 
Commence, 600, 9990 Jasper Ava |458-52065 Visit us end 
leam how to deliver effective presentatons, conduct business 
‘Meetings, and develop as a communicator and a leader: every 
Thu (6pm) ¢ “Weratene Beverty United Church meeting 
foom, 11918-49 St {476-6953} Improve speaking skills, leader. 
ship skills, time organizational, listening and 
‘social skills; every Wed {7-Spm) © Puramere Best Westem 
Cedar Park inn, 5116 Gateway Boulevard (457-0806) Weekly 
‘meetings to improve your communication and leadership skills 
in @ supportve environment avery Wed (7-9pm) © 
Chanticleer Toastmasters: Kingsway Am, Millard Health 
Building, 131 Airport Rid (496-4508/474-1138) Thu magtings 
{7-830 am) feel confident speaking and build teadership skills 


TOURETTE SYNDROME Academy of King Edward, 
8525-101 St. North door {1-886-824-9764} © Support 
meetings for TS adults and parents of TS kids © First 
Wed, Oct-June (7pm) 


WASWAHEGAN TRAIL ASSOCIATION © (962-3215) Free 
guided hike, approx. 9.5 km at Blackfoot: July 1 (Sam) meet 
by the Bonne Doon Recycle, 85 St, 85 Ave © (434-2675) 
Free guided hike, approx. 10 km at Middle Coal Lake, July 8 
{Sam} mest by the Bonnie Doon Recycle, 8 St. 8 Ave 


WOMEN IN BLACK In front of the Old Ststhcona Farmers’ 
Market © Silent vigil every Ist and 3rd Sat ea month, stand 
In silence for a world without violence (10-1 1am) 


7 FOR G7 Whyte Avenue, Campus, Downtown ® Oxfam 
Canada and Maka Poverty History, shop at participating 
businesses where 7% of your purchasing dallars will go 
toward organaations working to eradicate poverty. A com 
plete list of participating businesses can be found at 
http.//07for07.googlepages.com © July 7 {Sam-9om} 


TIUEER STINGS 


AFFIRM SUNNYBROOK-RED DEER Red Dear (403-247- 
6073) © Affirm welcome LGBTO people and their friends, 
family, and allies, meet at Sunnybrook United Church 
every 2nd Tus 2a month (7pm) 


ABAPE Faculty of Education, U of A Campus © Sex, soxual, 
gender differencas in education and culture focus group © 
Contact Dr, Andre Grace (andre.grace@Dualberta.ca) for into 
BRURUAL Wont Carree eRacP 

itp //groups.yehoo.com/group/bwedmonton © Social 
group for bi-curious and bisexual woman 2nd Thu ea 
month {7-30pm) 


BOOTS AND SADDLES 10242-106 St (423-5014) © Large 


EDMONTON MUSIC HIGHT © A mature social group, 
couples and singles welcome © E-mail edmontonmusic- 
night@hotmail.com for more info 


every 2nd Sunday of most manths at 2 30pm for a social 
period, a short meeting and 3 quest speaker, discussion 
panel of 4 potluck supper Special mterest groups meat tor 
other seeral actnaties throughout the month email edmon- 
tonpt@yahoo ca, www pametimersww ory/edmanton 


EBA TN RARE BLERERS ATIOCATO 
www gomontonrba.org * Monthly after business mixer: 
Network and share contacts in the GLBT businass com- 
munity ® Second Wed ea month 


HIV NETWORK OF EDMONTON SOCIETY 300, 11455 
Jasper Ave (488-5742) or contact?@hivedmonton.com * 
Programs and support services for people affected and 
infected by HIV/AIDS and related illnassas. Counselling, 
referrals, support groups, harm reduction, education, 
advocacy and public awareness campaigns 
IMSADE/OUT U of A Compus © Campus-based organiza- 
tion for lesbvan, gay, bisexual, trans-identified and queer 
{LGBTQ} faculty, graduate student, academic, straight 
allies and support statt © rd Thu ea month {tali/winter 
terms}: Speakers Series, Contact Kris {kwells@ualberta ca) 


UVING POSITIVE 404, 19408-124 St, www.edmlivingposi- 
‘wye.ca (1-877-975-9448/488-5788) © Providing confidential 
peer Support to people Inving with HIV © Every Tue {7-9pmn). 
Support group ¢ Daily drop. peer counselling 
MADELEINE SAMAM FOUNDATION Faculté St. Jean, 
8406 Mario-Anne Gaboury (91 St] im 3-18 {490-7332} ¢ 
Program for HIV-AIDS prevention, treatment and harm 
‘eduction in French, English and other African languages- 
© Every 3rd and 4th Sat (Sam-Spm) © Free {memberl/$10 
(membership) © Pre-register 


nwaves 
competrtive swimming with coaching. beginners encouraged 
to perncipata Socializing after practices ¢ Every Tue and Thu 
PRIDE CENTRE OF EDMONTON 9540-111 Ave (488-3224) 
© Open: Mon-Thu Ipm-10om, Fri 3-10pm © Bears Movie 
Night: Bears Club: tast Sun ea month (1-5pm, TV room) © 
Trens Education/Suppont Group: Support and education for 
transsexual, transgendered, intersexed, two-spirited and 
questioning individuals; 1st, 3rd, last Sun aa month {2-4pm) 
‘with Cody ¢ Sunday Night Men's Discussion Group: Mens 
social and discussion group; every Sun (7pm); Rob Wells at 
tobwells?780@hotmail.com © Friends and Family Playgroup: 
2nd Sun ea month {2-4pm) with Nosile, friendsandfamily- 
playgroup-owner@yahoogroups.ca © Monday Movie Night: 
Movie nights with themed movies and discussion after- 
wards; every Mon  TTIQ Aitiance: Support meeting for 
(ansgender, transsexual, intersax and questioning 2nd Tue 
ee month, ttiqualliance@shaw.ca, 718-1412 « GLBT 
Seniors Drop-In: Every Thu {2-4pm} with Jeff Bovee, 483- 
3234 © Sick and ured af being sick and tired? Cocaine 
Anonymous meating, Thu 7-8pm; CA Hotline 425-2715 « 
HIV Outreach: Drop-in circla every other Thu 7pm) © Youth 
Understanding Youth: Youth support and social group; ave 
Sat (7-Spm); yuy@shaw.ca; wwrw.members.shaw.ca/yuy © 
Suit Up and Show Up—Alcoholics Anonymous Big Book 
Study, Sat {12-1}; sutupshowup@hotmail.com # NOP LGBT 
Caveus: last Sun 6a month with Jay, 488-3234 


THE ROOST 10345-104 St (428-3150) ¢ Open Thu, Sun 
Bpm-3am; Fri Sat Bpm-4am; closed Mon, Tue, Wed # Thu: 
Thursdays are Gorgeous with Hostess Hootie McBoob, fea- 
turiny Drag Kings and Queens, burlesque and amateur strip 
the last Thu ea. Month © Fri: All Request Dance Party every 
Fndey, DJ Jazzy with rotating shows every week © Sat 
Always like New Years Eve: with DJ Dan (retro) downstairs 
and OJ Jazzy (new music) upstairs © Sun: Rlashback 
Sundays Featuring hostesses Miss Bianca and Vanity Fair, 
foteting guests. Free pool all night long: $3 cover © 
Weekends. $4 (members}/$6 {non-member)/Sun $2 cover 


SINGLE LESBIANS 46 PLUS © A woman's social group, 
gathers oncé a month on Sat for conversation over tea 
and coffee © Information e-mail’ 
singlewomen4Oplus@hotmail com 


STEAMWORKS 11745 Jasper Avo (451-5554) ¢ Steam 
baths open daily (24hrs) 


WOMONSPALE (780-482-1794) » A non-profit lesbian 
organuwation, omanized activities held monthly including 
licanced non-smoking dances, coffee houses, family events, 
games nights, golf tournaments and more © www.gaycana- 
da.com/womonspace, e-mail: womonspace@gmail com 
WOODYS 11723 Jasper Ave (488-6557) © Open Daily 
(noon) © Sat-Tue Karsoke with Tizzy and Patrick ¢ Sat- 
Sun Poo! Tourmaments 


BIKE MONTH EVENTS www.bikeology.ca (982-8520) + 
Mocktails on the Bridge, Exlo Faraone Park, 97 Ave, 
103 St, June 29 (4-6pm) 199 $t, 97 Ave, Pedal-powered 
drinks and snacks, June 29 (4-6pm); part of Critical Mass 
routs www edmontoneriticalmass.com © Critical Mass 
Bike Ride; June 29 (5°30pm} 


CANADA DAY © Alberta Legislature Grounds, 107 St. 97 
Ave. Ismail Muslim community free pancake breakfast {7- 
Sam), Canada Day Run and Walk event Crtizan caromony 
(Tam), bands through the aftemoon © City Hall: Canada’s 
140thBirthday, music, entertainment {11am-4pm) ¢ Fort 
Edmonton, Whitemud, Fox Or: Dominion Day Pancakes 
(10am-Gpm), special celebrations (noon) © July + 


FESTIVAL Yom e From « 
One day festival featuring achvities, musical entertain- 
ment. and treatse July 1 (2-Spm) 


on 8 glant inflata 
tom 


CASTROL RACEWAY (-451-5801) © Jot Her-A- 
Cano atthe INRA Rocky Mountain Netinals& doy ¢ 


FOR CANCER-GASCABA GAY ROAD RACE 

po bem here ig 15k and Sk road races, 154 
walk in support of the Canadian Cancer Society (CCS) © 
July 1 © Register visit www.runningroom.com 


DOMINION DAY CHALLENGE EVENT Rutherford 
House, U of A Campus ® Celebrate Canada Day, take a 
Canada Day quiz, old fashioned games, crafts and tour 
the house * July 1 (12-4pm) 


EDMONTON GHOST TOURS Meet infront of the 
Aiescusr Ststua, Walterdale Playhouse, 10322-83 Ave 
{459-3187} © A walk in Old Swathcona © Until 
Aug. 30, evaru Mon-Thu (Spm) © $5/person 


wrod . 
Various venues throughout Edmonton, www.edmonton- 
eon (890-0222) © Until July 1 © Tickets for 

inspear Centre available et the Winspear Centre box 
office (428-1414); MacLab Theave available at the 
Citadel box office {425-1820}. Tickets for all other shows 
are available at TIX on the Square (420-1757) 


ERROON TION WRT PRALL ORAL STREET PORT ORE 
FESTIVAL Sir Winston Churchill Sq, wwww.edmontonstreet- 
fest.com * Featuring everything from jugglers to acrobats, 
hip hop dancers to living statues, daity Troupa du Jour group 
shows, artistic face-painters, colourful rovers, Be Your Own 
Busker workshops, and Kids’ World activities © July 6-15 


FEAST OF FOOLS Sutton Place Hotel, 10235-101 St (425- 
5162) © A fundraisar for The Edmonton Intemational Street 
Parformars Festival featuring a variety of performers and pre- 
view, silent suction and dinner © Thu, July 5 (7pm) © $75 


VRE 4TH AL SWEET BALL Arretiits Sivsi0 
Gallery, 3rd F1, 10217-106 St * Sat, June 30 


FERS De ECON EG TUS CGHTERE (ume 
Sightseeing bus, 17 stops at Edmonton's major attractions 
and historical sights, hop on and off as you wish. 8 depar- 
tures throughout the day at one-hour intervals, Passes are 
‘not data specific and are activated once you get on tha bus 
‘and can be used as a regular ETS transfor before or after the 
tour ® Daily June 30-Sapt. 3 * $12 (one day pass}/$20 {two 
consecutive day pass} at TIX on the Square 


LIVING LUMINARIES OM THE SEROUS BUSINESS 0F 
KAPPINESS Unity Church of Edmonton 13210-106 Ava 
(913-6456/720-2730} © Film stamng writer/producer Sean 
Mulvehill as a spintual seeker asking an “A-list of con- 
sciously evolved stars in the “Cultural Creative’ movement 
Grant Ja? Wl Dy ipa) $1 eesds wo 

uly 8{1pm) # $11, to suppor 
the Tumitaround and Homes for Everyone Projects 
MAKE A WISH FUNDRAISER Motro Billiards 990- 
0704) © Featuring the Brett Miles Trio, calebrity Poot 
challenges against the Edmonton Eskimos and more ¢ 
Sat, June 30 (7pm}* $50 


‘SULLY SUMMIER PARADE © Old Strathcona (439-9166.] 
© Thru the Decades parade followed by the Picnic in the 
Park featuring the Bugs N° Borries Baby Crawi, 8'Sceno 
Studios talent show, Old Strathcona Foundation fundrais- 
e BBQ and more * July 1 noon) 


BILLY BOB'S SPORTS BAR Continental Inn, Stony Plain 
Rd (484-7751) © Every Wed (8pm-12am): every Thu, Fri, 
Sat {930pm-1:30am) with Right Said Ed 


BLIND PIG 32 St. Anne Street, St. Albert © Every 
Wed/Fri. Karsoke with Shelly 


CAMELOT SPORTS BAR 10231-95 St (425-4298) « 
Every Sun (8pm-12). with Jeannie and Bruca 


CASTLEDOWW’S P UB 16753-100 St © Every Tue (9pm- 
lam): with Oft-Key Entertainment 


CASTLE ROCK PUB 570 St Albert Rd (459-6766) « 
Every Wed. Karaoke with Bonita Petarson and All Fired 
Up Karaoke; 9pm-2am 


CROWN AND ANCHOR 15277 Castladowns Ad (472-7695) 
© Every Thu (10:30pm) * Every Wed: Name that Tune 


GAS PUMP 10166-114 St (488-4841) © Every Tue-Wed 
{9:30pm); Gord's Bast Live Singing Show 

HOOUGANZ PUB 10704-124 St (452-1168) © Karaoke 
every friday with krista, Liquid Entertainment 


IOMGHTS PUB SOUTH 19 Ave, 105 St (461-0587) © Every 
Fri-Sat (10pm-2am}: Gord's Best Live Singing Shaw 


UONSHEAD PUB Coast Terrace Inn, 4440 Gateway Bivd 
(431-5815) © Every Sun (89m): With Evolution Entertainment 


MAZADAR 10725-104 Ave (429-4940) © Every Fri (5pm- 
Jate) ; Karaoke with Chris 


MO0JO'S Best Westam Hotel, Fort Saskatchewan (998-7888) 
© Every Fri (9.30pm): with Sonia/Prosound Productions 


NEWCASTLE PUB 6109-90 Ava (490-1999) © Every Thu 
Karaoke 


O'CONNOR'S IRISH PUB 9013-88 Avo (459-8165) © 
Name thet Tune, every Thu (Spm) 


ON THE ROCKS 11740 Jasper Avo (482-4757) © 
Karaoke Mondays Every Mon (Spm); Hosted by Mr. 
Entertainment's Scott Parsons @ Salsa and the Crty Thy. 
Latin music and Salse lessons, avery Thu (9pm) 


ROSARIOS 1175-109 Ave (447-4727) © Longest running 
Karaoke bar; 7 days 2 waek 


ROSIE'S BAR AND GRILL © Downtown, 10604-101 St 
{423-3499}; Every Mon-Sat (Spm), Sun (7pm); with Ruth © 
Highstrest, 10315-124 St (482-1600); daily (9:30pm) * 
Old Strathcona, 10475-80 Ave (439-7211); every Thu-Set 
{9 30pm-1:30am) ® 99 St. 63 Ave, every Thu-Set (Spm- 
Jam): with Off-Kay Entertainment 


CPU PT PELL (MLAB AMD RULES SAAT Tee 
DISCO 13710-104 St (472-6336) © Every Tue. Fri-Sat 
{7pm-midnight}, Sat-Sun (1-Spm) 


YESTERDAY'S 112-205 Camegre Dr. St. Albert (459-0295) 
© Every Thu (9.30pm-2am}: with OMf-Key Entertainment 


mm ASTROLOGY 
| AE ZONE 


freewil@vueweekly.com 


ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19) 

Welcome to Part Two of your outlook for 
the second half of 2007, Aries. We're 
checking up on how you're progressing 
with the long-term tasks you were 
assigned six months ago. | hope that by 
now you're seeing how much you have to 
jearn. This has been and will continue to 
be an ideal time to act like a student in 
every phase of your life. But | also hope 
you've started to realize how much you 
have to offer as a role model, mentor, and 
quide. Amazingly, this is a year when you 
can generate unpredictable magic as both 
a student and a teacher. 


TAURUS (APA 20- MAY 20} 

Welcome to Part Two of your outlook for 
the second half of 2007, Taurus. We're 
checking up on how you're progressing 
with the long-term tasks you were 
assigned six months ago. | hope that by 
now you're beginning to infuse your life 
with more of the wildness you need. | 
trust that you've been enjoying a host of 
thrilling adventures and ingenious experi- 
ments—especially the kind that serve 
your highest ambitions. 


GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 20) 

Welcome to Part Two of your outlook for 
the second half of 2007, Gemini. We're 
checking up on how you're progressing 
with the long-term tasks you were 
assigned six months ago. | hope that 
you've been working hard to upgrade your 
skills in the art of relationship. Have you 


taken any workshops or read any books 
that have helped you become a better 
lover and collaborator? Have you meditat- 
ed on cracking open the secrets of inspired 
and inspiring sharing? Even if you haven't 
done much, there’s still time to accomplish 
miracles. Through the end of December, 
you'll continue to attract cosmic luck 
whenever you break any bad old habits 
that have hurt your ability to give and get 
the best from your intimate alliances. 


CANCER (JUN 21 - JUL 22) 

Welcome to Part Two of your outlook for 
the second half of 2007, Cancerian. We're 
checking up on how you're progressing 
with the long-term tasks you were 
assigned six months ago. | hope that by 
now you're better organized and more 
disciplined than you've ever been in your 
life. The astralogical omens suggest that 
the year's best rewards will come if 
you're relentless in clearing out clutter, 
working with maximum efficiency, and 
having precise and well-formulated plans. 
If done right, your intense attention to 
detail will help win you access to pra- 
found new levels of inner peace. 


LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22) 

Welcome to Part Two of your outlook for 
the second half of 2007. We're checking 
up on how you're progressing with the 
long-term tasks you were assigned six 
months ago. | hope you've been capitaliz- 
ing on the fact that this is the Year of 
Well-Earned Luck in Higher Love. It has 
been over a decade since your romantic 
evolution has been as ripe for rapid 
progress as it is now. Remember, for best 
results, keep your priorities screwed on 
straight: always focus more intensely on 


the pleasure of giving the beautiful love 
you have to offer than on your hunger for 
the love you have always wanted to get. 


VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22) 

Welcome to Part Two of your outlook for 
the second half of 2007, Virgo. We're 
checking up on how you're progressing 
with the long-term tasks you were 
assigned six months ago. | hope that by 
now you're at least midway through a 
transformation of your relationship to 
family. That might mean you're leading a 
revolution to reinvent your family of ori- 
gin, It might mean you're making deci- 
sions about how to shape the family of 
your future. {t could involve you working 
hard to ensure that you have a close-knit 
group of people, not necessarily related 
to you biologically, to serve as a reliable 
source of emotional sustenance. Or all of 
the above. 


LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22) 

Welcome to Part Two of your outlook for 
the second half of 2007, Libra. We're 
checking up on how you're progressing 
with the long-term tasks you were 
assigned six months ago. So let me ask 
you: have you been practicing discernment 
as you've explored the mysteries of vari- 
ety? Have you been trying a host of differ- 
ent alternatives, but without dissipating 
your focus? The danger is the opportunity, 
the opportunity is the danger. In the next 
six months, you'll either refine your intelli- 
gence or waste your intelligence as you 
experiment with combining things that 
have never before been combined. You'll 
either embody the archetype of the 
promiscuous dilettante or the archetype of 
the versatile master of improvisation. 
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PRIVERS 


ee 

D&D Hotshot requires two Class 1 drivers, are Class 3 

with air driver to run Alberta, Flat deck experience. 

Apply in person with Cra drivers abstract to; 9233- 
ve 


EDUCATIONAL 


VANCOUVER ACADEMY OF DRAMATIC ARTS 
F/T Acting for Film & TV 
Student Loans Available 
www.vadastudios com 
1-856-231-8232 


HELP WANTED 


Stop Westing Your Precious Time ta a Deed- 
End, Low-Paying Job! Train to be an Admin 
= and get the office jab of your dreams. 


Cait Campbell College for a FREE 10-min Funding 
Assessment. Ask for Sharon - 448-1850, ext 22. 


Phone 426-1996 from 9am-Spm Mon-Fri « Email office@vueweekly.com ° 


Menon aon = Pin lgfy on Hines t gt» Upto AS Charectre par Boe «Every tet, pace or mark CONE os one 


CLASSIFIEDS 


& tae 
or 
4 Hours - PM 
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702-5519 


must have some 


SCORPIO (OCT 23- NOV 21) 

Welcome to Part Two of your outlook for 
the second half of 2007. We're checking up 
on how you're progressing with the long- 
term tasks you were assigned six months 
ago. | trust that by now you're supremely 
composed as the changes whirl around you 
and within you, | mean, you will always be 
the zodiac’s master of transformation: 
you'll always thrive on going through 
ceaseless, deep-seated shifts that would 
terrify most of the other signs. But if you're 
taking advantage of this year's cosmic 
opportunities, Scorpio, your eruptions of 
abracadabra! are being buffered by a pro- 
found grace. Your experiments in turning 
lead into gold and garbage into treasure 
are proceeding with a generous-spirited 
poise. Now you're ready to take it to the 
next level of relaxed elegance. 


SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEE 21) 

Welcome to Part Two of your outlook for 
the second half of 2007, Sagittarius. We're 
checking up on how you're progressing with 
the long-term tasks you were assigned six 
months ago. | hope that by now you are 
cashing in on the fact that this is the Year of 
the Supercharged Libido and the Spiritual 
Orgasm. Not only do you have extraordinary 
reserves of physical energy available; you 
also have access to what amounts to a kind 
of metaphysical lust, whose primal power 
can enable you to smash fong-standing 
mental blocks and break on through to the 
other side of anything you want to break on 
through to the other side of. 


CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19) 

Welcome to Part Two of your outlook for 
the second half of 2007. We're checking up 
on how you're progressing with the long- 


term tasks you were assigned six months 
ago. By now you've probably figured out 
that it’s the Year of Secrets. Truths that 
have long been hidden from you are emerg- 
ing, and if you keep on probing. the rest 
will spill out between now and December. _ 
Certain feelings you have been concealing 
from yourself are also bubbling up into your 
awareness. Fuzzy understandings that have 
previously hindered your ability to see the 
big picture are finally coming into focus as 
well. Don't fear or resist these develop- 
ments, Capricom. They will free up a lot of 
blocked energy. 


AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18) 
Welcome to Part Two of your outlook for 
the second half of this year, Aquari 

We're checking up on how you re pro- 
gressing with the tasks you wer igned 
six months ago. | hope by now you've 
guessed that this is your Year of Ha’ 
Projects you've been working on fc 
moons will be reaching their full 
in 2007. Trends set in motion r 
decade ago are culminating. Kee 
exciting news in the forefront 
awareness between now and December 


PISCES (FE 19 - MAR 20) 

Welcome to Part Two of your outlook for 
the second half of 2007, Pisces. We're 
checking up on how you're progressing 
with the long-term tasks you were ~’ 
assigned six months ago. | hope by now 
you realize that this is your Year of Get- 
ting Your Career in Gear. It may or may 
not be a time when you'll climb to the top 
of the heap and score fresh privileges and 
new clout. But it’s definitely a time when 
you can move closer to making a living 
from doing what you love. v 


TICKETMASTER CANADA is seeking ticket sellers for 
Edmonton's Capital Ex, July 19th to 28th, $8.0 per 
hour, daytime and evening shifts Must be available for 
all ten days. Please fax resume 780.425.4084 or email 
to kristen.smallwood@ticketmaster.ca. For more infor- 
mation check out www.ticketmaster.ca 


eee 


CHANGE YOUR UFE! TRAVEL TEACH ENGLISH 
We train you to teach. 1000'S of jobs around the 
world Next in-class or ONLINE by correspondence 
Jobs quaranteed. 7712-104 St. Call for Free info pack 
1-888-270-2941 


Charity fashion/talent show needs models, actors. 
singers, dancers. No experience necessary Kids and 
adults 757-0125 


River House Grill 
St Albert 
Requires full time server i 
owledge of wine and be excited] 
about working at a great local restaurant 
To apply e-mail resume attr. Willie White to 
cwwhite@shaw.ca or drop rt off in person at 
8 Mission Ave, St. Albert. 


HRiWe GORE, THR OW Tee PALATE 


MAKE MOREY! 


Leaking lar tbe pertect jou wilh goad 
, great pay, flexible Neurs, 
all while sappartieg the arts? 
Thea call Jacques al 400-811! 


SIFIEDS™ 


Full Time Receptionist for high end salon. Please drop 
off resume in person to 10536-124 St or call 496-9977 
for more details 


Drivers wanted: $15+/hr, Wed (night). Thu (day), 
perm/PT. Must have mini-van or truck. Looking for 
feliable, responsible person. Ph 907-0570 


1S DRINKING A PROBLEM? 
AA CAN HELP! 424-5900 


TESOL Certified 5 Days In-Class or 
Oniine/Correspondence 


Job Overseas Guaranteed! 
FREE Info Sermmnar Tuesday @ 7pm 


1-888-270-2941 
giobaltesol.com ~ 


REE LINES FOR $15 


CAPS OR BOLDING INCLUDED 


CLASSIFIEDS 


MUSICAL INSTRUCTION 


fA MSEC INC. OT 

Musac Instructon for guitar, Ges, nd percusson 
Private instruction focus on ir nal 
caring instructors with musi 
Instruction sin 


MUSICIANS WANTED 


Female Vocalist 20 yrs old. Studies at GMAC mi 

gram looking for musicians to form 3 band 

caters mostly to R&B, rock &iblues. For more i 
952-6166 ask for Scott 


WORKSHOPS 


DRAMAWORKS & ARTSTREK: Theatre workshops tor 
adults and teens. Juty 2007. Call 422-8162 or visit 
www theatealberta com 


PICTURE FRAMES 


MOVIE POSTER SOF 


Atedatt 


JUNE 28 - JULY 4, 2007 


~ 


45 


WUEWESILY 


ARTIST TO ARTIST 


ARTIST TO ARTIST 


Need 2 volunteer? Forming an achng troupe? Want 
Someone to jam with? Place up to 20 words FREE 
Ads more than 20 words are subject to regular price 
, or cruel aditing Free ads must be submitted in vent- 
ing, In person, fax or e-mail Free ads will run for 
four weeks, if you want to renew or cancel please 
phone Glenys at 426-1996/fax 426-2889/e-m 
glenys@vueweekly.com or drop it off at 10303-108 
St. Deadline is noon the Tuesday before publication. 
Placement will depend upon available space 


Watch fortheJuly 19" 


EDMONTON 
MUSICIAN'S 
DIRECTORY 


TO WIN 


a 


f- 
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CD DVD PRINT MEDIA 


13597. 1 T7Ave 47) 
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te 


Pi 


«Classes start soon 
$cholarshipS 
° Student Loans 


ay De Dae You loves 
CIFIC AUDIO VISUAL INSTITUTE 


-Audio Engineering & Production 
Film & Music Business 
“Film & Digital Arts 


Filemaker aediticaing fer short files, middie aged 
man and woman 18-25 yrs. Cail 988-0169 for info. 


Aumuth Theatre Presents The Expanse Movemeat 
‘Atte Festival Mar, 6-9. 2008 an are now accepting 
submissions. Info. www myspace com/expansefestival 
Demeter 2 


uster $45 at 


weane Art Wi 13-16 Ri 
White ae oA Toe 


The Paint Spot, 10516 Whyte Ave or 1241 


Looking for training in Burlesque dancing, starting at a 
beginner level, Contact Laurel 757-4113. 


Looking for women for punk-influenced drag project. 
479-2976 ot aceychain27@hotmail.com 


We want to pimp your art. No commissions, the more 
abstract, the better. Oo 43) 


Call to Enter ArtaHad Stadio Gattery features quest 
artists. Incl’ Proposal; 10 slides/photes: CV. Arist state- 
ment. For info Ph Tim 423-2966 


AMUSICIANS 


Punk/ska/hip hop/elect/fusion project tookding for 
skitied keys and bees. Ph 0-Mike 916-1340. 


Female Vocalist 20 yrs old. Studies at GMAC music pro- 

gram looking for musicians to form a band. Vocal Style 

caters mostly to R&B, rock &blues. For more info phone 
952-6166 ask for Scott 


The Blackspot Cafe and Music Co-op is seeking music 
Promoters to book local and touring talent. E-mail 
team@biackspotcafe com, ph {780481-SPOT for info. 


Bassist with gear required. 4-piece rock act, 
covers/onginals. 23-35 yrs, Infl: RCHP Foo, 3 Days 
Grace, Matt Good, Green Day, OLP Sum 41, Blink, etc 
Call Chad 488-1457 


Simger/songwriter in his 50's looking for other 
singer/songwnters to collaborate on new material 
llithe@epl.ca 


VOLURTEER 


Everything from administration to carpentry to tour quid- 
nao Positions are open NOW for The Works 
and Design Festival. For 13 MIND ALTERING 


‘Broadcast Arts 
*3D Animation 


Design 


| 


*Game 


1.800.601.PAVI 
pacificav.com 


Vancouver, BC 


Volunteer 


days, from Jone: 4. Call Misha Gostick at 426- 
2122, ext. 230, vo ca.ca, 
wows for more info, 


Peteeeey vonsies the Vow Bren Whee tise 
jathion (Jaty 1). Course marshals, security, sat- 
up, take-down, registration lifeguards, transition 
people are needed Cail 479-1388 e-mail’ 
(willtam@telus .net. 


A Teste of Edmontem—Volunteers Needed: Safeway 
Pancake Breakfasts, Wine Servers, Security volun- 
teers needed July 19-2R Call Danielle at 423-2822 

ext, 22, e-mail dnobert@eventsedmonton.ca. 


Jorn the performance world as a volunteer for The 
Cioecmnt fmarretions! fraet Peroorery 


Feetival, duty 6-15. www.edmontonstreetfestcom, a- 
mail: Weatber Cocrna eee eros, ph Linda at 
51 


A Teste of Edmonton Festival needs volun- 
teers. July 19-28. Call Lisa at 423-2822 ext. 22, e- 
mail: suzuanne@eventsedmonton.ca. 


Voluntecr with the Greed Prix of Edmonton (July 
20-22}-experience the rush up close and personal, Get 
access to the event, exclusive swag, meals while on 
shift, an epic Sunday uy i volunteer party right on the 
tack and more. For more info 488 8882, 
volunteers@grandprixedmonton.com, www.grand- 
prixedmonton.com. 


The Friends of the Edmonton Public Library need vot- 
unteers for 1-2 Saturday’s/month or Thu evening to 
help with preparations for the 2007 fall book sale 
Sap 


Canadian Mental Health Association/Board Members 
Required. To team more about CMHA visit: 
Wwww.cmha-edmonton.ab ca 


“Let's Go!” is a program which helps newcomers leam 
about their community and Canadian culture, Volunteers 
needed for the summer months only. Lots of Fun! 
Contact Judy 424-3545 ext. 249. 


Volunteers required to help Somali newcomer children 
with their homework. Somali language an asset but not 
required May to June and restarting again in 
September. Call Judy 424-3545 ext. 249. 


yous instructor needed for Strathcona 
Place Senior Citizen Centre. For info phone Rita 
Mittelsteadt, 433-5807. 


WUWEWEEKLY 
CONTEST RULES 


Unless otherwise specified, 
the following will apply: 


- the winner must be 18 or older 
- prize must be accepted as awarded 


~ 0 One may enter any contest more 
than once 


- you may win only once every 60 days 


- Vue Weekly reserves the right to 
exclude anyone from our contests 


~ no staff, sponsors or members of their 
immediate family may enter 

- the personal information of those who 
enter will not be sold but may be pro- 
vided to contest sponsors 

- the chances of winning depend on the 
number of entries received 

- by entering, entrants consent to the 
use of their names by Vue Weekly for 
publicity 

~ Wa Weekdy is net responsible for prizes 
unclaimed after 15 days 
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Volemtee: )0tchoo end Drivers Newt 
Eauoaten Menlo aa Whee Vanied jobs, Terble 
hours 10am-ipm weekdays. Phone 429-2020 


Volunteer watercolour instructor needed for 
Strathcona Place Senior Cantre. For more info call Rita 
Mittelsteadt, 433-5807 


Initiative Ambassadeurs pour la Paix is looking for fran- 
cophone volunteers Come laam how to present interac- 
tive workshops on antiracism/cultural diversity, Karina 
at (780) 425-4644 ext 9 or kezyzewski@naarr.org 


Volunteer teachers needed to teach English as a 
second language to newcomers to Canada. Orientation 
and training provided Meet people from all around the 

world. Jason’ Hee Spa or 944-0792 


Volantaer inetrector needed for 
Swathcona Place Senior Citizen Centre. For info phone 
Fita Mittelsteadt, 433-5807 


Volunteers needed to assist new immigrants with a first 
time shopping, Momings, weekdays. Approx. 2-4 hrs. 
“On Call” position Call Judy 424-3545 ext. 249, 


Have you ever thought of volunteering with your pet? 
Pet therapy is a graat way to help those in our com- 
munity Call Deanna at 413-4682 


Become a distress line volunteer. The Support 
Network, 732-6649. www.thesupportnetwork.com 


CANADIAN LIVER FOUNDATION js looking for 
enthusiastic volunteers for presantations and speciat 
events. Call Carmen at 444-1547. 


Volunteers, enjoy working in our dining room et 
‘Strathcona Place Senior - ‘more info 
. Phone Terrie Shaw at 433-5807. 


Teach an aduit to read and write. We are always 
looky for tutors in your area The Centre fer 
Family Literesy 421-7323, wwwifamilit.ca. 


——— 
Voluateer Drivers needed for the Seniors Voluntec: 
Driving Centre, 2-3 hrs Mon-Fri. Ph Anna 732-1221 


ElderCare Edmontor needs volunteers to help with 
Gaily activities such as crafts, card games and social. 
izing. For info ph 434-4747, ext. 4. 
__— ee 
CAIB is looking for volunteers with vision, adult: 
(50+) to help seniors with vision loss. For more info 
call Catherine 453-8304. 


Volunteers needed to teach conversational ESL to aduit 
pats at various library locations. 1-2 
days/week,10-12pm or 1-3pm.{dap, on location) No exp 

feq. Call Judy 424-3545 ext. 249, 


HEALTHY VOLUNTEERS red for research 
studies with the Brain Neurobiology Research Program 
at UofA. Must be in good health, not be taking any 
medication for mental health issues, and not abuse 
drugs or alcohol. Ph 407-3775/407-3221, 


The Brain Neurobiology Research Program at UofA 
seeks individuals who may be suffering from DEPRES- 
SHON to be involved in a research study, Must be in 
good health, and not abuse drugs or alcohol. Ph 407- 
3221 for more into, 


We require ari 


Administration/Promotions 


Representative 


Do you... 


CLASSIFIEDS 


e have a pleasant demeanor 

© great phone abilities 

° attention to detail a 

© a Contagious excitement level — 
oh,and atar? Kd 


submit your resume to Rob Lightfoot, Sales and Marketing manager ... 
EMAIL: rob@vueweekly.com or FAX:780-426-2889 


Well, we may hav 


a job for you... 

We're looking for someone to 
help out in the office several days 
a week and hit the streets to yell 
oul "READ VUE WEEKLY!” at the 
top of your lungs! 


With the taste of your lips I’m on a ride—you're toxic, I’m slipping under ) 


ALT.SEX.COLUMN 


ANDREA NEMEASON 
<X | altsex@altsexcolumn.com 


DEAR ANDREA 

1'ma muff-diving dyke, sort of. The first 
few times with my new girlfriend | 
enjoyed her taste; however, more recent- 
ly she has tasted much different—and, 
frankly, worse. | almost blurted out that 
she might have a yeast infection (luckily | 
caught myself before completely ruining 
the mood). 

Curious, the other day | tasted myself, 
end | have a similar terribly pungent, 
unappealing taste. ! know my body well 
enough to Know | don’t have a yeast 
infection! So now I'm wondering, is it 
related to menstrual cycles? Previous 
| physical activity? Sharing of bacteria 
| and yeast? 

LOVE. WANNABE DIVER 


VOLUNTEER 


EEE Se eed 
Love Bingo? Volunteer for ElderCare Edmonton 
Bingo volunteers needed to help raise funds for pro- 
grams. Ph 434-4747, ext. 4 


Oe 
Volunteers needed to teach English to adult immi- 
grants. Daytime, weekdays,or evenings for 2-3 
hrs/session, approx, 1-2 times a week, Call Judy 
424-3545. ext. 249, 


ea 
00 YOU HAVE MODERATE ASTHMA? You may 
be eligible to take part in a study examining the 
effects of fragrances on asthma. 435-9028 x 
230/jevans@toxcon.com 


Help to broadcast news for blind and print- 
restricted Edmontonians. Email: edmonton@voice- 
printcanada.com, of call 451-8331 


Volunteer needed to help with telephone calls and 
some filing. 1-2 days/week. Flexible hours No exp feq. 
Must have pleasant phone voice and mannensms. Call 
Judy 424-3545 ext. 249. 


—_— 


Tired of Smoking? Come jain us at Nicotine 
Anonymous. 7pm, Wednesdays at Ebenezer United 
Church, 163 St, 106 Ave, cal! Gwynn 443-3020 
7:30pm, Sundays at Henwood Treatment Centre, 
18750-18 St. call Ryan 990-8517 or Jo 479-5969. 


TERE IVY 
The pH of the vagina does change over 
the course of the menstrual cycle, getting 
higher {more neutral) at ovulation—when 
the vagina welcomes sperm whether or 
not its owner thinks that’s a good idea 
{and whether or not there are any sperm 
present or expected, like, ever}—and 
more acidic at either cycle-end. The thing 
about menstrual cycles, though, is that 
they're cyclic, so whatever she tastes like 
on, say, day 20, she'd have tasted that 
way on day 20 of last cycle tao. 

| am not diagnosing, but | wouldn't be 
surprised to hear you had a mild, mutual 
bacterial infection, but you'll never know 
yourself unless you get it checked out. 
You could sneak off discreetly and get 
fixed up yourself, of course, but that's not 
going to help Aer any, so I'm afraid | can't 
let you off that easily. You're going to 
have to do the “Hey honey, | couldn't help 
but notice ... ” thing, but hey, so what? It's 
all in a day's relationship work, is it not? 


Overwhelmed? In e toogh Talk to es! No- 
Fee Walk-In counselling 482-INFO (4636) The Support 
Network, www thesupportnetwork.com 


The Sexual Assault Contre of Edmonton needs 
volunteers to take calls on our 24-hour Crisis line. 
For information ph 423-4102 


Do You Know Someone Who Hes Diabetes? 
Help find a cure. Volunteers are requited for various 
fundraising events for the Alberta Diabetes 
Foundation Ph Alberta Diabetes Foundation at 780- 
447-1451; e-mail. events@afdr ab.ca; wwwafdr.ab.ca 


DE eee 
YEAR ROUND ON-LINE AUCTION for Alberta Easter 


Seals, http://auction.edmonton24hourrelay,com 
DONATE ITEMS, BID, HAVE A GREAT TIME Carmen 
479-0136 X 233. 


Volunteer for e more just society for immigrants 
and refugees. ww. multiculturalcoalition.ca or call 
Janina 423-1973 


SEEKING musicions, literary end visual artrets 
for the U of A Hospital's Artist om the Wards volun- 
teer program. Must have formal ey 
and be able to cammit 2-3 hrs/wk for 6 consecutive 
months. For information or to book an interview, 
please call 407-8428. 


ee 
Volunteer for Canadian Mental Health contac! 


CMHSA-ER at 414-6300 or check www.cmha-edmon- 
ton ab ca 


And you are in one of those, are you not? 

\ ask because | couldn't help noticing 
something myself, and unlike you | am not 
loathe to bring up uncomfortable truths, 
No matter how conversation-stopping. So 
hey, dudette, how come you could recog- 
nize your girlfriend in a blind taste-test 
while she wouldn't know you from—you 
should pardon the expression—Adam? Is 
this lack of reciprocity part of some larger 
plan, or is she being kind of a piglet about 
this? And if it’s the latter, well, don’t you 
have more to talk about than who tastes 
nasty all of a sudden? 

LOVE ANOHES 


hea ENDALA 

My gyno prescribed estrogen cream 
(Estrace) te combat chronic yeast infec- 
tions apparently brought on by vaginal 
dryness he says may be associated with 
my long-term use of the pill. He said it 
wouldn't have any effect on my male sex 
partner, but then he also said an IUD was 


SEX TRADE WORKERS 


v 


MEP ONG | MAGNE 
FRENCH. CLASS WITH EXTHAUHUINARY BEAU- 
TY 440, 413-0294, 


“NEW? Jackie James 
Discrete, upscale, petite brunette. 
780-887-4989 


FEMALES NEEDED!!! Make $799 US per 
month with a spy cam in your bedroom. Voyeur 
website is currently tooking for young attractive 


girls. 
Call Jamie for more info 1-800-474-8401 


Chat tive or meet local gay men. Try us for free! 
{780} 413-7144 Enter code 2310 


Cassandra: Hot Hungarian brunette. 36C-26-36. 
25 yrs, tight, toned, tanned, super fun, call for 
availability; 965-4968 


Amber, Outgoing redhead; just 18; brand new to 
the industry, 348-26-32, very open minded; call 
for availability, 441-1330 


Chrissy: Sexy hot Italian w/jet black hair: very 
busty, 23. ask her about special; call for avail 
ability, 441-1330 


Had Enough? 
Cocaine Anoaymous 425-2715. 


For Women or lla 
Affairs & the Men 
Want to Fulfill Them. 


Over 1,330,000 
Ad Profiles 


-866-742-2218 


SIGN-UP 
FREE! 


more effective than tubal ligation so ! 
don’t know whether to believe him. 

The Ax insert says nothing; the Mayo 
clinic suggests estrogen cream could 
have an effect on my partner and also 
that it is harmful to condoms (which we 
use in addition to the BCPs because | 
really, really don’t want kids). Plus, you 
know, there was that House MD episode 
a few weeks ago where a guy's hormone 
cream seeped through his skin and made 
his kids sick. 

LOVE, BAD MEDICINE 


TEAR MEDt 

Wow, seally, there was nothing in the 
insert? Because while | couldn't turn up 
anything super-specific, there is no ques- 
tion that the Estrace people themselves 
say to “Avoid exposing your male sexual 
partner ... by not having sexual inter- 
course right after using these medicines. 
Your male partner might absorb the medi- 
cine through his penis if it cames in con- 


- 


en 


MORE MEN 4 MEN. 


BSNS \) 


tact with the medicine.” 

Unless you're both some kind of 
demented round-the-clock insatiable sex- 
monkeys it really shouldn't be too diff 
to figure out the time of day that 
least likely to find yourself sudd 
spontaneously exposing your p 
conjugated estrogens, and 
cream then 

The creams are indeed 
doms, just by virtue of 
I'm appalled that your 
mention that, or 3 
isn't really wrong about the IUD 
tally, but he’s very wrong not to men 
sex when prescribing you something you 
put up your jadypart: 

about more than that 
could see somebody else? 

As for the doc on TY, \ 
better medical informat 
Old House or maybe Animal 
Estrace has a 1-800 line, you 
LOVE, ANDREA 


ou co 


Try us FREE: code 2315 


780.413.7122 


1.900.451.2853 (75 min/S24*) 


NIGHTS 


(Just pick up the phone), 
Women Aiways FREE: 
bay Be by | 
FREE Trial tor MEN: 
702.2223 


scree! = Anonymous * < 
d + +4 a 


CLASSIFIEDS 


UNE 28- SU 4,207 W7UTEWWEEKLY 


4] 


Publications Mail Agreement #40022989 


University of Alberta Libraray 
Bibliographic Services - Serials 
5th Floor Cameron 
Edmonton, AB 
T6G 238 


CANADA’S ORIGINAL 
HONEY BROWN LAGER 


When we breweour Sleeman Honey Brown Lager, we insist on adding 
our all-natural Canadian honey after fermcutation. This keeps the taste 
and aroma preeisély wihtere it belongs - ie be Maybe that's why 
Canada's Original Honcy Brown Lager is stillvG@anada's favourite. 
And that's something we're-pretty proud of, 


a i 


BSLEEMAN 
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